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FOREWARD

Modernisation, industrialization and phenomenal increase in human
population have augmented the demand for wood and wood-based products.
As a consequence, saw mills and wood based industries have emerged as
essential urban and rural forces. For the last several decades they have been
established as prime generators of fashioned wood products. Being dependent
upon wood they create direct or indirect pressure upon trees and forests. So to
regulate their operation and to check their excessive proliferation several laws,
rules, enanctments and guidelines have been framed. All of them have their
bases in the provision of Indian Forest Act, 1927. Different States have framed
separate set of rules pertaining to them. Proper control and regulation over saw
mills and wood based industries is necessary for sustainable Forest
Management and Environmental balance. Realising the gravity of the problem
the Hon’ble Supreme passed specific orders in W.P. (C) 202/1995 (T.N.
Godavarman versus U.O.I. and others) on 12-12-1996 and 04-03-1997. They
explicitly emphasized upon the enforcement of Forest Conservation Act, 1980
and broadened the meaning of the term ‘Forest’. Subsequently the Central
Empowered Committee was constituted by the Apex Court which in turn
created the State Level Committee. The State Level Committee created the
District Level Committees. Henceforth came into being, the triumvirate of the
Saw mills and the Veneer /Plywood units. A sound knowledge of the three is
essential for officers of all departments and helpful for the common citizen. We
intend to go deep into the intricacies of definitions of related legal terms and
statutory provisions in a simple but lucid way. To augment the effect, a
comprehensive glossary of pertaining legal terms is being provided and to
supplement the assertions, the relevant orders of the Hon’ble Supreme Court
and the salient instructions of the Central Empowered Committee are being
provided as Annexures.

We hope and expect that the book shall enlighten the readers with
respect to saw-mills, veneer/plywood units and Committees in the context of
the State of Uttar Pradesh.

C.P.GOYAL

T.P. DUBEY
AJAI PRAKASH



CHAPTER 1- SAW MILLS

The Term

The Oxford advanced learner's dictionary defines a saw mill as a
factory in which wood is cut into boards using machinery while the Cambridge
advanced learner's dictionary defines a saw mill as a factory where trees are
cut up into pieces using machines. The rapid growth in human population and
the consequent phenomenal increase in demand of wood and wood products in
the last three hundred years have augmented the number of saw mills all over
the world. Gradually the environmentalists and ecologists aroused general
awareness regarding the depletion of forests and tree cover. Different sets of
modes and rules were framed for the legal regulation of saw mills.

The Indian Forest Act 1927

The Indian Forest Act 1927 in its provision of section 51 [Power to make
rules and prescribe penalties| indirectly emphasized upon the need for the
regulation. It states that the State Government may make rules to regulate the
following matters, namely:

(a) The salving, collection and disposal of all timber mentioned in section

45.

(b) The use and registration of boats used in salving and collection of

timber,

(c) The amounts to be paid for salving, collection, moving, storing or

disposing of such timber, and

(d) The use and registration of hammers and other instruments to be

used for marking such timber.

Addition of Section 51 A (Regulation of manufacture and preparation
of articles based on Forest Produce) to the act vide UP Act 13 of 1976 section
21 went a little further. It provided that the State Government may make rules-
(@) to provide for the establishment and regulation by licences, permits or

otherwise (and the payment of fees therefor) or saw mills and units

including factories engaged in the manufacture or preparation of —

(i) Katha out Khair tree,

(i) resin, turpentine and other products out of resin,
8



(iij) plywood and match out of timber,

(iv) such other preparations based on forest produce as the State
Government may by notifiation in the official, Gazette, form time to
time specify,

(b) to provide for the regulation by licences, permits or otherwise of the
supply of raw materials relating to the preparations mentioned in clause

(a), the payment of fees therefor, the deposit of such sum for due

performance of the conditions of any such licence, permit or other

documents, the foreiture of the sum so deposited or any part thereof for
contravention of any such conditions and the adjudication of such by
such authority as may by notification in the official Gazette be specified
by the State Government.
The new provision added as the sole member of a new chapter (VIII A) added to
the Act explicitly uses the terms saw mills and units including factories.

The Legal Base (UP Establishment and Regulation of Saw Mill Rules 1978)

It is noteworthy that the legal rules and enactments related to the
establishment and regulation of saw mills were framed under clause (a) of
section 51 A of the Indian Forest Act 1927.

Clause (a) of Rule No. 2 of the Uttar Pradesh Establishment and
Regulation of Saw Mill Rules, 1978 defines a Saw Mill as

'Saw-Mills' means and includes any mechanical devices whether
operating with electric power, fuel power or man power for the purpose of
cutting, sawing or converting timber and wood into pieces or the like
acts;

Clause (b) provides one unit of saw mill shall be taken as equivalent
to 25 hp engine or any part thereof. (Thus a saw mill using 65 hp engines
will be deemed to be equivalent to 3 units)

The definition is comprehensive. It streamlines three basic categories of
saw mills namely —

(a) those operating with electric power

(b) those operating with fuel power

(c) those operating with man power

9



It is also elucidates three primary purposes of Saw Mills namely-

(a) cutting of timber and wood

(b) sawing of timber and wood

(c) converting timber and wood into pieces.

As regards the legality or illegality of sawmills, Rule 3 of the U.P.
Establishment and Regulation of Saw Mills Rules 1978 (Licence for

Restriction on Establishment of Saw Mills) Iays down that -

"No person shall establish, erect or operate any saw mill or
machinery for converting or cutting timber and wood without obtaining a
licence from the Divisional Forest Officer concerned.

The rule specifically emphasizes that not only the operation but even the
mere establishment or erection of a saw mill without obtaining a licence from
the concerned Divisional Forest Officers is illegal. The rule makes use of the
word 'timber' which as per the Intrepretation clause 2(6) of the I.F.A. 1927
includes trees when they have fallen or have been felled and all woods
whether cut up or fashioned or hollowed out for any purpose or not.

The rules also lay down that within the limits of any reserved or
protected forests and within a radius of eighty Kilometres of such limits no
person shall establish, erect or operate any existing saw mill or machinery for
converting timber and wood without obtaining a licence from the Divisional
Forest Officer concerned.

As per the rules every saw mill licence granted under Rule-5 or
renewed under Rule-7 shall remain valid for such period not exceeding
three years from the date of issue or renewal as may be specified in the
licence. Rule 7 governs Renewal of Licence. It states that on an application
made to the DFO concerned for renewal of the licence granted under Rule, 5 he
may renew the same indicating thereon the period for which it has been
renewed. Failure to get the licence renewed before the expiry of date will make
the licence liable to punishment in accordance with section 77 of the Indian
Forest Act, 1927. The particular section of the Indian Forest Act, 1927 (section

77 Penalties for breach of rules) states that "Any person contravening any

rule under this Act, for the contravention of which no special penalty is
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provided, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may

extend to one month or fine which may extend to five hundred rupees or
both."

The Godavarman Heal

Despite all the rules and strictures most of the States faced the problem
or possibility of mushrooming of illegal sawmills, which was considered
detrimental to the cause of Forest Conservation and Vegetative cover. In this
regard, the Hon'ble Supreme Court passed a landmark Interim Order in its
hearing in Writ Petition (Civil) no. 202 of 1995 T.N. Godavarman Thirumulkpad
versus U.O.I. and others [with writ petition (civil) no. 171/96]. Making specific
observations upon non-execution of orders of the Forest Conservation Act,
1980 it ordered on 12-12-1996 as follows:-

In view of the meaning of the word "Forest" in the act it is obvious

that prior approval of the Central Government is required for any non-

forest activity within the area of any "Forest". In accordance with Section

2 of the Act, all ongoing activity within any forest in any State

throughout the country without the prior approval of the Central

Government, must cease forthwith. It is therefore, clear that the running

of saw mills of any kind including veneer or plywood mills and mining of

any mineral are non-forest purposes and are therefore not permissible

without prior approval of the Central Government. Accordingly any such

activity is prima facie violation of the provisions of the Forest

Conservation Act, 1980. Every State Government must promptly ensure

total cessation of all such activities forthwith.
Para 6 of the historic INTERIM ORDER ordered as follows :

Each State Government should within two months file a report

regarding-
(i) the number of sawmills, veneer and plywood mills actually

operating within the State with particulars of their real

ownership.
(ii) the licenced and actual capacity of these mills for stock and

sawing.
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(iii) their proximity to the nearest forest.

(iv) their source of timber.
Paragraph 7 of the INTERIM ORDER ordered as follows:

Each state government should constitute within one month, an

Expert Committee to assess:

(i) the sustainable capacity of the Forests of the State qua saw

mills and timber based industry.

(ii)the number of existing saw mills which can safely be sustained

in the State.

(iiijthe optimum distance from the forest qua that State at which

the saw mill should be located.
Paragraph 8 of the INTERIM ORDER directed as follows:

The expert committees so constituted should be requested to give

its report within one month of being constituted.
Further, paragraph 9 of the INTERIM ORDER directed each State

Government to constitute a committee comprising of the Principal Chief

Conservator of Forests and another senior officer to oversee the

compliance of this order and file status reports:

The Interim Order emphatically provided that "This order will operate

and be complied with the all concerned, notwithstanding any order at

variance, made or which may be made hereafter, by any authority,

including the Central or any State Government or any court (including

High Court) or Tribunal"
Thus the INTERIM ORDER dated 12-12-96 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court

was a landmark in several respects. It explicitly reminded the States of their
prime obligation of legal supervision over the saw mills and the veneer and
plywood mills. It also laid sufficient emphasis over the sustainability of Forests.
In addition to the two it made it obligatory upon the States to assess legal
availability of legal timber and the capacity of saw mills and veneer and

plywood units.
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The Order and the Ban

The Hon'ble Supreme Court in its Interim Order passed on 04-03-1997
in Writ Petition (Civil) 202/1995 (T.N. Godavarman Vs UOI and others) ordered
as follows:

"All unlicenced sawmills, veneer and plywood industries in the State

of Maharastra and the State of Uttar Pradesh are to be closed forthwith

and the State Government would not remove or relax the condition for

grant of permission/licence for the opening of any such saw mill, veneer

and plywood industry and it shall not grant any fresh permission/licence

for this purpose. The Chief Secretary of the State will ensure strict

compliance of this direction and file a compliance report within two

weeks."

The Role of the Central Empowered Committee

On 30-10-2002 the Hon'ble Supreme Court passed an order as follows:

"No State or union Territory shall permit any unlicenced saw mill,

veneer, plywood industry to operate and they are directed to close all

such unlicenced units forthwith. No State Government or Union Territory

will permit the opening of any saw mills, veneer or plywood industry

without prior permission of the Central Empowered Committee. The Chief

Secretary of each State will ensure strict compliance of this direction.

There shall also be no relaxation of rules with regard to the grant of

licence without previous concurrence of the CEC. It shall be open to this

court for relaxation and or oppropriate modification or orders qua

plantations or grant of licences."

On the basis of sevral reports filed by the State Government the Central
Empowered Committee recommended as follows:
(a) Suspending the functioning of all 1607 saw mills to where licences
have been renewed after 04-03-1997.

(b) directing the Chief Secretary, Uttar Pradesh to file report of each of

the 1607 saw mills giving details of the old licences, the year in which

such liences were issued, the vear upto which the old licences were
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renewed, the date on which the saw mill was closed, the number of years

for which the saw mills were run illegally, the officer who had verified and

cross verified the genuineness of the old licence, the basis of reopening of

the saw mill, the details of the machinery and electric connection at the

time of the renewal of the old licence and whether the delay in the

renewal was due to administrative reasons or due to lapse on the part of

the saw mill owner.

The Order of September 1, 2006

The Hon'ble Supreme Court in its hearing held on September, 2006 in
[.LA. No. 1399 with [.A. No. 946, I.A. Nos. 301-382 in Writ Petition (c) No. 202 of
1995 accepted the above recommendations of the CEC and ordered as follows.

In this view, we direct the suspension of all 1607 saw mills in

respect of which licences were renewed after 4th March 1997. The State

Government would ensure that the saw mills do not operate. The Chief

Secretary, Uttar Pradesh, is directed to file a report in terms of paragraph

13(b), which recommendation we have accepted, within a period of eight

weeks.

The above order of the Hon'ble Supreme Court opened the path for
proper analysis and categorisation of all those saw mills whose licences were
renewed after 04-03-1997.

Closure and Categorisation

In compliance of the Hon'ble Supreme Court's order all the saw mills
whose licences were renewed after 04-03-1997 were closed. In consequence to
the Closure Report filed, the Central Empowered Committee in its INTERIM
REPORT dated 10-10-2006 regarding the closure of the saw mills and other
wood based industries in the State of Uttar Pradesh pursuant to the Hon'ble
Supreme Court's order dated 01-09-2006 in I.A. No. 1399 and I.A. No. 946
recommended as follows:

The closed saw mills will be classified into the following four

categories depending upon the year upto which the sawmill licence was
renewed before 04-03-1997:

Category I- Licence upto December, 1996
14



Renewed before 04-03-1997

Category II- Licence upto December, 1995
Renewed before 04-03-1997

Category III- Licence upto December, 1994
Renewed before 04-03-1997

Category IV- Licence upto December, 1993

Onward not renewed before 04-03-1997
The saw mills falling in each of the Category will further be

subdivided into three subgroups on the basis of the period during which

the licence fee was deposited namely

(a) licence fee paid before 04-03-1997

(b) licence fee paid between 04-03-1997 to 31-12-1997

(c) licence fee paid after 31-12-1997

In consonance with the recommendation of the Central Empowered
Committee, the Chief Secretary vide his letter 3949/14-2-2000-
405(55)/2004 ordered the classification of the closed saw mills (that stood not

renewed on 14-03-1997) into the following categories.
Category- I Those saw mills whose licences stood renewed for period
upto 31-12-96 before the date 04-03-1997 and whose licence
renewal for 1997 was carried out after 04-03-1997.
(a) saw mills whose renewal fees were deposited before 04-03-
1997.
(b) saw mills whose renewal fees were deposited between 05-
03-1997 to 31-12-1997
(c) saw mills whose renewal fees were deposited after 31-12-
1997
Category-II Those saw mills whose licences stood renewed for year upto
1995 before the date 04-03-1997 and whose licence renewal
for years 1996 and 1997 was carried out after 04-03-1997.
This category was also divided into the following three sub

categories-
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(a) saw mills whose renewal fees were deposited before 04-03-
1997.

(b) saw mills whose renewal fees were deposited between 05-
03-1997 to 31-12-1997

(c) saw mills whose renewal fees were deposited after 31-12-
1997

Category-III Those saw mills whose licences stood renewed for year upto

1994 before the date 04-03-1997 but whose licence renewal

for the years 1995,1996 and 1997 were carried out after 04-

03-1997. This category was also subdivided into the following

three subcategories-

(a) saw mills whose renewal fees were deposited before 04-03-
1997.

(b) saw mills whose renewal fees were deposited between 05-
03-1997 to 31-12-1997

(c) saw mills whose renewal fees were deposted after 31-12-
1997

Category-IV (Other saw mills)- All saw mills other than those of Category-

I, Category-Il and Category-III whose licence renewal for

period after 1993 were not carraied out before 04-03-1997.

In respect of these saw mills it is to be known that their licence renewals
were carried out in which previous years and also the year of last renewal
before 04-03-1997.

The notification specifically provided that for each saw mill the date of

establishment, name of owner, number of units and other informations

have to be compiled and verified. The licence fee deposited by saw mills of

category 1(a), 1(b), 2(a) and 2(b) shall be verified from the original records

and it shall be confirmed that they are not involved in any FOREST
OFFENCE.
The State Level Committee

The CEC had already constituted a State Level Committee comprising

Principal Secretary, Forests Shri. V.N. Garg, Principal Chief Conservator of
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Forests U.P. Shri B.K. Patnaik and Chief Conservator of Forests (Regional)

Shri N.C. Bahuguna for the compilation and verification of the above

information. To facilitate the process the notification issued by the Chief
Secratry constituted the District Level Committee for each District of the State
headed by the District Magistrate and having senior Superintendent of
Police/Superintendent of Police and Divisional Forest Officer as members. It
was ordered that the District Level Committees shall supervise and conduct the
collection, compilation and verification of the informations of the District.

The Subsequent Orders/Recommendations

After receiving specific informations regarding saw mills closed pursuant
to Hon'ble Supreme Court’s order dated 01-09-2006 from the District level
Committees, the State Level Committee began the process of categorising the
saw mills into the four categories. The provisional categorisation was displayed
on the official website wherin time period for filing of objections was indicated.
The State Level Committee considered the objections and sent the Final
Categorisation to the Central Empowered Committee. After analysing the
Report of the Central Empowered Committee the Hon'ble Supreme Court by
order dated 18-05-2007 has permitted the reopening of the saw mills
falling in Category I, II and III. Subsequently, the Hon'ble Supreme Court by
Order 27-07-2007 directed that subject to availability of wood the saw mills
falling in Category IV may be considered for grant of Fresh licence subject
to such terms and conditions as are and/or may be prescribed.

Decision
After considering the recommendations of the State Level Committee and

other detailed examination the following decisions were taken:

) saw mills categorized as category IV saw mills by the SLC may be

considered for grant of licence under the saw mill rules subject to the

fulfillment of the following conditions:

(a) there has not been any transfer of licence after 04-03-1997 except
by inheritance or sucession. The units in respect of which the
original licence was transferred to others will not be eligible for
grant of licence,
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(b)

(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)

(g)

it will be considered as a new licence with prospective effect from
the date of grant of permission by the competent authority under
the Saw mills Rules.

there is adequate timber availability in the State,

there is no forest offence pending against the unit on 01-09-2006.
such units will not be transferable except by inheritance or
sucession,

detailed procedure and guidelines for grant of licence to the units
will be issued by the State Level Committee, and

saw mills falling in the various categories will deposit one time

payment, in addition to the normal licence

Odd Saw Mill Units

There are several Saw mill units who had paid licence fee regularly before

04-03-1997 but were never granted licence by the Forest Department. Their

fate remained uncertain for several years. But as per the recommendations

made by the CEC on 4thApril 2008 they may also be considered or grant of

licence under the saw mill Rules subject to the fulfilment of the following

conditions:-

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)
(f)

(g)

licence shall be granted in order of seniority to only such units who
regularly paid lience fee from the year 1989 onwards till 1996.
it will be considered as a new licence with prospective effect from
the date of grant of permission by the competent authority under
the Saw Mill Rules.
there is adequate timber available in the State.
there is no forest offence pending against the unit as on 01-09-
2006.
the unit will not be transferable except by inheritance or sucession,
detailed procedure and guidelines for grant of licence to the units
will be issued by the SLC, and
licence shall be granted in the name of person in whose name the
licence fee was deposited or to his/her legal heir in case of his/her
death.
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Peculiar Ones

During the process of categorizating of Saw mills cropped up some cases
of saw mills whose licences had been renewed upto the year 1994-95
whereafter because of non payment of licence fee, the licences of such units
were cancelled and subsequently have not been included in any category of the
Saw mill. In its meeting held on 4th April 2008 the CEC decided that all
such cases may be considered by the SLC on merit and a decision may be
taken after verifying the details of the renewals. The CEC has recommended
that such units should be categorized as per CEC’s letter dated 06-10-2006.

which explicitly defines the four categories and the three sub-categories.

Saw Mill Licence

Under Rule-4 of the U.P. Establishment and Regulation of Saw Mills
Rules 1978 is laid down the provision of Application for obtaining licence. It is
laid down that any person desiring to establish erect or operate any existing
saw mill shall make an application in that behalf to the Divisional Forest
Officer concerned for obtaining a licence in the Form giving in Schedule-I
appended to these Rules.

Under Rule 5 it is provided that On receipt of an application under
Rule 4, the Divisional Forest Officer shall acknowledge the same and
thereafter shall make such enquiries as he may deem fit and after
satisfying himself with regard to the following factors, grant the licence in
the form given in Schedule-II appended to the Rules:-

(i) that the required quantity of timber through by legitimate means
would be available at the proposed venue of the saw mill without
causing any damage to the tree growth in the Forests under the
control of the Government and the adjacent rural areas,

(ii) that the applicant has acquired or is in a position to acquire
necessary area for erecting and running a saw mill in accordance
with the conditions specified in the licence,

(iii) that the machinery power etc, is available or is likely to be

available to the applicant;
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(iv) that the applicant has obtained a "No Objection Certificate" from

the District Magistrare concerned for erecting and running the

saw mill;

In case the Divisional Forest Officer is not satisfied he may reject the
application.

Rule-6 provides that every licence granted under Rule-5 or
renewed under Rule-7 shall remain valid for such period not exceeding
three years from the date of issue of renewal as may be specified in the
licence.

But presently as per Hon'ble Supreme Court's order passed on 29/30-

10-2002 "No State Government or Union Territory will permit the opening

of any saw mills, veneer or plywood industry without prior permission of

the Central Empowered Committee. There shall also be no relaxation of

rules with regard to the grant of lience without previous concurrence of

the CEC. It shall be open to apply to this court for relaxation and or

appropriate modification of orders qua plantation or grant of licences."

As per Rule 11 of the rules as amended by U.P. Establishment and
regulation (Third Amendment) Rules 2004 an annual fee of Rupees five
throusand per unit of saw mill for grant or renewal of licences shall be
payable by the applicants/licence which will be credited to the revenue of
Forest Department through a treasury chalan under the receipt head
"0406-01-800-03".

Revocation of the Saw Mill Licence

Rule- 8 of the Uttar Pradesh Establishment and Regulation of Saw

Rules 1978 provides for Revocation of a saw mill licence. It states that
"Notwithstanding anything contained in the foregoing rules, the Divisional
Forest Officer concerned may where he has reason to believe that a licencee is
operating the saw mill in contravention of the provisions of these Rules or
conditions of licence or the licencee is indulging in activities prejudicial to the
interests of Forest Conservancy, at any time after giving revoke the licence
granted under Rules-5 or renewed under Rule-7."

Intimation to applicant or licencee
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Rule- 9 provides that where the concerned Divisional Forest Officer
refuses to issue or renew the lience, he shall send intimation thereof to the
applicant or the holder of the licence as the case may be, giving reasons

therefor.

Provision For Appeal

Rule 10 provides for Appeal against refusal to issue or renew or
against revocation of licences. It provides that "Any person aggrieved by an
order of Divisional Forest Officer under Rule 9 may within thirty days of
the service of the order on him, appeal to the concerned concerned
Conservator of Forests. The Conservator of Forests thereupon, shall
decide the appeal after giving the Divisional Forest Officer and/or
appellant, an opportunity of being heard. The decision of the Conservator
of Forests on such appeal shall be final."

Since the constitution of the Central Empwered Committee and the
State Level Committee, any person dissatisfied with the final order may
represent in writing to the State Level Committee or the Central Empowered

Committee.

Relocation of Saw Mills

The provision for relocation of saw mill is governed by the Interim
Order passed by Hon'ble Supreme Court on 08-05-1997 in writ petition (c)
no. 171 of 1996 and 597 of 1996 which directed that "PCCF, may on a case to

case basis consider grant of permission to an existing licenced saw mill to

relocate itself, provided that the relocated site is not within ten

kilometres of any existing Forest.”

Further the Hon'ble Supreme Court's Order in I.A. No. 385 clarified

and ordered that trees in plantations by the sides of roads and railways be
excluded from the definition of forests while considering the Relocation of

Sawmills.
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Installed Capacity and Timber Requirement

For the purpose of assessing the timber requirement, the Saw mills
may be classified into different categories either on the basis of the type and
the number of the horizontal and vertical band saws used them or on the
basis of the horse power of the machines used by them.

On the basis of power used by them the saw mills may be divided
into

(i) saw mills of 10 H.P. and below

(ii) Saw mills between 10 H.P. and 20 H.P.

(iii) saw mills between 20 H.P. to 40 H.P.

(iv) saw mills between 40 H.P. to 60 H.P. and

(v) saw mills above 60 H.P.

On the basis of the actual production figures of the Saw mills
operated by the U.P. Forest Corporation till 1996 and as given in the report of
the Expert Committee filed through an affidavit dated 22-02-1997 before the
Hon'ble Supreme Court, the normative installed capacity of Saw mills is
540 cubic metres. The perusal of the report of the Expert Committee
constituted for the State of U.P. clarifies that this figure is actually for the saw
mills of 10 H.P.

Acoordingly, the timber requirement of saw mills installed with
machines of higher H.P. has to be different and may be taken as under:-

(i) saw mills of 10 H.P. and below - 540 cu.mt.

(base value)

(i) saw mills between 10 H.P. to 20 H.P. - 810 cu.mt.

(1.5 time the base value)

(iii) saw mills between 20 H.P. to 40 H.P. - 1080 cu.mt.

(2 time the base value)

(iv) saw mills between 40 H.P. to 60 H.P. - 1620 cu.mt.

(3 time the base value)

(v) saw mills above 60 H.P. - 2160 cu.mt.

(4 time the base value)
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In compliance of the order of Hon’ble Supreme Court passed in [.A.

1399, L.A. 946 (W.P. 202/95 T.N. Godavarman Vs. U.O.I and others) on

01.09.2006 out of a total of five thousand five hundred and sixty six saw mills

in the State of Uttar Pradesh the operation of three thousand two hundred and

twenty two saw mills were suspended. This figure comprised 2246 saw mills of

category I and II, 127 saw mills of category III and 847 saw mills of category IV.

As per the recommendations of the Central Empowered committee out

of the 2246 suspended saw mills of category I and category II, 2226 have been

opened while 20 saw mills have been kept suspended due to their involvement

in Forest Offences. In the same way out of 127 suspended saw mills of category

IIT 122 have been opened while five have been kept suspended.

The situation may be expressed in a tabular nutshell as follows-

Sl.No. Description Total Total No. of Saw | Number of
number | mills in | closed Saw
operation mills
1. Operational Saw mills 2347 2347 -
whose licences stood
renewed as on
4.03.1997 or before
2. Saw mills of Cat I and 2246 2226 20
CatII
Saw mills of Cat III 127 122 5
Saw mills of Cat IV 847 310 537
Granted to saw mills 94 94
who regulary paid fees
from the year 1989
onwards till 1996
TOTAL 5661 5099 562

The Latest position can be ascertained on the website http//Forest.up.nic.in
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CHAPTER II- VENEER/PLYWOOD UNITS

The terms 'veneer' and 'plywood' are latest offshoots of the modernised

wood based industry. 'Veneer' implies a thin layer of decorative wood or plastic
used to cover a cheaper material. 'Plywood' implies wood that consists of
several thin layers of wood stuck together. From these two terms emerge the
concepts and realities of veneer units or plywood units or veneer and plywood
units. The basic difference between a veneer unit and a plywood unit is
that while the former is a primary consumer of wood the latter is a
secondary consumer of wood. Strictly speaking these units fall under the
definition of Saw Mill provided in Rule-2 of the U.P. Establishment and
Regulation of Saw Mills Rules 1978.

'Saw Mills' means and includes and includes any mechanical devices
whether operating with electric poer, fuel power or manpower, for the
purpose of cutting, sawing or converting timber and wood into pieces or
the like acts."

In view of the above definition peelers, slicers, converters and chippers
used for different processes with conversion of raw material into the end
product in the plywood, veneer, matchwood or paper industries, sports
goods and other industries come under the definition of a saw mill. But
prior to the order of Hon'ble Supreme Court date 12-12-96 and 04-03-1997 in
the matter of Writ Petition no. 202/1995 (T.N. Godavaraman versus U.O.l. and
others) the Saw mills rules had in practice been applied to only traditional saw
mills which had been engaged only in sawing of logs or large size timber and
had never been applied to regulate, plywood, veneer, handicrafts or sports
goods industries. Neither any licence was being issued not any regulation of
the U.P. Establishment and Regulation of Saw Mill Rules 1978 was applied to
these units. The common practice that had prevailed was that of plywood and
veneer industries getting thermselves registered as small scale industries in the
Industries Department. In the year 1989 the U.P. Govt. order no.
739(1)/14-2 dated July 26, 1989 imposed a ban on licensing/registration

of new wood based industries in the State of Uttar Pradesh.
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In the year 1995 U.P. Govt. order no. 4938/14-2-94-687/1988 dated
Feb 15, 1995 exempted certain wood based industries (plywood,
decorative veneers, particle board, medium density board, fiber board,
block board and pulpwood, toys, packing case, agricultural implements)
from the ban imposed on July 26, 1989. The lifting of ban was declared to be
made in view of increased availability of raw materials from farmer's fields. The
exemption was only for 38 districts specified in the Govt. order of 1995. The
role of Forest department was limited to issuance of No. Objection Certificate
for establishment of New Units which were thereafter registered in the
Industries department. The first explicit regulation/order arrived on 04-03-
1997 whence Hon'ble Supreme Court in its hearing in writ petition No. 202 of
1995 T.N. Godavarman Vs. U.O.I. ordered as follows:-

"All unlicenced saw mills, veneer and plywood industries in the

State of Maharashtra and the State of U.P. are to be closed forthwith and

the State would not remove or relax the condition for grant of

permission/licence for the opening of any such saw mills, veneer and

plywood industry and it shall not grant any fresh permission/licence for

this purpose. The Chief Secretary of the States will ensure strict

compliance of this direction and file a compliance report within two

weeks”. However at the field level most of the divisions due to the then existent
practices and provisions of the Govt. order dated 15-02-1995 did not close
those units which had been registered under Industries Department.

To avoid any possibility of violation of the Hon'ble Supreme Court's order
dated 04-03-1997, the Government of U.P. in the year 1999 vide its
Government order no. 7123(1)/14-2687/99 dated 28-09-1999 banned
establishment of new plywood and veneer industries by amending the
exemption provisions of Government order dated 15-02-1995. However the
provision contained in the Government order dated 15-02-1995 regarding
requirement of No Objection Certificate from the Forest department for the
registration of wood based industries was retained.

The Hon'ble Supreme Court in its hearing in W.P. (C) no. 202/1995
held on 30-10-2002 ordered as follows:
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No State or Union Territory shall permit any unlicenced sawmill,

veneer, plywood industry to operate and they are directed to close all

such unlienced units forthwith. No State Government or Union Territory

will permit the opening of any sawmills, veneer or plywood industry

without permission of the Central Empowered Committee. The Chief

Secretary of each State will ensure strict compliance of this direction.

There shall also be no relaxation of rules with regard to the grant of

licence without previous concurrence of the CEC. It shall be open to apply

to this Court for relaxation and or appropriate modifications of orders qua

plantation or grant of licences.

The Central Empowered Committee in its report dated 01-09-2005

submitted to the Hon'ble Supreme Court recommended as follows:

(@) a seniority list of plywood/veneer units operating in the State of
Uttar Pradesh and Uttaranchal (part of undivided UP) on the
strength of "No Objection Certificate" issued by the Forest
epartment prior to 04-03-1997 may be prepared after verifying the
validity and genuineness of such No Objection certificate.

(b) after accessing timber availability qua capacity of existing licenced
saw mills depending upon the availability of timber the existing
plywood/veneer units may be granted licence on the principle of
first come last go. The units found not eligible for grant of licence
may be closed.

(c) the electricity connection of all wunlicenced units shall be
disconnected their machinery shall be dismantled and the various
registration etc. issued to such units shall be cancelled by the
respective authorities.

The Hon'ble Supreme Court in its hearing in [.A. No. 1399 and I.A. No.

569 with I.A. No. 946 in I.A. Nos. 301-382 in writ petition (c) no. 202 of 1995,

held on sept 1, 2006 accepted the above recommendations of the CEC and

ordered accordingly.
In compliance of the Hon'ble Supreme Courts dated 01-09-2006 the U.P.

Government vide its notification 660/14-2-2006-405(55)/2004 dated 13-09-
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2006 instructed all the divisions to immediately close all such veneer/plywood
units which were operating in their jurisdictions without having No Objection
Certificate from the concerning Divisional Forest Officer.

Consequently 105 veneer/plywood units were closed in the State and the
closure report was submitted to the Central Empowered Committee.

In its Report File no. 1-19/EC/SC/2005-pt. XII dated Oct 10, 2006 the
Central Empowered Committee directed the classification of veneer/plwood

units into four broad categories as follows:

Category I -Units established prior to 26-07-89

Category II -Units established between 27-07-89 to 15-02-95
Category III -Units established between 16-02-95 to 04-03-97
Category IV -Units established after 04-03-97

The Central Empowered Committee also directed that in the case of each
veneer/plywood unit, details such as SSI Registration, NOC from the forest
department, date of the commencement of the production, sales tax paid
during the first three years of production, machinery purchased by it, the
type and the number of machines purchased by it shall be compiled and the
above information shall be provided to the CEC at the earliest.

The Central Empowered Committee constituted a State Level Committee
consisting of Shri B.N. Garg, Principal Secretary (Forest), Shri B.K. Patnaik,
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and Shri N.C. Bahuguna, Regional
Conservator of Forests, MoEF Lucknow constituted for the complilation and
verification of the information about the saw mills and the other wood based
industry.

Through  notification no. 3949/14-2-2000-405(SS)/2004 VAN
ANUBHAG-2 dated Oct 11, 2006 a District Level Committee headed by the
District Magistrate and having Senior Superintendent of
Police/Superintendent of Police, Divisional Forest Officer, General
Manager District Industries Centre and Trade Tax Officer as members was
declared constituted which were entrusted with the task of compilation and
verification of documents/records of veneer/plywood units. The District level
Committees were instructed to send information of units of Category-I and
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Category-II latest by 20-10-2006 and those of Category-III and Category-IV
latest by 30-10-2006.

After receiving the informations from the District Level Committees, the
State Level Committee analysed them during its meetings held on different
dates. The provisional categorization was displayed on the Website and in
leading news papers and the duration for filing objections was indicated. The
units wherein specific categories could not be ascertained were provisionally
placed in Special Category and in their cases further informations were called
for. The objections were considered by the State Level Committee and the final
report was sent to the CEC.

The Central Empowered Committee in its Report submitted to the
Hon'ble Supreme Court kkthrough file no. 1-19/CEC/SC/2006-pt.xv dated
19th April 2007 stated that the process had been completed for the units
provisionally falling in Category-I and II and for others was in progress. Subject
to the availability of timber they may be granted licence under the Saw Mill
Rules in the order of their seniority. The CEC recommended that "while
granting the licence, the details of the machinery such as press, vertical
band saw and peeler installed by such units should be mentioned on the
licence itself. Units with saw mill lience should have the option to
continue either as a saw mill or as a plywood/veneer unit. No expansion
of the existing machineries should be permissible"

The CEC made specific recommendation for units allotted Category-I as
follows:

"the permission may be granted to the plywood/veneer units
established prior to 26-07-1987 without any penalty as there was no
restriction on the establishment of the plywood/eneer units prior to this
date. There are 29 plywood/veneer units falling in this category."

As regards the Category II and Category III units the CEC recommended
as below:-

The units established between 27-07-1989 to 04-03-1997 may be
granted licences on the payment of one time amount for operating in
violation of the U.P. Saw Mill Rules. The CEC may be permitted to decide
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this additional amount in consultation with the SLC. This amount should
be payable in addition to the normal licence or other fee otherwise
payable by such units.
As regards the Category IV wunits (i.e. the plywood/veneer units
established after 04-03-1997) irrespective of timber availability they should be
directed to be closed permanently as such units have been established in
flagrant of the Hon'ble Court's Order dated 04-03-1997.
The CEC emphatically recommended as follows:-
"to ensure that the plywood/veneer units are not causing any
environmental pollution, the grant of licence should be effected by the
Forest Department only after they obtain the NOC from the State
Pollution Control Board. The units which fail to obtain the NOC within the
period stipulated by the SLC should be liable to be closed permanently."
The CEC in its meeting held on 08-06-2007 recommended the One Time
Payment for Grant of Licence to Category-II and III VENEER/PLYWOOD UNITS
as follows:
(@) Only Veneer Units - Rs. 1,50,000.00
per peeler/slicer in the unit

(b) Plywood Units - Rs. 4,50,000.00
(including block boards, table tops and
all types of doors)

[Note- The plywood units having peelers and slicers along with the
press for the plywood machinery shall not pay additional amount for the
machines other than the amount of for the press]

As regards the Grant of Licence under Saw mill Rules the Central

Empowered Committee decided as follows:
(I) the veneer/plywood units established prior to 04-03-1997 and
allowed to operate as per Hon'ble Supreme Court's Order on the basis of
the availability of timber shall be granted licence under the U.P. saw mill
rules 1978 after the payment of one time payment and the licence fee
payable for year 2007 onwards under the said rules. The licence fee shall
be charged from the units with prospective effect.
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(II) the SLC shall authorize the competent licencing authority under the

Saw mill rules for the grant of licence on realization of the aforesaid
amount and the licence fee prescribed under the rules and after
completing all the formalities by the units such as obtaining the No
Objection from the U.P. Pollution control board etc.
(III) the closed units falling in category II and III may be reopened after
deposition of the one time payment amount. The units of Category-II and
IIT which are open may be given 15 days time to deposit the same. All the
units in Category-I, II and III may be given upto 4 months (120 days)
time to comply with all the other formalities, uner the Saw Mill Rules and
also to obtain the NOC from the U.P. Pollution Control Board. In case they
fail to comply with the same in the given period, their units are liable to
be closed.

(IV) while granting the licence, the following details of the machinery

installed by such units shall be clearly mentioned in the body of the

licence to be issued to the concerned unit:

(a) Number and type (size & daylight) of press.

(b) Number and type (size) of peelers.

(c) Horizontal Band Saw (HBS) with or without trolley with the
size and the Horse Power (HP).

(d) Vertical Band Saw (VBS) with size and the Horse Power (HP)
and

(e) other types of saw including culture chippers with their
respective sizes and the Horse Power (HP).

(V) The unit shall not be eligible to add or expand the capacity of such
machines. If any unit is found to have violated the above
conditions, the licence issued in respect of such units shall be liable
to be cancelled.

(VI) Plywood/veneer units with saw mill licence shall have the option to
continue as a saw mill or as a veneer/plywood unit. However,
plywood units may be allowed to have vertical band saw for captive
conversion for its own consumption. In case any unit requires to
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retain the horizontal band saw for its captive use, it can only be
allowed after obtaining the express permission of the S.L.C. It is
reiterated that under no circumstances the VBS/HBS shall be used
for purpose of making veneer or plywood in the same unit.

Regarding the Category IV veneer/plywood units the CEC decided as
follows:

"It was decided that to ensure permanent closure of sawmills
units belonging to category IV and veneer/plywood units established
after 04-03-1997, the SLC shall direct the District Level Committees
to issue notices to all such units which are to be closed. The DLC
shall give thirty days notice to the owners of all such units to carry
out the closure of their units failing which the District Level
Committee shall affect the closure by disconnecting the electricity

and cancelling the various licences and registrations."

INSTALLED CAPACITY AND TIMBER REQUIREMENT

In the Report of the Indian Plywood Industries Research and Training

Institute (IPIRTI), Banglore, an autonomous body under the Ministry of

Environment and Forests, the timber requirement for peeling lathe of 4 ft and
7ft size has been assessed 5 cubic metre and 11 cubic metre respectively per
day on an average of 8 working hours per day. Assuming that the peeling units
work for 8 hours per day on an average of 300 days in a year the normative
timber requirement of the peeling Lathe of 4 ft size in Veneer units comes out
to be 1500 cubic metres. Thus the total timber requirement for the stand alone
veneer units may be assessed by calculating the equivalent number of 4 feet
lathe machines and by taking its normative installed capacity as 1500 cubic
metres per annum.

The plywood units use presses of various sizes such as 8x4x6, 8x4x12,
8x4x15, 4x4x7, 4x4x10. A 8x4x10 capacity press can produce 10 plywood

pieces of 8'x4' size per hour whereas a 8x4x15 capacity press can produce upto
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15 plywood of 8'x4' size per hour and so on. The normative installed capacity

of 8x4x10 capacity press is approcimately 2000 cubic metres per annum.

Latest position of Veneer/Plywood Units

In compliance of Hon’ble Supreme Courts order dated 01-09-2006 a total

number of three hundred and fourteen Veneer/Plywood units were classified

into four categories as per the directions/instructions of the Central

Empowered Committee. The Category-wise summary is indicated below:-

S.No. Description Total Number
1 2 3
Veneer/Plywood Units of Category I 34
Veneer/Plywood Units of Category II and III 183
Veneer/Plywood Units of Category IV 97
Total 314

As per Hon’ble Supreme Court order dated 18-05-2007 and CEC’s

consequent recommendation Veneer/Plywood Units of Category I, Category II

and Category III have been made operational and the process/procedure of

granting them licence is in progress.
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CHAPTER 3- IMPORTANT ORDERS OF HON'BLE SUPREME COURT

IN WRIT PETITION (civil) 202/1995 T.N.

GODAVARMAN Vs U.O.I. AND Others

Sl

No.

Date of
Hon'ble
Supreme
Court's

order

Case reference

Order in brief (pertaining to U.P.)

12-12-96

writ petition (C)
No. 202 of 1995

Ban was imposed upon felling in forest.
All those forestry works which had not
been approved by the Central Goernment
were ordered to be stopped. The meaning
of "Forest Land" and the word "Forest"
was clarified. The State Govts. were
ordered to constitute Expert Committees.
Each State Govt. was directed to file
within two months a report regarding the
number of saw mills and plywood mills
actually operating within the State with
particulars of their real ownership, their
proximity to the mnearest forest, their

source of timber.

04-03-97

writ petition (C)
No. 202 of 1995

All unlicenced saw mills, veneer and
plywood industries in the State of
Maharashtra and the State of U.P. are to
be closed forthwith and the State would
not remove or relax the condition for grant
of permission/licence for the opening of
any such saw mills, veneer and plywood
industry and it shall also not grant any

fresh permission/licence for this purpose.
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The Chief Secretary of the State will
ensure strict compliance of this direction
and file a compliance report within two

weeks.

08-05-97

writ petition (C)
No. 171 of 1996
and 597 of 1996

P.C.C.F. may, on a case to case basis
consider grant of permission to an existing
licenced saw mill to relocate itself,
provided that the relocated site is not
within 10 Kms. of any existing forest. The
Forest Corporation may with prior
permission of PCCF remove dead or dry
trees for supply in the same manner in
depot to people residing in these areas.
The Forest Corporation shall undertake
itself without

such activity engaging

outside agencies.

05-05-98

IA Nos. 60,
291, 276, 385

166,

Trees along road and railways to be
excluded from Forest's definition for
relocation. The State Govt. was allowed to
amend the relevant rules in accordane
with the law keeping in view of various
orders and directions issued by the

Hon'ble Supreme Court from time to time.

24-01-2002

Jawahar Lal
and
others Vs DFO,

U.P.

Sharma

and others
with civil Appeal
no. 669 of 2002
out of

dd No.

(Arising

SLP (o)

The appeals are allowed and disposed of
by directing that the prayer for renewal of
the licence made by each of the applicants
shall be dealt with by the competent
authorities of the State in accordane with
law. In doing so, the authorities shall keep
in view the directions issued or which may

be issued by the Hon'ble Supreme Court
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4694/2001)

of India from time to time.

30-04-2002 | I.A. No. 664 The Hon'ble Supreme Court set aside
amendment of the Establishment and
Regulation of Saw Mill Rules made by the
State on June 26, 1998 in so far as it
exempted saw mills using mechanical
devices up to 3 H.P. from obtaining
licence.
09-05-2002 Order of Notification for Constitution of
Central Empowered Committee.
22-10-2002 | IA. No. 301, 382 | The Hon'ble Supreme Court dismissed the
held by various |IAs treating such saw mills as unlicenced
saw mills of U.P. | saw mill. While dismissing the IAs the
Many of them |PCCF, U.P. Forest Department was
had deposited the | directed to file the details of the saw mills
licence fee from | which have been closed and dismantled.
time to time but
were not issued
any licence.
29/30-10- |writ petition (C)| No State or Union Territory shall permit
2002 No. 202 of 1995 any unlicenced saw mill, veneer, plywood

industry to operate and they are directed
to all
forthwith. No

close such wunlicenced units

State Govt. or Union

Territory will permit the opening of any
sawmills, veneer or plywood industry
without prior permission of the Central
Empowered  Committee. @ The  Chief
Secretary of each State will ensure strict
compliance of this direction. There shall

also be no relaxation of rules with regard

35




to the grant of licence without previous
concurrence of the CEC. It shall be open
to apply to this Court for relaxation and or
appropriate modifications of orders qua

plantation or grant of licences.

10.

06-05-2003

IA No. 129, 132,
135, 139, 175,
178, 44°7-452,
461 & 464 filed

the wvarious

by
saw mills of the
State of U.P.
against the
closure of the saw
mill in purported
compliance of the
Hon'ble Court's
order dated 04-

03-1997

The I.A.s were dismissed by the Hon'ble

Supreme Court.

11.

01-08-2003

[LA. 946

The Hon'ble Court directed
PCCF, U.P. to file fresh affidavit giving saw

Supreme

mill wise details of each of the saw mills
closed pursuant to the Hon'ble Supreme

Court's order dated 04-03-97.

12.

25-08-2003

LA. No. 942
(Recommendation
s of CEC in I.A.s
Nos. 822 & 919
and IA No. 937
(recommendation

s of CEC in IA

The Hon'ble Supreme Court rejected all

the applications observing that the
exemption provided under Rules 12 does
not entitle the applicants to use powered
saws which are nothing but saw mills for
sawing of timber irrespective of their claim

that this is to be used only for carpentry
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Nos. 211, 214,
216, 455, 468,
140, 153, 505,
508 and 179-183)

purposes and not for commercial

purposes.

13.

01-09-2006

I.LA. No. 1399 and
IA No. 1569 with
[LA. No. 946 in
I.LA. Nos 301-382
in writ petition (c)

202/95

Most of the recommendations made by
CEC through Iletter dated 01-09-2005
accepted.

"In this view we direct the suspension of
all 1607 saw mills in respect of which
licences were renewed after 4th March
1997. The State Government would
ensure that the saw mills do not operate."
"A seniority list of plywood/veneer units
operating in the State of Uttar Pradesh
and Uttaranchal (part of undivided U.P.)
on the strength of 'No Objection
Certificate' issued by the  Forest
Department prior to 04-03-1997 may be
prepared after accessing timber
availability qua capacity of existing lienced
saw mills depending upon the availbility
of timber the existing plywood/veneer
units may be granted licence on the
principle of first come last go. The units
found not eligible for grant of licence may
be closed. the electricity connection of all
unlicenced units shall be disconnected,
their machinery shall be dismantled and
the various registrations etc issued to
such wunits shall be cancelled by the

respective authorities"
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18-05-2007

IAs 1399 in 946
in 301-382 and
IA 9 in SLP (¢

24951-

24954 /2005

The matters relate to Saw mills and
Plywood and veneer. The CEC has
considered the availability of wood for
industries which was assessed as 43.70
lakh cu.mt. from trees outside Forests
and 2.00 cu.mt. from Government
Forests. It also assessed the units into
four categories. We accept the CEC’S
recommendations. The saw mills may be
permitted on the basis of
recommendations made by the CEC.
Licences may be given on the basis of
recommendations made by the State Level
Committee. If there are any objections
regarding grant of licences, the parties
would be at liberty to submit their
applications  before the CEC for

consideration.

15

27.07.2007

LLA. No.

[LA.1873
1399 in
petition
202/95

in
No.
writ

(©)

those saw mills which have been
functioning right from 1983 and some of
them who claim to be functioning from
1985 to 1997 and which are included in
category IV of the CEC report, may submit
fresh applications before the appropriate
authorities for running their saw mills
and the appropriate authorities shall
consider the availability of wood and if
sufficient wood is available they may be
granted fresh licences, subject to such
terms and conditions as are and/or may

be prescribed.
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21.11.2008

I.LA Nos. 2160-2161
in 1399, 2185 in I.A.

728, 2248-2249 in
1694,

2254, 2280, 2284-
2286, 2314-2315,
2316-2317, 2323-
2324, 2325-2327,
2376-2377, 2383-
2385, 2393-2394 in
W.P. (0) No.
202/1995

WITH W.P. (C) NO.
23/2008, W.P. (C)

NO. 24/2008, W.P.
(C) NO. 33/2008
W.P. (C) NO.
131/2008, W.P. (C)
NO. 522/207, W.P.
(C) NO. 116/2007

The applicants are transferees of saw mills
which were either not given licences or
these saw mills were not being operated.
CEC has filed a report and has suggested
that along with other applications received
for renewal,

timber in the State of U.P. and after

subject to availability of

meeting the requirement of licence of
in the wunits
covered by CEC report dated 6.5.2008 in
[.LA. No. 2185 in 728 of the wood based

wood based industries

industries and in terms of the orders
passed by this Court on 18.5.2007 and
27.7.2007, these applications will also be
considered. The applications for licence
may be considered by the CEC within a

period of three week
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CHAPTER IV- THE COMMITTEES

Those concerned with the implementation planning or knowledge

pertaining to sawmills or veneer/plywood units have to be conversant with the
existence of three committees namely the Central Empowered Committee, the
State Level Committee and the District Level Committee. Let us attempt to

describe the origin and the functions of these committees.
CENTRAL EMPOWERED COMMITTEE

The Central Empowered Committee has been constituted by the Hon'ble
Supreme Court by its order dated 09-05-2002 in Writ Petitions (Civil) Nos.
202/95 and 171/96 (T.N. Godavarman versus U.O.l. and others).

The powers and functions of the Committee as per the orders of the
Hon'ble Supreme Court of India are as under:
1- Pending interlocutory application in these two writ petitions as well as
the reports and affidavits filed by the States in response to the orders made by
the Hon’ble Supreme Court shall be examined by the committee, and their
recommendations will be placed before Hon’ble Supreme Court for orders.
2- Any individual having any grievance against any steps taken by the
Government or any other authority in purported compliance with the orders
passed by this Hon'ble Supreme Court will be at liberty to move the Committee
for seeking suitable relief. The Committee may dispose of such applications in
conformity with the orders passed by Hon'ble Supreme Court. Any application
which cannot be appropriately disposed of by the Committee may be referred
by it to this Hon'ble Supreme Court.
3- The Committee shall have the power to
(@) Call for any documents from any person or the government of the
Union or the State or any other official.
(b) Summon any person and receive evidence from such person on
oath either on affidavit or otherwise.
(c) Seek assistance/presence of any person(s)/official(s) required by it

in relation to its work.
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The Committee may decide its own procedure for dealing with
applications and other issues. Union of India shall provide suitable and
adequate office accomodation for the committee. The expenditure
incurred on the working of the Committee including salary/remuneration
to the extent not payable by the Government to the members and
supporting staff, may be met out of income accruing to the Special
Investigation Team (SIT). Neecessary procedure for this may be
formulated by the committee in consultation with the SIT.

The Committee is empowered to co-opt one or more persons as its
members or as special invitees for dealing with issues pertaining to a
particular State, wherever feasible, the Chief Secretary and Principal
Chief Conserator of Forests of the State shall be co-opted as special
invitees.

The committee shall submit quarterly reports to the Hon'ble Supreme
Court. It will be at liberty to seek clarifications/modifiations needed by it
from Hon'ble Supreme Court.

In pursuance to para 2 of the order the following were nominated to the

Central Empowered Committee with the approval of the Ministry of

Environment and Forests (MoEF) and concurrence of the Solicitor General of

India/Amicus Curiae in the said cases:

(i) Shri P. Jaya Krishanan, erstwhile Secretary to the Government of
India, MoEF- CHAIRMAN

(i) Shri N.K. Joshi, Additional Director General of Forests, MoEF-
Member (Representative of MoEF)

(iij)  Shri Valmik Thapar, Ranthambore Foundation- Member (NGO)

(iv)  Shri Mahendra Vyas, Advocate Supreme Court- Member (NGO)

Shri M.K. Jiwrajka (erstwhile Inspector General of Forests, Ministry of

Environment and Forests) was appointed the Member Secretary of the

Committee.

As per Notification No. 2 of the Central Empowered Committee (No 1-

1/CEC/2002) the provisions and procedures pertaining to Applications are as

follows:
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1- Any person shall be at liberty to move the Central Empowered
Committee, hereinafter referred to as the Committee, by filing an application
for seeking suitable relief against any action taken by the Central/State
Governments or any other authority, regarding:

(@) deforestation, encroachments, working of the wood based
industries, Working Plans, compensatory afforestation, plantations,
regeneration, illegal felling and transportation of timber, illegal mining in forest
area, and any other conservation issue; and

(b) the implementation of the Indian Forest Act, 1927, Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972, Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986 and the National Forest Policy, 1988 including the
Rules, Regulations and Guidelines framed thereunder;

in respect of which the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India have passed
orders in Writ Petitions no. 202/95 and 171/96.

2- All applications should be addressed to :

The Member Secretary,

Central Empowered Committee constituted

by the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India,

Room No. 106, Paryavaran Bhawan,

C.G.O. Complex, Lodi Road,

New Delhi — 110003

3- Every application shall set out the name, description and complete postal
address of the applicant and the respondent(s). It should be typed in double
space on a full-scape (legal size paper) and shall setforth in chronological order
and in consecutively numbered paragraphs, all relevant facts, grounds and
reliefs claimed and shall be signed by the applicant or his Advocate.
4- Six copies of the application shall be filed and it shall be accompanied by
copies of such documents as are in the possession of the applicant, in support
of his application, which shall be supported by a duly attested affidavit of the
applicant. All the pages of the application shall be numbered.
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5- A copy of the application shall be sent by the applicant to all the
respondents and photocopy of postal or courier receipt as proof of the same
shall be filed along with the application.
6- Every application shall have an index.
7- In the case of the pending Interlocutary Applications (I.A.s), affidavits
and reports filed by the States in response to the orders passed by the Hon'ble
Supreme Court of India, the Committee will examine them and after hearing
the parties, place its recommendations before the Hon'ble Court for passing
appropriate orders.

Monitoring of implementation of Hon'ble Supreme Court's orders.
8- The Committee will monitor the implementation of the orders passed by
the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India and place before it cases of non-
compliance in respect of encroachment removal, implementation of Working
Plans, compensatory afforestation, plantations and other conservation issues.
9- After the receipt of the application a notice of hearing shall be issued to
the parties through the counsel, Central Government, State Governments, any
other authority, electronic mode or through any other means. The notice shall
specify the date and place of hearing before the Committee.

10- Where there are a number of applications in which common issues have
been raised and similar reliefs are sought, the Committee may issue notice to
the parties through public notice/advertisement in newspapers. The
Committee in such cases may determine as to who shall bear the cost of
publication of such a notice.

11- The respondents shall be at liberty to file written objections to the
application in the form of a counter affidavit (reply) with proof of service of
advance copy to the applicant. The counter affidavit shall give para-wise reply
on merits and no gereral replies or denials would be entertained. In cases
where the respondent(s) is an office of the Central Government, the State
Government, Government Undertaking or any authority owned, managed or
controlled by the Central/State Government, the counter affidavit shall be
signed by the Head of such Department, Authority or Undertaking.

12- The Committee shall have the powers to :

43



(@) Call for any documeents from any person or the Government of the
Union or the State or any other official;
(b) Summon any person and receive evidence from such person on
oath either on affidavit or otherwise;
(c) Seek assistance/presence of any person(s)/official(s) required by it
in relation to its work.
13- A quoram comprising three members will be competent to hear the
applications and pass orders.
14- The Committee may, as and when necessary, undertake field visits, hold
public hearings, hold meetings with officials and NGOs through one or more of
members or through Special Committees or such Central Government/State
Government officials, NGOs, institutions and experts as the Committee may
deem fit.
15- The Committee may pass interim order(s) to meet thee ends of justice. In
cases as far as feasible, the Committee will pass the final order within 90 days
from the date of issue of the interim order.
16- The committee, after giving opportunity of hearing to the parties, pass
orders in writing, copies of which shall be sent to the concerned parties.
17- The orders passed by the Committee shall be in conformity with the
orders passed by the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India. In other cases, the
Committee shall place its recommendations before the Hon'ble Supreme Court
of India for passing appropriate orders.
18- The Committee shall submit Quarterly Progress Reports to the Hon'ble

Supreme Court of India.

19- All orders passed by the Committee shall be authenticated by the
Member Secretary and shall bear the seal of the Committee.

The initial address of the office of the Central Empowered Committee was
Room No. 106, Paryavaran Bhawan, CGO Complex, Lodi Road, New Delhi-
110003, TeleFax-4363976. Later on the office as shifted to Jawahar Lal Nehru
Stadium, Lodhi Road, New Delhi. The present office address of the CEC is IInd
Floor Chanakya Bhawan, Chanakya Puri, New Delhi.
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THE STATE LEVEL COMMITTEE

The State Level Committee as pertains to the State of Uttar Praesh owes

its existence to F.No. 2-7/CE/SC/2006/Pt.IV Dated 6th October, 2006 of the

Central Empowered Committee.

In its meeting held on 05-10-2006 regarding the implementation of the
Hon'ble Supreme Court's order dated 01-09-2006 in I.A. No. 1399 and I.A. No.
1569 with [.A. No. 946 regarding the closure of the unlicenced saw mills and
the other wood based industries in the State of Uttar Pradesh, the Central
Empowered Committee while laying down explicit guidelines for categorisation
of saw mills and veneer/plywood units and streamlining the informations
pertaining to the two created the legal existence of the tate Level Committee in
para 7 of the Minutes of Meeting as follows:

"For compilation and verification of the above information, a committee
compilation of Shri. B.N. Garg, Principal Secretary (Forest), Shri B.K. Patnaik,
Principal Chief Consrvator of Forests and Shri N.C. Bahuguna, Regional Chief
Conservator of Forests, MoEF, Lucknow is hereby constituted. The committee
is empowered to evolve its own procedure and co-opt any officer as a special
invitee for the purpose of compilation/verification of the information. The
Principal Secretary Industries, In-charge of the wood based industries shall
ensure that all the information sought by the committee in respect of the
Plywood /vener units is immediately made available."

Consequent to the above direction/order of the Central Empowered
ommittee the State Leel Committee framed policy for the cateegorisation and
analysis of saw mills and veneer/plywood unit of the State of Uttar Pradesh. In
its periodic meetings it reviewed and analysed the reports regarding sawmills
and veneer/plywood units received from the pertaining District Level
Committees in compliance of the Gvernment of U.P.S.s G.O. No. 3949/14-2-
2000-405(55)/2004. The process of categorisation is near completion. As per
the latest position the State Leel Committee has identified thirty four
veneer/plywood wunits of Category-I, one hundred and eighty three
veneer/plywood units of Category-II and Category-III and ninety seven

veneer/plywood units of Category-IV. In the same way analysing the
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documents of the saw mills whose licences were renewed after 04-03-1997 the
SLC has identified two thousand two hundred and forty six saw mills of
Category-I and II, one hundred and twenty seven saw mills of Category-III and
eight hunered and Forty seven saw mills of Category-IV. The State Level
Committee sends the compiled reports of its analysis to the Central Empowered
Committee. It also played a prominent role in the assessment of timber
availability in the State of U.P. and the Central Empowered Committee makes
its recommendations regarding saw mills or veneer/plywood units only after
due analysis of the reports sent by the analysis of the reports sent by the State
Level Committee. Through its notification no. F.N. 2-7/CEC dated 4th April
2008 the CEC has reconstituted the State Level Committee of U.P. with
Principal Seretary (Forest) Goernment of U.P. as Chairman, Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests U.P. and Regional Chief Consrvator of Forests MoEF as
members and Shri P.K. Verma, Chief Consrvator of Forests as Member

Secretary.
THE DISTRICT LEVEL COMMITTEE

The District Level Committees pertaining to sawmills owe their existence

to the G.O. No. 3949/14-2-2000-405(55)/2004 dated 11-10-2006 of the

Government of U.P. Reiterating the proedure for categorisation of saw mills and
veneer/plywood laid down the Central Empowered Committee in its meeting
date 05-10-2006 and notified in CEC's notifications no. F. No. 2-
7/CEC/SC/2006/pt. IV dated 6th October 2006.

As per the U.P. Government's Notification no. 3949/14-2-2000-
405(55)/2004 dated 1-10-2006 ther are two categories/types of district level
committees one for saw mills and another for veneer/plywood units which are

being separately described as below:-
THE DISTRICT LEVEL COMMITTEE FOR SAW MILLS

The District Level Committee pertaining to saw mills was

ordered/directed by the State Level Committee to have the District Magistrate

of the District its Chairman and the Senior Superintendent of
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police/Superintendent of police and the Divisional Forest Officer of the district
as members.

The task assigned to this committee was the collection, compilation and
the verification of the informations of saw mills of the district in compliance of
CEC's directions namely category (LILIII or IV), sub category (a,b or c), location,
owner's name, the number of saw mill units and other relevant details. In this
respect Category-I is of those saw mills whose licences upto 31-12-1996 were
renewed before 04-03-97 and the licence for the year 1997 have been renewed
after 1997. Category-II is of those saw mills whose licences upto December
1995 were renewed before 04-03-1997 but licence for 1996 and 1997 were
renewed after 04-03-1997. Category III is of those saw mills who licences upto
December 1994 were renewed before 04-03-1997 but licences for the year
1995, 1996 and 1997 were renewed thereafter. Category IV includes all the
other saw mills i.e. those saw mills whose saw mill licences for the year 1993
onwards were not renewed before 04-03-1997. Each Category was to be further
subdivided into three subcategories namely (a) the licence fee paid before 04-
03-1997 (b) the licence fee paid between 05-03-1997 to 31-12-1997 (c) the
licence fee paid after 31-12-97. In respect of the saw mills falling in Category
I(a), I(b), II(a) and II(b) the details of the licence fee paid were to be verified by
referring to the original records. For such units it was also to be verified that
they were not involved in any forest offence registered by the Forest
Department. All the District Level Committees of the State of U.P. submitted
their reports pertaining to saw mills to the State Level Committee. The
submission facilitated and accelerated the provisional and final categorisation
of saw mills and reopening of most of the closed ones of Category I, II and III
with some conditions.

THE DISTRICT LEVEL COMMITTEE FOR VENEER/PLYWOOD

The District Level Committee for Veneer/Plywood for a District was

directed /ordered by the State Level Committee to have the District Magistrate
of the District as its chairman and the Superintendent of Police/Senior
Superintendent of Police, Divisional Forest Officer, General Manager, District

Industries Centre and the Trade Tax officer of the District as Members. The
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task assigned to such committees was the categorisation (LII, III or IV) of all
Veneer/Plywood units of the District (Cat-I Units established before 26-07-
1989, Cat-II- Units establishment between 27-07-1989 to 15-02-1995, Cat-III-
Units established between 16-02-1995 to 04-03-1997 Cat-IV- Units established
after 04-03-1997. The District Level Committees were given the task to collect,
compile and verify for all the Veneer/Plywood Units details such as (a)
Provisional Registration as SSI Unit (b) Permanent registration as SSI Unit (c)
NOC from the Forest Department (d) the date of commencement of Production
(e) the sales tax paid during the first three years of production (f) details and
date of purchase of machinery (g) details of the saw mill licence if any (h)
whether in addition to plywood/veneer unit saw mill is also being run (i) the

number of peelers/slicers of various sizes (J) the number and type of presses.
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ORDERS OF

ANNEXURES

HON’BLE SUPREME COURT
OF INDIA
in T.N. Godavarman Vs
U.O.I & ors.

W.P.(C) No. 205/95
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

CIVIL ORIGINAL JURISDICTION
WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) NO. 202 OF 1995
T.N. Godavarman Thirumulkpad ............c.coooeiiiiiiiiiiinin.. Petitioner
Versus

Union of India & others ........ccceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiien, Respondents

(With W.P. (Civil) No. 171/96)
DECIDED ON Dt.12.12.1996
ORDER

In view of the great significance of the points involved. In those matters, relating
to the protection and conservation of the forests throughout the country, it was
considered necessary that the Central Government as well as the Governments of all
the States are heard. Accordingly, notice was issued to all of them. We have heard the
learned Attorney General for the Union of India, learned counsel appearing for the
States and the parties/applicants and, in addition the learned Amicus Curiae Shri
H.N. Salve assisted by Sarvashri U.U. Lalit Mahender Das and P.K. Manohar. After
hearing all the learned counsel, who have rendered very able assistance to the court,
we have formed the opinion that the matters require a further indepth hearing to
examine all the aspects relating to the National Forest Policy. For this purpose, several
points which emerged during the course of the hearing require further study by the
learned counsel and, therefore, we defer the continuation of this hearing for some time

to enable the learned counsel to further study these points.

However, we are of the opinion that certain interim directions are necessary at
this stage in respect of some aspects. We have heard the learned Attorney General and

the other learned counsel on these aspects.

It has emerged at the hearing, that there is a misconception in certain quarters
about the true scope of the Forest Conservation Act, 1980 (for short the ‘Act) and the
meaning of the word “forest” used therein. There is also a resulting misconception

about the need of prior approval of the Central Government, as required by Section 2
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of the Act, in respect of certain activities in the forest area which are more often of a

commercial nature. It is necessary to clarify that position.

The Forest Conservation Act, 1980 was enacted with a view to check further
deforestation which ultimately results in ecological imbalance; and therefore, the
provisions made therein for the conservation of forests and for matters connected
therewith, must apply to all forests irrespective of the nature of ownership or
classification thereof. The word “forest” must be understood according to its dictionary
meaning. This description covers all statutorily recognized forests, whether designated
as reserved, protected or otherwise for the purpose of section 2(i) of the Forest
Conservation Act. The term “forest land”, occurring in Section 2, will not only include
“forest” as understood in the dictionary sense, but also any area recorded as forest in
the Government record irrespective of the ownership. This is how it has to be
understood for the purpose of Section 2 of the Act. The provisions enacted in the
Forest Conservation Act, 1980 for the conservation of forests and the matters
connected therewith must apply clearly to all forests so understood irrespective of the
ownership or classification thereof. This aspect has been made abundantly clear in the
decisions of this court in Ambica Quarry Works and others versus State of Gujrat
and others (1987 (1) SSC 213), Rural Litigation and Entitlement Kendra versus
state of U.P. (1989 Suppl.(1)SCC 504) and recently in the order dated 29th
November, 1996 in W.P. (C) No. 749/95 (Supreme Court Monitoring Committee

Vs Mussoorie Dehradun Development Authority and others). The earlier decision
of this court in State of Bihar vs Bansi Ram Modi and others (1985(3) SCC 643)

has, therefore to be understood in the light of these subsequent decisions. We
consider it necessary to reiterate this settled position emerging from the decisions of
this court to dispel the doubt, if any, in the perception of any State Government or
authority. This has become necessary also because of the stand taken on behalf of the
State of Rajasthan, even at this late stage, relating to permissions granted for mining
in such area which is clearly contrary to the decisions of this court. It is reasonable to
assume that any State Government which has failed to appreciate the correct position
in law so far, will forthwith correct its stance and take the necessary remedial

measures without any further delay.
We further direct as under:-

I- GENERAL
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In view of the meaning of the word “forest” in the act, it is obvious that prior
approval of the Central Government is required for any non-forest activity
within the area of any “forest”. In accordance with Section 2 of the Act, all on-
going activity within any forest in any state throughout the country, without the
prior approval of the central government, must cease forthwith. It is, therefore,
clear that the running of saw mills of any kind including veneer or plywood
mills, and mining of any mineral are non-forest purposes and are, therefore not
permissible without prior approval of the Central Government. Accordingly any
such activity is prima facie violation of the provisions of the Forest Conservation
Act, 1980. Every State Government must promptly ensure total cessation of all

such activities forthwith.

In addition to the above, in the tropical wet ever-green forests of Tirap and
Changlang in the State of Aurnachal Pradesh, there would be a complete ban
on felling of any kind of trees therein because of their particular significance to
maintain ecological balance needed to preserve bio-diversity. All saw mills,
veneer mills and plywood mills in Tirap and Changlang in Arunachal Pradesh
and within a distance of 100 Kms. from its border in Assam should also be
closed immediately. The State Governments of Arunachal Pradesh and Assam is

to ensure compliance of this direction.

The felling of trees in all forests is to remain suspended except in accordance
with the Working Plans of the State Governments as approved by the Central
Government. In the absence of any Working Plan in any particular State such
as Arunachal Pradesh, where the permit system exists, the felling under the
permits can be done only by the Forest Department of the State Government or

the State Forest Corporation.

There shall be a complete ban on the movement of the cut trees and timber
from any of the seven North-Eastern States to any other state of the country
either by rail, road or water-ways. The Indian Railways and the State
Governments are directed to take all measures necessary to ensure strict
compliance of this direction. This ban will not apply to the movement of
certified timber required for defence or other Government purposes. This ban
will also not affect felling in any private plantation comprising of trees planted

in any area which is not a forest.
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II-

Each State Government should constitute within one month an Expert

Committee to :

(@)

(i)

(iid)

Identify areas which are “forests” irrespective of whether they are so
notified, recogniged or classified under any law, and irrespective of

the ownership of the land of such forest;

Identify areas which were earlier forests but stand degraded, denuded

or cleared and

Identify areas covered by plantation trees belonging to the

Government and those belonging to private persons.

Each State Government should within two months, file a report regarding —

()

(ii)
(i)

(iv)

the number of saw mills, veneer and plywood mills actually operating

within the State, with particulars of their real ownership;
the licenced and actual capacity of these mills for stock and sawing;
their proximity to the nearest forest;

their source of timber.

Each State Government should constitute within one month, an Expert

Committee to assess:

@)

(i)

(iii)

the sustainable capacity of the forests of the State qua saw mills and

timber based industry;

The number of existing saw mills which can safely be sustained in the

State;

The optimum distance from the forest, qua that State, at which the

saw mill should be located.

The Expert Committees so constituted should be requested to give its report

within one month of being constituted.

Each state government would constitute a Committee comprising of the

Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and another Senior Officer to oversee the

compliance of this order and file status reports.

FOR THE STATE OF JUMMU AND KASHMIR
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There will be no felling of trees permitted in any “forest”, public or private.
This ban will not affect felling in any private plantations comprising of trees
planted by private persons or the Social Forestry Department of the State of
Jammu and Kashmir and in such plantations, felling will be strictly in

accordance with law.

In “forest”, the State Government may either departmentally or through the
State Forest corporation remove fallen trees or fell and remove diseased or
dry standing timber, and that only form areas other than those notified
under the Jammu and Kashmir Wild Life Protection Act, 1978 or any other

law banning such felling or removal of trees.

For this purpose, the State Government will constitute an Expert Committee
comprising of a representative being an I.F.S. Officer posted in the State of
Jammu and Kashmir, a representative of the State Government and two
private experts of eminence and the Managing Director of the State Forest
Corporation (as Member Secretary) who will fix the qualitative and
quantative norms for the felling of fallen trees, diseased and dry standing

trees so felled and removed by it are strictly in accordance with these norms.

Any felling of trees in forest or any otherwise or clearance of land for
execution of projects shall be in strict compliance with the Jammu and
Kashmir Forest Conservation Act, 1980 and any other laws applying thereto.
However, any trees so felled and the disposal of such trees shall be done
exclusively by the State Forest Corporation and no private agency will be
permitted to deal with this aspect. This direction will also cover the

submerged areas of THEIN Dam.

All timber obtained, as aforesaid, or otherwise, shall be utilised within the
state, preferably to meet the timber and fuel wood requirements of the local

people, the Government and other local institutions.

The movement of trees or timber (sawn or otherwise) from the state shall, for
the present, stand suspended, except for the use of DGS and D., Railways

and Defence. Any such movement for such use will-

(a) be affected after due -certification, consignment-wise made by the

Managing Director of the State Corporation which will include
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II1-

certification that the timber has come from State Forest Corporation

sources; and

(b) be undertaken by either the Corporation itself, the Jammu and Kashmir

Forest Department or the receiving agency.

The State of Jammu and Kashmir will file, preferably within one month from
today, a detailed affidavit specifying the quantity of timber held by private
persons purchased from State Forest Corporation Depots for transport
outside the State (other than for consumption by the DGS and D. Railways
and Defence) Further directions in this regard may be considered after the
affidavit is filed.

No saw mill, veneer or plywood mill would be permitted to operate in this
State at a distance of less than 8 Kms. from the boundary of any
demarcated forest areas. Any existing mill falling in this belt should be

relocated forthwith.

FOR THE STATE OF HIMACHAL PRADESH AND THE HILL REGIONS OF

THE STATE OF UTTAR PRADESH AND WEST BENGAL

1-

There will be no felling of trees permitted in any forest, public or private. This
ban will not affect felling in any private plantation comprising of trees planted
in any area which is not a 'forest’; and which has not been converted from an
earlier 'forest'. This ban will not apply to permits granted to the right holders for
their bonafide personal use in Himachal Pradesh.

In a 'forest' the State Government may either departmentally or through the
State Forest Corporation remove fallen trees or fell and remove diseased or dry
standing timber from areas other than those notified under section 18 or
Section 35 of the Wild Life Protection Act, 1972 or any other Act banning such
felling or removal of trees.

For this purpose, the State Government is to constitute an Expert Committee
comprising a representative from MoEF, a representative of the State
Government, two private experts of eminence and the MD of the State Forest
Corporation (as Member Secretary), who will fix the qualitative and quantitative
norms for the felling of fallen trees and diseased and standing timber. The State
shall ensure that the trees so felled and removed are in accordance with these
norms.

Felling of trees in any forest or any clearance of forest land in execution of
projects shall be in strict conformity with the Forest Conservation Act, 1980
and any other laws applying thereto. Moreover, any trees so felled and the
disposal of such trees shall be done exclusively by State Forest Corporation and
no private agency is to be involved in any aspect thereof.
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FOR THE STATE OF TAMILNADU

There will be a complete ban on felling of trees in all forest areas’. This will
however not apply to: —
(a) trees which have been planted and grown, and are not of spontaneous
growth and
(b) are in areas which were not forests earlier but were cleared for any
reason.
The State Government, within four weeks from today, is to constitute a
committee for identifying all "forest".
Those tribals who are the part of social forestry programme in respect of patta
lands, other than forests, may continue to grow and cut according to the
Government Scheme provided that they grow and cut trees in accordance with
the law applicable.
In so far the plantations (tea, coffee and cardamom etc.) are concerned, it is
directed as under:-
a) The felling of shade trees in these plantations will be -

i) limited to trees which have been planted, and not those which have
grown spontaneously;

ii) limited to the species identified in the TANTEA report.

iii) in accordance with recommendations of (including to the extent
recommended by) TANTEA and

iv) under the supervision of the statutory committee constituted by the
State Government.

b) In so for as the fuel trees planted by the plantations for fuel wood outside
the forest area are concerned, the State Government is directed to obtain
within four weeks, a report from TANTEA as was done in the case of
shade trees and the further action for felling them will be as per that
report. Meanwhile, eucalyptus and wattle trees in such areas may be
felled by them for their own use as permitted by the statutory committee.

c) The State Government is directed to ascertain and identify those areas of
the plantation which are a “forest” and are not in active use as
plantation. No felling of any trees is however to be permitted in these
areas, and sub-paras (b) and (c) above will not apply to such areas.

d) There will be no further expansion of the plantations in a manner so as
to involve encroachment upon (by way of clearing or otherwise) of
"forests".

As far as the trees already cut, prior to the interim orders of this court dated
December 11, 1995 are concerned, the same may be permitted to be removed
provided they were not so felled from Jnamam land. The State Government
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would verify these trees and mark them suitably to ensure that this order is
duly complied with. For the present, this is being permitted as one time
measure.

In so far as felling any trees in Janmam lands is concerned (whether in

plantations or otherwise), the ban on felling will operate subject to any order made in
the Civil Appeal Nos. 367 to 375 of 1977 in C.A. Nos. 1344-45 of 1976. After the order
is made in those Civil Appeals on the I.A.s pending therein, if necessary, this aspect
may be re-examined.

O-

This order is to operate and to be implemented, notwithstanding any order at
variance, made or which may be made by any government or any authority,
tribunal or court, including the High Court.

The earlier orders made in these matters shall be read, modified
wherever necessary to this extent. This order is to continue, until further
orders. This order will operate and be complied with by all concerned,
notwithstanding any order at variance, made or which may be made hereafter,
by any authority, including the Central or any State Government or any court
(including High Court) or Tribunal.

We also direct that notwithstanding the closure of any saw mills or other
wood-based industry pursuant to this order, the workers employed in such
units will continue to be paid their full emoluments due and shall not be
retrenched or removed from service for this reason.

We are informed that the Railway authorities are still using wooden
sleepers for laying tracks. The Ministry of Railways will file an affidavit giving
full particulars in this regard including the extent of wood consumed by them,
the source of supply of wood, and the steps taken by them to find alternatives
to the use of wood.

I.A. Nos. 7,9,10,11,12,13 and 14 in writ petition (Civil) No. 202 of 1995
and I.A. Nos. 1,3,4,5,6,7,8 and 10 in writ petition (Civil) No. 171 of 1996 are
disposed of accordingly.

List the matter on February 25, 1997 as part-heard for further hearing.

New Delhi [J.S.VERMA]
Dec 12, 1996

[B.N.KIRPAL|
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INTHE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

CIVIL ORIGINAL JURISDICTION
WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) NO. 202 OF 1995
T.N. Godavarman Thirumulkpad .........c.cccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnn. Petitioner
Versus
Union of India & others .........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie Respondents
[With W.P. (C) No. 171 of 1996 and W.P. (C) No. 897 of 1996]
DECIDED ON Dt.04.03.1997
ORDER

1. After hearing Mr. Harish N. Salve , the learned Amicus Curiae, learned Attorney
General and learned counsel appearing for the States and other parties in these
matters, it is clear that no substantial variation in the earlier order dated 12-12-1996
is required to be made as an interim measure, and that some minor variation to the

extent indicated hereinafter is all that is required to be done at present.

We are satisfied that there is need to constitute a High Power Committee to
oversee the strict and faithful implementation of the orders of this Court in the North

Eastern Region and for certain ancillary purposes. Accordingly we direct as under:-

(i) There shall be a Committee as under:-
(@) Shri T.V. Rajeshwar, Chairman;
(b) Shri R.N. Kaul, Rtd. I.G. of Forests -Member; and

(c) One representative nominated by the Ministry of Environment and
Forests (MOEF)-Member Secretary.

Shri T.V. Rajeshwar and Shri R.N. Kaul have given their consent for the

purpose.

(i) This Committee shall oversee preparation of inventory of all timber in all

forms (including timber products)
(@) lying in the forest or in transit depots, and
(b) lying in mill premises.

The inventory should, wherever possible, indicate the origin and source of the

timber.
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The Committee may for this purpose select suitable persons who would be

made available by the concerned State Government at its request.

As far as possible, such inventory should be prepared within eight weeks from

today.

(iiij)  The Committee may, if it considers appropriate, permit the use or sale of
any part of the timber or timber products. Any sale shall be effected through the

Forest Corporation of the State under overall supervision of the Committee.

(iv) The net sale proceeds after deduction of the transaction related costs and
payment of wages to the labour and staff shall be deposited by or through the Forest

Corporation/Forest Department in a designated account.
The modalities will be worked out by the Committee.

(v) The committee may, through the Amicus Curiae, apply for such

directions from time to time as it considers appropriate.

(vi) The MoEF will make available as far as possible within a week suitable
office space and provide secretarial and all other related facilities in Delhi (including

local transport and telecommunication) befitting the stature of the Committee.

The MOEF will make arrangements for and meet expenses of travel of the
committee. All arrangements for stay etc. of the Committee (outside Delhi) as may be

necessary, would be the responsibility of the State Government concerned.

The Assam Government will make similar office and other facilities available in

Gauhati.

It is for the sake of convenience at this stage that the Central Government and
the State Governments are being directed to make certain payments and meet all the
expenses. However, the question of liability for payment of these amounts would be
considered at the final hearing and suitable directions for the purpose to be given at

that stage indicating the principle for determining the liability for making the payment.

2. It is clarified that the directions contained the order dated 12-12-1996 and this

order would not apply to minor forest produce, including bamboos, etc.

3. The State of Meghalya has asserted in its affidavit that a significant quantity of
timber is required for use in the State by the rural tribal population. It has also

asserted that there is a loss of revenue to the State Government on account of
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restrictions placed by the order of 12-12-1996; and a large number of people of the
State have been deprived of the employment. The State is directed to file an affidavit

with full and complete particulars of :

i) the quantity of timber which comes from its forest for use by the rural tribal
population, the extent to which it is made available to the rural tribal population

including the terms on which it is so made available;

i) the revenue derived by the State by way of royalty from the minerals, mines and
forest areas, purchase tax on export of timber, sale value of timber drawn from the

Government forests and the extent and quantity of such sale and the manner of sales;

ii) the number of wood-based industries within the State and the number of

persons employed in such industry.

4. All unlicenced saw mills, veneer and plywood industries in the State of
Maharashtra and the State of Uttar Pradesh are to be closed forthwith and the State
Government would not remove or relax the condition for grant of permission/licence
for the opening of any such saw mill, veneer and plywood industry and it shall also
not grant any fresh permission/licence for this purpose. The Chief Secretary of the
State will ensure strict compliance of this direction and file a compliance report within

two weeks.

S. A total of 5322.97 cubic meters of timber presently held by the private parties
in their stock purchased from the J & K State Forest Corporation as per Annexure D
to the affidavit dated 18th February, 1997 filed on behalf of the Government of J & K is
permitted to be moved; and any such movement be effected after due certification,
consignment-wise made by the Managing Director of the State Corporation which will
include certification that the timber has come from State Forest Corporation sources
(as per pera 6(a) at page 11 of the earlier order dated 12-12-1996). The stocks of kail,
chir and fir in the depots of the Forest Corporation are permitted to be disposed of by
the Forest Corporation in any manner which would include movement and disposal of
the same even outside the State as per the requirements as indicated in above said

para 6(a). All this would be done by the Forest Corporation itself.

The above directions are to be read along with those contained in the order

dated 12-12-1996.
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MINING MATTERS

We direct that-

1. where the lessee has not forwarded the particulars for seeking permission
under the FCA, he may do so immediately.
2. the State Government shall forward all complete pending applications within a

period of 2 weeks from today to the Central Government for requisite decisions;

3. applications received (or completed) hereafter would be forwarded within two

weeks of their being so made.

4. the Central Government shall dispose of all such applications within six weeks
of their being received. Where the grant of final clearance is delayed, the Central

Government may consider the grant of working permission as per existing practice.

General Directions

It is made clear that the order passed by the court in these matters, including
the order dates 12.12.1996 and the present order shall be obeyed and carried out by
the Union Government as well as the State Governments, notwithstanding any order

or direction passed by a court, including a High Court or Tribunal, to the contrary.

We further direct the Registrar General to communicate the order dated
12.12.1996 as well as the present order to the Registrars of all the Figh Courts to
ensure strict compliance. It is also clarified that the order passed by the court
including the order dated 12.12.1996 and this order will apply to all Autonomous Hill

Councils in the North-Eastern States as well as the Union Territories.

It is made clear that all the concerned authorities would, in the meantime,
continue to examine the various aspects of the problems requiring solution and try to
solve these problems in collaboration with the Central government and the State
Governments. An efficacious exercise of this kind would enable reduction of the area

which may require judicial scrutiny and adjudication in these matters.

Sd/-
[J.S.VERMA]
Sd/-
[B.N.KIRPAL]
New Delhi

March 4, 1997
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SUPREME COURT OF INDIA
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

Wirt petition (civil) No.202 /95
T.N. GODAVARMAN THIRUMALPAD ..ottt Petitioner

VERSUS

UNION OF INDIA AND OTHER ....coiiiiiiiiiiiiie e, Respondent (s)
DECIDED ON Dt.07.05.1997

Date: 7.5.97 These Petitions were called on for hearing today.
CORAM:
HONBLE THE CHIEF JUSTICE

HONBLE MR. JUSTICE B.N. KARPAL
HONBLE MR. JUSTICE S.P. KURDUKAR

CORAM & APPEARANCE : THAT AS ON 07-05-1997
And

Ms. Indira Jaisingh, Sr. Adv. With

Mr. J. Raja Adv. (in I.A. 208-209)

Mr. Manoj Prasad, Adv.

Mr. Umesh Shagat, Adv.

Upon hearing counsel the court made the following

ORDER

“After hearing the learned avaicus curies the learned Attorney General
and the other learned counsel, we direct as under-

A. In the State of Uttar Pradesh the following is permitted-

1. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (PCCF) may, on a case to
case basis, consider grant of permission to an existing licenced
saw-mill to relocate itself, provided that the relocated site is not

within 10 Kms. Of any existing forest.
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To alleviate the unintended hardship witch may be caused to the
ordinary populace in the hill areas who need forest produce for
their survival, it is clarified as under:

(a) Nothing contained in the orders passed by this court would
prevent the Forest Corporation from directly undertaking
the exercise of collecting forest produce including fallen
wood (but not any felling or cutting of trees or timber) to
the extent strictly necessary, and distributing the ex-depo
to the people living in the hill areas.

(b) The Forest Corporation may, with the prior permission of
the PCCF, remove dead or dry trees for supply in the same
manner ex.depot to people residing in those areas. The
Forest Corporation shall (i) undertake such activity itself
without engaging any outside agencies, and (ii) Keep an
account of the dead and dry trees felled and removed by
them, and shall by way of an affidavit file the case in this

court.

(D.P.Walia) (S.L.Goyal)

Court Master Court Master
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SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
I.A Nos.60, 166. 291, 276,

Wirt Petition (Civil) No.202/95
Union of India & ORS
(FOR DIRECTIONS)
DECIDED ON Dt.05.05.1998

Date: 5.5.98 This Petition was called on for hearing today.
CORAM:
HONBLE DR. JUSTICE A.S. ANAND
HONBLE MR. JUSTICE B.N. KARPAL
HONBLE MR. JUSTICE V.N. KHARE
For Petitioror (s) Mr. H.N. Salve, Sr. Adv.(A.C.)
S/sh. Uday Umesh Lall and Mr. Meenakshi
Sakhardanand, Advs.

For UOI S/Sh. ADH Rao & P. Parma.............
For States/U.T.
Mr. G.L. Sanghl, Sr. Adv.
Mr. S.K. Agnihotri &
Ms. Madhur Dadlani, Advs.
Arunachal Pradesh Mr. U. Hazarika, S.R. Hegde & Ms. N. Saikla, Adv.

Assam Mr. A.S. Bhasma, Adv.

Nagaland S/Sh. Kailash Vasdev & C.K. Sasi, Adv.
Hills Aotonomous Dist. Etc.

Tripura Mr. Gopal Singh Adv.

Gujrat & Mizoram Ms. Hemantika, Ms. S. Hazarika &
Ms. Nelthone Rhateo, Adv.

Manipur Sh. Kh. Nobin Singh, Adv.

Meghalaya Mr. Rajan Mukharjee, Adv.

Rajasthan Mr. Aruneshwer Gupta, Adv.

Kerala Mr. G. Prakash & Ms. Beena Prakash, Adv.
Mr. R.K. Mehta, Adv.

Chandigarh K.B. Nagraja, Advs.

Karnataka S/Sh. K.R. Mrgaraja & K.K. Tyagi, Advs.

Sikkim S/Sh. B.S. Chahar & Ashok Mathur, Adv.

Haryana S/Sh. Prem Malhotra & Jasbir Malik, Adv.

Tamil Nadu Mr. H.N. Salve, Sr. Adv.
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Mr. A. Mariarputham & Ms. Aruna Mathur, Advs.

Goa Ms. A. Subhashini, Adv.

U.P. S/Sh. R.B. Misra & Kamlendra Misra, Advs.
West Bangal S/Sh. H.K. Puri & Ujjwal Banerjee, Advs.
Maharashtra Mr. D.R. Nargolkar, Adv.

Panjab Mr. R.S. Sodhl, Adv.

Bihar Mr. BB. Singh, Adv.

J &K Mr. S.A. Salaria, Advocate General

State of Jammu & Kashmir
Mr. Ashok Mathur, Adv.

CPCD Mr. Vijay Panjwani, Adv.
Mr. S. Sukuman, Adv for
M/s JBD & Co.
Mr. Rana Mukharjee, Ms. Sumita Mukharjee
& Mr. Goodwill Imdeavar, Adv.
Mr. P.P. Tripathi, Adv.
Mr. D.N. Gobardhan, Adv.

Upon hearing counsel the Court make the following

ORDER

I.A. NO. 60

The Final Report of the Bastar Malik Makbuja Enquiry Committee with
comments of the learned Lokayukta, Madhya Pradesh has been received from
the office of the Lokayukta, Madhya Pradesh. Learned counsel for the partles
are permitted to examine the report and in case they want copies of the report,
the same shall be made available to them on payment. So far as the supply of
copy to the learned amicus curiae is concerned the same shall be made without
payment. Learned counsel may after examining the report, file their response,
if any, within eight weeks.

List after eight weeks.
I.A. No. 166

Mr. Sanghi, learned Senior counsel appearing for the State of Madhya
Pradesh, submits that a detailed affidavit giving the difficulties being
experienced by the tribals in the area on account of the order of this Court and
suggesting certain remedial steps shall be filed within eight weeks. Its advance
copy shall be served on Mr. Lalit.

List after eight weeks.
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I.A. No. 291

The Third Interim Report has been furnished by the Committees
appointed by this Court after visiting the borer affected areas on 27t & 28th
April, 1998. According to the Committee, some more detailed study is required
to be undertaken. We request the committee to do the needful and furnish
their report within eight weeks.

It appears that Prof. J.S. Singh, Head, Department of Botany, Banaras
Hindu University, Varanasi has expressed his inability to join the Committee
because of his office pre-engagements. Learned counsel appearing before us
may suggest a substitute for Mr. Singh. List on 12-05-1998 for nominating a
substitute in place of Prof. Singh.

I.A. No. 276

This application presents rather a disturbing picture of the manner in

which forests in Chaikamagulur division have been denuded. It appears that
forests have been destroyed and fragmented due to encroachments for growing
coffee plantation and agriculture etc. The affidavit filed by Mr. Prasad on behalf
of the State of Karnataka on 4th February, 1998 does not make us any wiser
about the effective steps taken by the State to prevent de-forestation, remove
encroachments and restore the forests to its original position. Mr. Nagaraja,
learned counsel appearing for the State of Karnataka prays for and is granted
one weeks time to file a proper affidavit giving full details. Besides giving the
Status Report, it shall also be disclosed in the affidavit as to why action under
section 64A of the Karnataka Forest Act, 1963 has not been taken against the
encroachers, even though as many as 410 cases of encroachment are reported
to have been detected by the State Government itself. It is stated that cases
have been registered and in some cases even charge sheets have been filed. Mr.
Nagaraja shall inform us the progress made in all such cases.

On 12th of December, 1996, directions were issued by this Court
banning the felling of trees all over the country including in the State of
Karnataka to save forests and prevent deforestation. The State of Forest
Report, 1997, however, discloses that the area of forest has come down by 5 sq.
k.m. in 1997. Obviously, trees have been permitted to be felled after the order
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of this Court dated 12th December, 1996 in violation of that order. Before we
proceed to bring to book the violators, we grant an opportunity to the State of
Karnataka to explain its position in the light of the 1997 Status Report. The
learned Amicus Curiae submits that because of the violation of the orders of
this court and the inaction on the part of the State to protect the forests in
Karnataka, a District Judge may be appointed as a Receiver for the entire area

of erstwhile forests. We shall examine that request at a later stage.

I.A. No. 385
This order will dispose of I.A. No. 385 of 1997 filed by the State of U.P.

seeking certain directions and modifications of our earlier order.

On 8th of May, 1997 this court permitted the Principal Chief
Conservator of Forest of the State of U.P., on case to case basis, to consider
grant of permission to an existing liensee of saw mill to relocate itself, provided
that the relocated site is not within 10 Kms. of any existing forest. Mr. Goel,
learned counsel for the State of U.P. submits that a clarification is necessary to
be made that the area of 10 Kms., would not include trees standing on either
or both side of the road and railways. We clarify that the direction dated 8tk
May, 1997 not to relocate the saw mill within 10 Kms. of any existing forest,
would mean and imply 10 Kms. of any existing forest, excluding the trees on
either side of the roads and the railways outside the existing forests and the 10
Kms. ban be considered in that light.

Mr. Goel further submits that the State Government has examined the
examined rules on the subject and is of the opinion that the rules require to be
amended and a cabinet decision has been taken to amend the rules but before
notifying the same to bring it to the notice of this Court, and seek permission.

We allow the State Government to amend the relevant rules in
accordance with the law keeping in view various order and directions issued by
this Court from time to time on the subject. It is, however, made clear that the
permission hereby granted is not in dilution of any order passed by this Court
on this subject. We also clarify that by the grant of this permission, we should
not be taken to have pronounced as the validity or otherwise of the Rules nor
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expressed any opinion on the correctness or otherwise of the proposed
amendments.

In case any other clarification or modification is required of the earlier
orders of this Court, the state of U.P. shall be at liberty to file an appropriate
application in that behalf.

Application (I.A. No. 385) is disposed of.

sd/- sd/-
(Sudhir Kapoor) (Inder Pal Singh) (Prem Prakash)
P.A. to Addl. Court Master Court Master

Registrar
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SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

CIVIL APPELLATE JURISDICTION
CIVIL APPEAL NO. 670 OF 2002
(Arising out of S.L.P.(C) No. 4695/2001)
Jawahar Lal Sharma & Anr. Appellants
Versus
Divisional Forest Officer U.P. & Anr. ... Respondents
WITH
CIVIL APPEAL NO. 669 OF 2002
(Arising out of S.L.P.(C) No. 4695/2001)
Azeemun Nisha & Anr. Appellants
Versus
Divisional Forest Officer U.P. & Anr. ... Respondents
DECIDED ON Dt.24.01.2002

JUDGMENT

R.C. Lahoti. J.
Leave granted in both the S.L.Ps.

In these appeals by special leave the question arising for decision is the
right of the appellants to renewal of their licences under the provisions of U.P.
Establishment and Regulations of Saw Mills Rules, 1978.

Jawahar Lal Sharma appellant No. 1 in civil appeal arising out of
S.L.P.(C) No. 4695/2001 purchased the saw mill from one Gauri Ram on 15-
01-1985. Gauri Ram was holding a licence for establishing and operating of the
saw mill since 15-07-1981. The licence was sought to be transferred in the
name of appellant No. 1 by Divisional Forest Officer, Ghazipur. Thereafter, year
by year, fees for renewal of the licence has been deposited and applications
moved in that regard. In case of Munna Khan appellant No. 2 he purchased the
saw mill in the year 1991 from one Ram Prasad Vishwakarma who was holding
the requisite licence since 16-06-1990. He too sought for transfer of the licence

and went on depositing renewal fee year by year upto the year 1997. The
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controversy arose for the years 1998, 1999 and 2000 when the prayer for
renewal was refused. The appellants approached the High Court of Allahabad
by filling a writ petition. By order dated 14-11-2000 a Division Bench of the
High Court dismissed the writ petition by simply observing that the appellants
were at liberty to move fresh applications for grant of licence. The High Court
did not go into the question of renewal.

In civil appeal arising out of S.L.P.(C) No. 4694/2001 also the two
appellants namely Azeemun Nisha and Govind Prasad Sharma are holding
licences for establishment and operation of saw mills. They have been seeking
renewals. Renewal was not granted in the years 1998 and 1999 and rejected by
order dated 26-07-2000. They also filed a writ petition before the High Court of
Allahabad which has been disposed of by a similar order by a Division Bench
allowing liberty to the appellants to move fresh applications for grant of licence.

It is not necessary for us to go into noticing further details of facts in
view of the direction which we propose to make. It appears that a large issue
dealing with ecology, protection and conservation of forest (W.P.(C) No.
202/1995 (T.N. Godavarman Thirumalkpad Vs Union of India & ors) is pending
in this court wherein from time to time direction are being issued. Two such
directions dated 12-12-1996 and 04-03-1997 are to be found reported as
(1997) 2 SCC 267 and (1997) 3 SCC 312. On account of the Supreme Court of
India being seized of the matter and monitoring the issue there has been
reluctance on the part of the Government officials to deal with saw-mill licence
and their renewals. In the cases before us the renewal fees have been deposited
by the appellants but orders of renewal are not passed. A vague plea is raised
on behalf of the respondents that the applications for renewal were not in
perusal protection. If that be so the defect could have been pointed out to the
concerned applicant and an appropriate application in the prescribed proforma
could have been called for to be substituted in place of defective application, if
any or such other particulars as may be necessary could have been called for.
The relevant consideration for and the rights and obligations flowing from a
prayer for renewal of a pre-existing licence are different rather substantially at
variance from those for an application for the grant of a fresh licence. The
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learned counsel for the appellants submitted that an application for the grant
of a fresh licence may not be enterainable at all though the appellants may be
entitled ro nenewal subject to such directions, as the Supreme Court of India
may be pleased to make. The orders made by the High Court do not therefore
meet the ends of justice. Admittedly, the licence of any of the appellants has
not been cancelled.

No order or direction made by the Supreme Court of India to the effect
that even existing licences shall not be renewed has been brought to our
notice. On the contract the learned counsel for the appellants has invited our
attention to orders dated 24-10-2000 passed in Civil Misc Writ Petition No.
991/2000 Gydheshwer Prasad Singh Vs Van Sanrakshak Varanasi Vritya
Varanasi & Ors order dated 19-02-2000 in Civil Misc. Writ Petition No. 9148 of
2000 Kanwal Deen Chauhan and Ors. Vs Conservator of Forests and Ors.
dated 31-03-2000 in Civil Misc. writ Petition No. 15002/2000 Vishwa Bhandar
Saw Mills Vs Divisional Forest Officer & Anr. wherein having noted the
directions made by this court in T.N. Godavarman Thirumalkpad Vs Union of
India & Ors. (1997) 3SCC 312, the High Court of Allahabad has in similar
circumstances, quashed the orders passed by the respondents and directed
that on completing all the necessary formalities by the petitioners therein and
depositing the licence renewal fee for all the previous years as well as the
current years, licences to run the saw mill in favour of the petitioner therein
shall be granted if there be no legal impediment. The learned counsel
submitted that there is no reason why the same High Court should not have
taken a similar view in the cases of these appellants. We find merit in the
submission of the learned counsel.

For the foregoing reasons, the appeals are allowed and disposed of by
directing that the prayer for renewal of the licence made by each of the
appellants shall be dealt with by the competent authorities of the State in
accordance with law. In doing go, the authorities shall keep in view the
directions issued or which may be issued by the Supreme Court of India from

this matter.
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We make it clear that we have disposed of the individual cases of the
appellants before us and if any orders generally made or to be made by the
Supreme Court of India in public interest may be inconsistent with the
directions made hereinabove, then the former shall be given effect to. The

appeals stands disposed of accordingly.

(BRIJESH KUMAR)

New Delhi;
January 24, 2002
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SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
T.N. GODAVARMAN THIRUMALPAD Petitioner
VERSUS
UNION OF INDIA & ORS. Respondents
DECIDED ON Dt.29.04.2008

Date: 29/04 /2002 These Petitions were called on for hearing today.
CORAM:
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE B.N. KIRPAL
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE ARIJIT PASAYAT
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE H.K. SEMA

Amicus Curiae Mr. Harish N Salve, SG (AC)
Mr. U U Lalit, Adv. (AC)
Mr. Siddharth Chaudhary, Adv.
For Petitioner(s) Mr. Mahendra Vyas, Adv.
Mr. P K Manohar, Advs.
For Ministry of Environ-
ment & Forests/Uol Mr. A D N Rao, Adv.
Mr. R N Poddar, Adv.
Mr. S Wasim A Qadri, Ms. Alka Agarwal,
Mr. A K Raina, Mr. P Parmeswaran,

Ms. Anil Katiyar and Mr. B V Balram

Das, Advs.
For Applicant (s)
IA 664 Ms. Rani Chhabra, Adv.
For Respondent(s)
State of U.P. Mr. Ajay K Agrawal, Adv.

Mr. Mahesh Chandra, Adv.
Mr. Rajiv Mehta, Adv.
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Mr. Madhusudan Ray, Adv.
Mr. Vijay Hansaria, Adv.

Mr. Sunil Kr. Jain, Adv.

Mr. S Sukumaran, Adv.

Ms. Divya Nair, Adv.

Mr. Ramesh Babu M.R., Adv.

[LA. No. 664

Our attention has been drawn to the Rules which have been
amended by the State of Uttar Pradesh on 26t June, 1998 permitting saw mills
having engine power of 3 HP not to have a licence. This amendment was made
after this Court's order dated 4th March, 1997 directing closure of all
unlicenced saw mills in the States of Uttar Pradesh and Maharashtra. It is
quite obvious that with a view to circumvent this Court's order dated 4th
March, 1997, the State of Uttar Pradesh has wused the device of changing
the law. That this was done with a view to help the saw mills, is quite
evident from the affidavit of Shri Anup Malik, Forest Utilisation Officer,
U.P., Lucknow, who in paragraph 4 of the affidavit states that three saw
mills, namely, M/s. Punjab Sawmill, M/s. Rana Sawmill and M/s. Nur
Handicraft having sawmills of 15 HP, 19 HP and 8 HP respectively within
the municipal limits of Saharanpur were sealed pursuant to the orders of this
Court dated 4t March, 1997. This affidavit further goes on to state that
presently these very sawmills are in operation using power less than 3
HP. We refuse to believe that the saw mills which were having 15 HP, 19 HP
and 8 HP would today be functioning using less than 3 HP. It is only the State
of Uttar Pradesh which can be gullible, willingly or unwillingly, to accept this.
We, therefore, set aside the amendment of the U.P. Establishment and
Regulation of Saw Mills Rules, 1978, which was effected on 26th June, 1998,

in so far as it exempted saw mills using mechanical devices with the use
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of power upto 3 HP from obtaining a licence. As a result of the order
passed today, each and every saw mill running in the State of Uttar Pradesh
would require a licence, whether the saw mill is running with the aid of
power or otherwise. The rule which provides for deemed licences in the
event of the application for the grant of licence not being dealt with contained
in the Saw Mills Rules, being Rule 7, is also held to be contrary to the
letter and spirit of the Indian Forest Act and the orders of this Court and is,
accordingly, set aside.

As far as the applicants are concerned, we see no reason to issue
any directions to the respondents.
[.A. stands disposed of.
(D.P. WALIA) (JANKI BHATIA)

Court Master Court Master
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SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

CIVIL ORIGINAL JURISDICTION
WRIT PETITION (C) NO. 202 OF 1995

T.N. GODAVARMAN THIRUMALPAD APPELLANTS
Versus
UNION OF INDIA & ORS. RESPONDENTS
WITH
[.LA. NO. 295 IN W.P. (C) NO. 202 OF 1995
AND

WRIT PETITION (C) NO. 171 OF 1996
DECIDED ON Dt.09.05.2002

ORDER

After hearing the learned Amicus Curiae, counsel for the parties

and taking into consideration the suggestions placed before wus by the

learned Attorney General, we pass the following order:-

(1)

(2)

It is submitted that till the Central Government constitutes a statutory
agency as contemplated by Section 3 of the Environment (Protection)
Act, 1986, it is necessary and expedient that an authority be
constituted at the national level to be called Central Empowered
Committee [hereinafter the Empowered Committee] for monitoring of
implementation of Hon'ble Court's orders and to place the non-
compliance cases before it, including in respect of encroachment
removals, implementations of working plans, compensatory
afforestation, plantations and other conservation issues.

The Empowered Committee shall comprise of a Chairman to be
nominated by Ministry of Environment and Forest [MoEF] in
consultation with the Amicus Curiae. It will have one nominee of the
MoEF, and two NGOs (also to be nominated in consultation with the
Amicus Curiae). Shri M.K. Jiwrajka will be its Member-Secretary. The
persons so appointed (other than the nominee of the Ministry) shall

not be removed without leave of the Court.
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(3)

(4)

(9)

(6)

(7)

Pending interlocutory applications in these two writ petitions as well
as the reports and affidavits filed by the States in response to the orders
made by the Court shall be examined by the Committee, and their
recommendations will be placed before Hon'ble Court for orders.
Any individual having any grievance against any steps taken by the
Government or any other authority in purported compliance with the
orders passed by this Hon'ble Court will be at liberty to move the
Committee for seeking suitable relief. The Committee may dispose of
such applications in conformity with the orders passed by Hon'ble
Court. Any application which cannot be appropriately disposed of
by the Committee may be referred by it to this Hon'ble Court.
The Committee shall have the power to:

(a) Call for any documents from any person

or the Government of the Union or the State

or any other official;

(b) Summon any person and receive

evidence from such person on oath either

on affidavit or otherwise.

(C) Seek assistance/presence of any person(s)/official(s)

required by it in relation to its work.
The Committee may decide its own procedure for dealing with
applications and other issues. Union of India shall provide suitable
and adequate office accommodation for the Committee. The
expenditure incurred on the working of the Committee including
salary/remuneration (to the extent not payable by the Government) to
the members and supporting staff, may be met out of income accruing
to the Special Investigating Team [SIT]. Necessary procedure for this
may be formulated by the Committee in consultation with the SIT.
The Committee is empowered to co-opt one or more persons as its
members or as special invitees for dealing with specific issues. While

dealing with issues pertaining to a particular State, wherever feasible,
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the Chief Secretary and Principal Chief Conservator of Forests of
the State shall be co-opted as special invitees.

(8) The Committee shall submit quarterly reports to the Hon’ble Court. It
will be at liberty to seek clarifications/modifications needed by it from

Hon'ble Court.

[.LA. No. 295 is disposed of in the aforesaid terms.

New Delhi, J
May 09, 2002. (H.K. SEMA)
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SUPREME COURT OF INDIA
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

I.A. No.566 in W.P.(C) No.202/1995
T.N. GODAVARMAN THIRUMALPAD oo, Petitioner
VERSUS

UNION OF INDIA & ORS. . Respondents
DECIDED ON Dt.29/30.10.2002

[.LA. No. 276 with 413, 437, 453, 454 in wp(c) No. 202/1995
[.A. No. 703 in wp(c) No. 202/1995

Monitoring Report (First) of Central Empowered committee in w.p.(c) No.

202/1995

[.A. No. 756 in wp(c) No. 202/1995

T.N. GODAVARMAN THIRUMALPAD .. Petitioner
VERSUS

UNION OF INDIA & ORS. . Respondents

WITH

[.LA. N0.634-635 in W.P.(C) No.202/95
(For impleadment and directions)
Date : 29/10/2002 These Petitioners/Applications were called hearing today.
CORAM :
HON'BLE THE CHIEF JUSTICE
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE Y.K. SABHARWAL
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE ARIJIT PASAYAT
Amicus Curiae Mr. Harish N Salve, SG (AC)
Mr. U U Lalit, Adv. (AC)
Mr. Siddharth Chaudhary, Adv.
For Petitioner(s) Mr. Mahendra Vyas, Adv.
Mr. P K Manohar, Advs.
UPON hearing the counsel, the Court made the following
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ORDER

IA Nos. 634-635, 697 and 698
[.A. Nos. 697 and 698 are taken on board.

These application have been filed for permission to direct transmission
lines by Power Grid Corporation, which lines are to pass through the Rajaji
National Park.

Since the filling of these application lot of discussion has taken place,
ground situation examined and now it is reported by the learned counsel for
the applicant that through the proposed corridor where the transmission lines
will be erected 14, 739 trees will have to be cut. Permission for erecting the
lines through the Raja ji National Park and cutting these trees had been
accorded by the Union of India as well as the State of Uttaranchal. Permission
was not made operative because of the earlier orders of this Court.

Taking all circumstances into consideration, these applications are
allowed. Permission is granted to the power grid corporation to erect the
transmission lines through the RajaJi National Park. Aforesaid 14739 trees will
be cut by the Forest Department of the State of Uttaranchal under the
supervision of the Central Empowered Committee. Trees so cut shall be sold by
the Forest Department under the supervision of the Central Empowered
Committee by public auction. The amount so realized as well as the sums
payable by Power Grid Corporation for afforestation etc. will be kept by the
Central Empowered Committee in a fixed deposit initially for a period of three
months and with the constitution of the body for the management of the
Compensatory Afforestation Funds, the principal amount so realized by the
Central Empowered Committee shall be transferred to the said body. This
permission which is granted will be operational on Rs. 50 crores being
deposited with the Central Empowered Committee who shall deposit the same
in fixed deposit and after twelve weeks transfer the same to the body
constituted for the purpose of managing the Compensatory Afforestation
Funds.

MONITORING REPORT (FIRST) OF THE CENTRAL EMPOWERED
COMMITTEE
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We have perused the First Monitoring Report of the Central Empowered
Committee. Three suggestions have been made in the said Report. First is that
the ban with regard to issue of licence for establishment of new saw-mills or
establishment of now wood-based industries in the north-eastern states should
be extended by a further period of five years. The second prayer is that the
High Powered Committee may be allowed to dispose of all the assets of the
defaulting units who have not paid the penalty imposed by the said committee
on the wood-based units in north-eastern states. It is stated that only a small
traction of the penalty imposed has so far been realized. The other
recommendation is that the ban of issuing further permission or licence to all
unlicenced saw-mills veneer and plywood industries now imposed in the State
of Maharashtra and in the State of Uttar Pradesh should be extended to all
other states in India.

Despite notice, there is no opposition to this Report. Affidavit has been
filed by the Union of India accepting this Report.

We, accordingly, direct as follows:

1) The ban imposed with regard to the opening of the new saw-mills and
other wood-based industries by this court's order dated 15th January,
1998 in the State of Nagaland is extended by a further period of five
years.

2) The High Powered Committee is allowed to dispose of the assets on
such defaulting units, including plants, machinery, land, shed, timber
and timber products who have not paid the penalty imposed by the High
Powered Committee at the wood-based units of north-eastern states. This
will be subject to such orders which may be passed by the Central
Empowered Committee.

No State or Union Territory shall permit any unlicenced saw-mills,
veneer, plywood industry to operate and they are directed to close all
such unlicenced unit forthwith. No State Government or Union Territory
will permit the opening of any saw-mills, veneer or plywood industry
without prior permission of the Central Empowered Committee. The Chief
Secretary of each State will ensure strict compliance of this direction. There
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shall also be no relaxation of rules with regard to the grant of licence without
previous concurrence of the Central Empowered Committee.
It shall be open to apply to this court for relaxation and or appropriate

modification or orders qua plantations or grant of licences.

(S.L. GOYAL)
COURT MASTER
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SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
[.LA. NOS.1624-1625 IN WRIT PETITION (C) NO.202 OF 1995
T.N. GODAVARMAN THIRUMULPAD Petitioner(s)
VERSUS

UNION OF INDIA & ORS Respondent(s)
DECIDED ON Dt.01.09.2006

(For implementation and exemption from filing O.T.)
[.LA. N0.1399 and I.A. No.1569 with I.A. N0.946 in [.A. Nos.301-382 in Writ
Petition (C) No.202 of 1995
(Report of C.E.C. in I.LA. N0.946 in [.A. Nos.301-382)
Date: 01/09/2006 These Matters were called on for hearing today.
CORAM:
HON'BLE THE CHIEF JUSTICE
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE ARIJIT PASAYAT
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE S.H. KAPADIA
Mr. Harish N. Salve,Sr.Adv. (A.C.) (N/P)
Mr. U.U. Lalit,Sr.Adv. (A.C.)
Mr. Sidhartha Chaudhary,Adv. (A.C.)
For Petitioner(s) Mr. P.K. Manohar,Adv.
For Applicant(s)
For Uttar Pradesh: Mr. Rakesh Dwivedi,Sr.Adv.
Dr. R.G. Padia,Sr.Adv.
Mr. S.W.A. Qadri,Adv.
Mr. R.K. Dubey,Adv.
Mr. Kamlendra Mishra,Adv.

UPON hearing counsel the Court made the following

83



[.LA. N0.1399 and I.A. No0.1569 with [.A. N0.946 in I.A. N0s.301-382 in Writ
Petition (C) No0.202 of 1995 and I.A. Nos.1327-1328 and 1526 in
Writ Petition (C) No0.202 of 1995:

The Central Empowered Committee, in its report dated 1st
September, 2005, after noticing in the Report how 1607 saw mills have been
re-opened in the garb of renewal of the old licences, has made the following
recommendations:

"(a) suspending the functioning of all the 1607 saw Mills to

where licences have been renewed after 04.3.97."

The further recommendation of the Central Empowered
Committee is that the Report in respect of each of 1607 saw mills shall be filed
by the State Government giving details of old licences and other
particulars in the recommendation, i.e., paragraph 13(b) of the
Report which reads as under:

"directing the Chief Secretary, Uttar Pradesh to file a Report of each of
the 1607 saw mills giving details of the old licences, the year in which the
such licences were issued, the year wupto which the old licences were
renewed, the date on which the saw mill was closed, the number of years for
which the saw mills had run illegally, the officer who had verified
and cross-verified the genuineness of the old licence, the basis of
reopening of the saw mill, the details of the machinery and electric
connection at the time of the renewal of the old licence and whether the
delay in the renewal was due to administrative reasons or due to
lapse on the part of the saw mill owner."

The learned counsel appearing for the State of Uttar Pradesh submits
that, having regard to the facts of the case, the aforesaid
recommendations may be accepted. In this view, we direct the
suspension of all 1607 saw mills in respect of which licences
were renewed after 4th March, 1997. The State Government would ensure that
the said saw mills do not operate. The Chief Secretary, Uttar Pradesh, is
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directed to file a report in terms of paragraph 13(b), which
recommendation we have accepted, within a period of eight weeks. We also
accept the third recommendation contained in paragraph 13(c) to the
effect that after receipt of the report, the saw mills in respect of which regular
renewals have been given, the renewal fees were deposited regularly
and the renewal of licences were delayed due to
administrative/technical reasons and not due to default on the part of the
applicant saw mills may be permitted to be reopened. The
Central Empowered Committee has also made the following recommendations:

"(a) a seniority list of plywood/veneer units operating in the State of
Uttar Pradesh and Uttaranchal (part of undivided U.P.) on
the strength of No Objection Certificate' issued by the
Forest Department prior to 04.3.97 may be prepared
after verifying the wvalidity and genuineness of such "No
Objection Certificate';

(b) after accessing timber availability qua capacity of existing
licenced saw mills depending upon the availability of
timber the existing plywood/veneer units may be granted
licence on the principle of first come last go. The units
found not eligible for grant of licence may be closed,;

(d) the electricity connection of all unlicenced units shall

be disconnected, their machinery's shall be dismantled

and the various registrations etc. issued to such units

shall be cancelled by the respective authorities."

The State Government has no objection to the acceptance of the

aforesaid recommendations. We order accordingly.

Another recommendation made by the Central Empowered

Committee is:

"(c) as far as feasible, the plywood/ veneer units should

be permitted to operate only in the industrial

estates identified for this purpose. This is particularly

necessary in Uttaranchal where practically all areas are
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within an aerial distance of 10 km. from the

nearest forest."

As prayed, we permit the State Government to file an affidavit placing
on record the difficulty, if any, in accepting the aforesaid recommendation.

The recommendation for fixing the responsibility against the officials
responsible for allowing large number of wood based industries to re-
open/continue in violation of this Court's orders would be

considered at an appropriate stage.

[ T.I. Rajput | [ V.P. Tyagi |
A.R.-cum-P.S. Assistant Registrar
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SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
[.LA. NOs. 1324 & 1474 in W.P. (C) No. 202/1995
(For directions)
T.N. GODAVARMAN THIRUMULPAD Petitioner (s)
VERSUS
UNION OF INDIA & ORS Respondent(s
DECIDED ON Dt.18.05.2007

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Date : 18-05-2007 These applicants/Petitions were called on for hearing today.
[As 1399 in 946 in 301-382 etc. &
IA 9 in SLP (C) 24951-24954 /2005

The matters relate to Saw Mills and Plywood and Veneer.

The CEC has considered the availability of wood for the industries,
which was assessed as 43.70 lakh cu.mt. from trees outside forests and 02.00
lakh cu.mt. from Government Forests.

It has also assessed the units into four categories.

We accept the CEC's recommendations.

The Saw Mills may be permitted on the basis of the
recommendations made by the CEC. Licences may be given by the State Level
Committees.

If there are any objections regarding grant of licences, the parties

would be at liberty to submit their applications before the CEC for

consideration.
(Mera Hemant) (Verra Verma)
Asstt. Registrar Court Master
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SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
[.LA. NOs. 1873 in IA No. 1399 in W.P. (C) No. 202/1995
T.N. GODAVARMAN THIRUMULPAD Petitioner (s)
VERSUS
UNION OF INDIA & ORS Respondent(s)
(To grant permission for impleadment of the applicant as respondent & grant
permission to run the licenced saw mill of the applicant)
Date: 27-07-2007 These appln. (s)/petitions were called on for hearing today.
CORAM :
HON'BLE THE CHIEF JUSTICE
HON'BLE DR. JUSTICE ARIJIT PASAYAT
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE S.H. KAPADIA
Mr. U.U. Lalit, Sr. Av. (A.C.)
Mr. Siddhartha Chowdhury, Adv. (A.C.)
For Petitioner (s) Mr. P/K/ Manohar, Adv.
In CP (C) 114/07 Mr. Lakshmi Raman Singh, Adv.
Mr. Vijay Panjwani, Adv.
Mr. R.S. Suri, Adv.
Mr. Viplav Sharma, Adv.
Mrs. Naresh Bakshi, Adv.
For Applicant(s)/UOI(MoEF) Mr. T.S. Doabia, Sr. Adv.
Respondent(s) Mr. Haris Beeran, Adv.
Mrs. Kiran Bhardwaj, Adv.
Mr. P. Parmeswaran, Adv.
For UOI-MOD Mr. P.S. Patwalia, Sr. Ad.
Mr. S.W.A. Qadri, Adv.
Mr. R.C. Kathia, Adv.
Mrs. Asha G. Nair, Adv.
For Mr. D.S. Mahra, Adv.
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State of Karnataka Mr. Udaya Holla, Adv. Genl,

Ms. Anitha Shenoy, Adv.
[.LA. Nos. 1873, 1874-79, 1880-89, 1890-92, 1893-1900, 1901-05, 1906-13,
1914, 1915-20, 1922-42, 1943, 1944-46, 1947-49, 1952-53, 1954-55, 1956-
57, 1958, 1959-60, 1961-62, 1964, 1965-70, 1971-76, 1982-87, 1988 & 1994;

These applications relate to the various Saw Mills in the State of
Uttar Pradesh. This Court by order dated 18th May, 2007 permitted the Saw
Mills to function, subject to the availability of wood and fulfillment of other
conditions. These applications are disposed in terms of the order passed by
this Court on 18th May, 2007. The appropriate authorities pay permit the saw
mills to run, subject to the order passed by this Court at 18th May, 2007.

Learned counsel appearing in some of the Saw Mills which were
allegedly functioning from 1983-85 and thereafter, submit that they have been
functioning as Saw mills but they were not having proper licence because and
or applications, in some cases, are pending since long with the authorities. In
some cases, we are told that they have filed applications and those saw mills
have been included in category IV of the CEC report and they were now denied
their right to operate their saw mills. Counsel appearing for those applicants
submitted that those saw mills may be permitted to file fresh applications for
running their units, subject to availability of wood and that they will also follow
the norms prescribed in the order passed by this Court on 18th May, 2007, if
they are granted licences for which they shall make necessary applications.

Under the above circumstances, those saw mills which have been
functioning right from 1983 and some of them who claim to be functioning
from 1985 to 1997 and which are included in category IV of the CEC report,
may submit fresh applications before the appropriate authorities for running
their saw mills and the appropriate authorities shall consider the availability of
wood and if sufficient wood is available they may be granted fresh licences,
subject to such terms and conditions as are and/or may be prescribed.

We are told that some other saw mills have made grievance that
there was wrong categorization. These applications may approach the CEC and
the CEC may hear them and appropriate directions be issued by the CEC,
subject to the order passed by this Court on 18th May, 2007.

All these applications are disposed of accordingly.
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SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
I.A. NO. 1785 IN WP (C) NO. 4677/1985

M.C. MEHTA Petitioner (s)
VERSUS
UNION OF INDIA & ORS Respondent(s)
(For directions on behalf of ridge management Board)
AND
[.LA Nos. 2160-2161 in 1399, 2185 in [.A. 728, 2248-2249 in 1694,
2254, 2280, 2284-2286, 2314-2315, 2316-2317, 2323-2324, 2325-2327,
2376-2377, 2383-2385, 2393-2394 in W.P. (c) No. 202/1995
(For impleadment, directions/stay, exemption from filling O.T., intervention)
Date: 21/11/2008 These Applns./Petitions were called on for hearing today.
CORAM
HONBLE THE CHIEF JUCTICE
HON’BLE DR. JUCTICE ARIJIT PASAYAT
HONBLE MR. JUCTICE S.H. KAPADIA
Mr. Harish N. Salve, Sr. Adv. (A.C.)
Mr. Uday U. Lalit, Sr. Adv. (A.C.) (NP)
Mr. Siddhartha Chowdhury, Adv. (A.C.)
Mr. A.D.N. Rao, Adv. (A.C.)
Mr. Ranjit Kumar, Sr. Adv. (A.C.)
Mr. Kamal Gupta, Adv. (A.C.)
[.LA Nos. 2160-2161 in 1399, 2185 in I.A. 728, 2248-2249 in 1694,
2254, 2280, 2284-2286, 2314-2315, 2316-2317, 2323-2324, 2325-2327,
2376-2377, 2383-2385, 2393-2394 in W.P. (c) No. 202/1995
WITH W.P. (C) NO. 23/2008, W.P. (C) NO. 24 /2008, W.P. (C) NO. 33/2008
W.P. (C) NO. 131/2008, W.P. (C) NO. 522/207, W.P. (C) NO. 116/2007
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The applicants are transferees of saw mills which were either not
given licences or these saw mills were not being operated. CEC has filed a
report and has suggested that along with other applications received for
renewal, subject to availability of timber in the State of U.P. and after meeting
the requirement of licence of wood based industries in the units covered by
CEC report dated 6.5.2008 in I.A. No. 2185 in 728 of the wood based
industries and in terms of the orders passed by this Court on 18.5.2007 and
27.7.2007, these applications will also be considered. The applications for
licence may be considered by the CEC within a period of three weeks.

The applications/petitions are disposed of accordingly.

........................................ CJL.
(K.G. BALAKRISHNAN)
........................................ J.
(Dr. ARLJIT PASAYAT)
........................................ J.

(S.H. KAPADIA)

NEW DELHI;
21T NOVEMBER, 2008
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ITEM NOS. 301+304 COURT NO. 1 SECTION PIL

SUPREME COURT OF INDIA
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

I.ANo. 1137 WITH 1319 In WP(C) No. 202/1995

T.N. GODAVARMAN THIRUMULKPAD Petitioner(s)
Versus

UNION OF INDIA & ORS Respondents (s)

(For directions)
Date: 30/04/2010 These Applns./Petitions were called on for

[.LA. Nos. 2453-2454. 2455-2457 in 1399 with 2462-2464 with 2244 alongwith 2512-
2521 with 2544-2545, 2572-2573, 2548-2549, 2065, 2114-2115, 2481-2482, 2489,
2551-2552, 2553-2554, 2711, 2559-2560, 2561-2562, 2563-2564, 2665-2566, 2592-
2593, 2753-2754, 2755-2756, 2683-2685, 2779-2780, 2738-2739

WITH

W.P.(C) No. 117/2008, 547/2008, 43/2009, 55/2009, 284/2009, 414/2009,
567,/2009, 568/2009, 574/2009, 575/2009, 576/2009, 5782009 and 4/2010:

In re: Saw Mills:

Heard learned amicus curiae, learned counsel for the State of U.P. and other

parties.

The CEC has filed a report in this Court. On 18.5.2007, this court had directed
to grant licenses for reopening of the saw mills falling under categories I to III. The
present report relates to category IV. The C.E.C. in its report has opined that fresh
licenses may be granted subject to the following conditions: The saw mill was
established prior to July, 1989 and the license fee was deposited with the U.P. Forest
Department prior to 04.03.1997 and the license fee up to the year 1995 has also been
deposited with the U.P. Forest Department in respect of 90 saw mills and no offence
case, pursuant to illegal use of transportation is pending against the holder of license;
further, in addition to the normal saw mill, licensee fee/renewal fee, they will deposit a
sum of Rs. 50,000/- each as one time measure to be refunded. This amount will be
kept in an interest bearing deposit in a nationalized bank and will be released after

getting approval by this Court.
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In re: Plywood & Veneer:

The following conditions have been imposed by the C.E.C.:

(i)

(i)

(iii)

the seniority list if plywood/veneer units established after 4.3.1997
(Category IV units) should be finalized by the State Level Committee for
Uttar Pradesh Wood Based industries in consultation with the C..E.C.
The said list should be finalised after giving wide publicity to the
provisional seniority list, inviting objections from the affected parties,
giving personal hearing to them and after considering the

objections/submission made by them:;

after meeting the requirement of the licensed wood based industry, the
units permitted by this Hon’ble Court and the units whose category is yet
to be finalised, the plywood/veneer units falling in category IV may be
considered for grant of license to the extent of timber availability and
strictly in the order of seniority, subject to the one-time payment of Rs. 9
lakhs per press in respect of the veneer units and compliance of the
other conditions that have been stipulated. The one-time payment of
penalty will be in addition to the normal licence fee and the other
charges, if any payable to the U.P. Forest Department. As decided earlier,
the above said amount should be kept in a designated interest bearing
bank account the should be utilized only after the scheme in this regard

is approved by this Hon’ble Court; and

in case the timber availability is found to be inadequate for all the
plywood /veneer units falling in category IV, the permission granted to
the plywood unit should be restricted to one press whereas for the veneer
unit it should be restricted to one peeler only. In addition, the plywood
units may be permitted one peeler each, if it had one or more peeler

functional in the unit before it was closed.

Learned counsel for the State of U.P. has got certain objections regarding these

recommendations. In case the State has any problem, it would be at liberty to

approach this court again. Subject to these, the recommendations of C.E.C. are

accepted appropriate action would be taken accordingly.

Sd/- Sd/-
(G.V. Ramana) (Madhu Saxena)
Court Master Assistant Registrar
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ITEM NOS. 301 to 310 COURT NO. 9 SECTION PIL

HON’BLE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

T.N. GODAVARMAN THIRUMULKPAD Petitioner(s)

Versus

UNION OF INDIA & ORS
Respondents (s)

(FOR INTERVENTION, DIRECTIONS AND EXEMPTION FROM FILLING O.T.)

310. I.A. No. 2664-2665, 2860 AND 2861 IN W.P. (C) NO. 202 OF 1995 (FOR
IMPLEADMENT, DIRECTIONS, EXEMPTION FROM FILLING O.T. AND
PERMISSION TO FILE REJOINDER)

Date: 27-09-2010 These applications were called on for hearing today.

CORM:
HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE B. SUDERSHAN REDDY
HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE R.M. LODHA
HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE SURINDER SINGH NIJJAR
Item 310

I.A. No. 2664-2665, 2860 AND 2861 IN W.P. (C) NO. 202 OF 1995

We have heard learned counsel for the applicant as well as learned amicus
curiae.

In view of the recommendations of the CEC dated 07-09-2010 and in the
light of the orders passed by this Court in I.A. 385 dated 05-05-1998, these
applications are ordered and the relief as prayed for in Clause ‘b’ and ‘c’ * of the

prayer Clauses is granted.

These interlocutory applications are accordingly disposed of.

Sd/- Sd/-
(Sukhbir Paul Kaur) (Renuka Sadana)
Court Master Assistant Registrar

b) to direct for exemption of Eastern Yamuna Canal like plantation of Roadside and Railway
as all plantation are protected forest and not forest;

c) to direct the respondent to treat applicants similarly like Saw Mill established prior to
04.03.1997 and permit the applicants without enforcing condition of 10 kms from Eastern
Yamuna Canal;
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ITEM NOS.MM-9A & 301 to 318 COURT NO. 9 SECTION PIL

SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
MM-9A : LA. No............. of 2011 IN I.A. NO. 2079 OF 2007 IN W.P.
(C) NO. 202 OF 1995
301. I.A. NO. 19 IN W.P. (C) NO. 47 OF 1998

T.N. GODAVARMAN THIRUMULKPAD ... Petitioner(s)

Versus
UNION OF INDIA&ORS e Respondents (s)
302. I.A. No. 2968-2970 IN W.P. (C) NO. 202 OF 1995
(FOR IMPLEADMENT, DIRECTIONS AND EXEMPTION FROM FILLING O.T.)
DECIDED ON DATED : 14.03.2011

“Item No. 302
We have heard learned counsel for the applicant as well as learned Amicus
Curiae.

In view of the recommendations of C.E.C. dated 07.09.2010 and in the light of
our earlier order, these applications are ordered directing the respondents herein to
consider the applications of the applicant for relocation of saw mills and other wood
based industries in
@) industrial areas notified by the U.P. Government/Government of India and (b)
Nagar Nigam Area (Municipal Corporations) Areas irrespective of the distance of such
areas from the nearby forest in the State of Uttar Pradesh.

This clarification is in furtherance of this Court’s order dated 08.05.1997 made in
ILA. Nos. 171 and 897 of 1996.

These applications are, accordingly, ordered.”

Sd/- Sd/-
(Sukhbir Paul Kaur) (Renuka Sadana)
Court Master Court Master
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AND
DIRECTIONS
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COMMITTEE
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CENTRAL EMPOWERED COMMITTEE

(Constituted by Hon’ble Supreme Court of India by order dated 9.5.2002)

in
Writ Petitions (Civil) Nos 202/95 & 171/96)
Room No. 106, Paryavaran Bhavan
CGO Complex, Lodi Road,
New Delhi- 110003
Tele Fax: 4363976

File No. 1-1/CEC/SC/2002 Dated: 3.6.2002

1.0

2.0

3.0

NOTIFICATION

The Central Empowered Committee (hereinafter referred to as the
Committee) has been constituted by the Hon’ble Supreme Court by its
order dated 9.5.2002 in Writ Petitions (Civil) Nos. 202/95 & 171/96. In
pursuance to para 2 of the said order, the following are nominated to the
Central Empowered Committee with the approval of the Ministry of
Environment & Forests (MoEF) and concurrence of the Solicitor General
for India/Amicus Curiae in the said cases.

(i) Shri P.V. Jayakrishnan, presently Secretary to the Government of
India, MoEF- Chairman

(i1) Shri N.K. Joshi, Additional Director General of Forest, MoEF-
Member (Representative of MoEF)

(iij)  Shri Valmik Thapar, Ranthambore Foundation- Member (NGO)
(V) Shri Mahendra Vyas, Advocate Supreme Court- Member (NGO)

Shri M.K. Jiwrajka, presently Inspector General of Forests, Ministry of
Environment & Forests shall be the Member Secretary of the Committee.

The powers and functions of the Committee as per the orders of the
Hon’ble Supreme Court of India are as under:

“(3) Pending interlocutory application in these two writ petitions as well
as the reports and affidavits filed by the States in response to the orders
made by the Court shall be examined by the Committee, and their
recommendations will be placed before Hon’ble Court for orders.

(4) Any individual having any grievance against any steps taken by the
Government or any other authority in purported compliance with the
orders passed by this Hon’ble Court will be at liberty to move the
Committee for seeking suitable relief. The Committee may dispose of
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such applications in conformity with the orders passed by Hon’ble
Court. Any application which cannot be appropriately disposed of by
the Committee may be referred by it to this Hon’ble Court.

(5) The Committee shall have the power to:

(a) Call for any documents from any person or the government of the
Union or the State or any other official.

(b) Summon any person and receive evidence from such person on
oath either on affidavit or otherwise.

(c) Seek assistance/presence of any persons(s)/official(s) required by
it in relation to its work.

(6) The Committee may decide its own procedure for dealing with
applications and other issues. Union of India shall provide suitable and
adequate office accommodation for the Committee. The expenditure
incurred on the working of the Committee including
salary/remuneration to the extent not payable by the Government to
the members and supporting staff, may be met out of income accruing
to the Special Investigation Team (SIT). Necessary procedure for this
may be formulated by the Committee in consultation with the SIT.

(7) The Committee is empowered to co-opt one or more persons as its
members or as special invitees for dealing with specific issues. While
dealing with issues pertaining to a particular State, wherever feasible,
the Chief Secretary and Principal Chief Conservator of Forests of the
State shall be co-opted as special invitees.

(8) The Committee shall submit quarterly reports to the Hon’ble Court.
It will be liberty to seek clarifications/modifications needed by it from,
Hon’ble Court.”

(M.K. Jiwrajka)

Member Secretary
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ANNEXURE III
CENTRAL EMPOWERED COMMITTEE

CONSTITUTED BY THE HON'BLE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA IN WRIT
PETITIONS NO. 202/95 AND 171/96

No. 1-1/CEC/2002 Dated 20.6.2002
NOTIFICATION NO.2
RULES AND PROCEDURE

Applications

1. Any person shall be liberty to move the Central Empowered Committee,
hereinafter referred to as the Committee, by filing an application for seeking
suitable relief against any action taken by the Central/State Governments or
any other authority, regarding:

(@) deforestation, encroachments, working of the wood based
industries, working Plans, compensatory afforestation plantations,
regeneration, illegal felling and transportation of timber, illegal mining in forest
area, and any other conservation issue; and

(b) the implementation of the Indian Forest Act, 1927, Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972, Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986 and the National Forest Policy, 1988 including the Rules,
Regulations and Guidelines framed thereunder;

In respect of which the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India have passed orders in
Writ Petitions no. 202/95 and 171/96.

2. All applications should be addressed to:
The Member Secretary
Central Empowered Committee constituted
By the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India
Room No. 106, Paryavaran Bhawan
C.G.0O. Complex, Lodi Road
New Delhi- 110003

3. Every application shall set out the name, description and complete postal
address of the applicant and the respondent(s). It should be typed in double
space on a full-scape (legal size paper) and shall setforth in chronological order
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and in consecutively numbered paragraphs, all relevant facts, grounds and
relief claimed and shall be signed by the applicant or his Advocate.

4. Six copies of the application shall be filed and it shall be accompanied by
copies of such documents as are in the possession of the applicant, in support
of his application, which shall be supported by a duly attested affidavit of the
applicant. All the pages of the application shall be numbered.

S. A copy of the application shall be sent by the applicant to all the
respondents and photocopy of postal or courier receipt as proof of the same
shall be filed along with the application.

6. Every application shall have an index
Pending [.A.’s

7. In the case of the pending Interlocutary Applications (I.A’s), affidavits and
reports filed by the States in response to the orders passed by the Hon’ble
Supreme Court of India, the Committee will examine them and after hearing
the parties, place its recommendations before the Hon’ble Court for passing
appropriate orders.

Monitoring of implementation of Hon’ble Supreme Court’s orders.

8. The committee will monitor the implementation of the orders passed by
the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India and place before it cases of non-
compliance in respect of encroachment removal, implementation of Working
Plans, compensatory afforestation, plantations and other conservation issues.

Proceedings

9. After the receipt of the application a notice of hearing shall be issued to
the parties through the counsel, Central Government, State Governments, any
other authority, electronic mode or through any other means. The notice shall
specify the date and place of hearing before the Committee.

10. Where there are a number of applications in which common issues have
been raised and similar reliefs are sought, the Committee may issue notice to
the parties through public notice/advertisement in news papers. The
Committee in such cases may determine as to who shall bear the cost of
publication of such a notice.

11. The respondents shall be at liberty to file written objections to the
application in the form of a counter affidavit (reply) with proof of service of
advance copy to the applicant. The counter affidavit shall give para-wise reply
on merits and no general replies or denials would be entertained. In cases
where the respondent(s) is an office of the Central Government, the State
Government, Government Undertaking or any authority owned, managed or
controlled by the Central/State Government, the counter affidavit shall be
signed by the Head of such Department, Authority or Undertaking.
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12. The Committee shall have the powers to:

(@) Call for any documents from any person or the Government of the
Union or the State or any other official;

(b) Summon any person and receive evidence from such person on
oath either on affidavit or otherwise;

(c) Seek assistance/presence of any person(s)/official(s) required by it
in relation to its work.

13. A quorum comprising three members will be competent to hear the
applications and pass orders.

14. The Committee may, as and when necessary, undertake field visits, hold
public hearings, hold meetings with officials and NGOs through one or more of
its members or through Special Invitees or such Central Government/State
Government officials, NGOs, institutions, and experts as the Committee may
deem fit.

15. The Committee may pass interim order(s) to meet the ends of justice. In
such cases, as far as feasible, the Committee will pass the final order within 90
days from the date of issue of the interim order.

16. The Committee, after giving opportunity of hearing to the parties, pass
orders in writing, copies of which shall be sent to the concerned parties.

17. The orders passed by the Committee shall be in conformity with the
orders passed by the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India. In other cases, the
Committee shall place its recommendations before the Hon’ble Supreme Court
of India for passing appropriate orders.

18. The Committee shall submit Quarterly Progress Reports to the Hon’ble
Supreme Court of India.

19. All orders passed by the Committee shall be authenticated by the
Member Secretary and shall bear the seal of the Committee.

(M.K. Jiwrajka)

Member Secretary
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(CONSTITUTED BY THE HON'BLE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA)
IN WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) NO. 202/95 & 171/96)

Gate No. 31, Ground Floor, Jawahar Lal Nehru Stadium, Lodhi Road, New Delhi 110003, Fax No. 24363976

File No. 1-19/CEC/SC/2006-Pt.XII Dated 10 October 2006
To,

The Registrar,

Supreme Court of India,
(Atten: PIL Section)

New Delhi

Sub- Report (Interim) of the Central Empowered Committee regarding the
closure of the saw mills and other wood-based Industries in the State of
Uttar Pradesh pursuant to the Hon’ble Supreme Court’s order dated
01-09-2006 in TA No. 1399 and IA No. 1569 with IA No. 946.

Sir,

The Report (Interim) of the Central Empowered Committee on the above
subject is enclosed (six copies). It is requested that the Report may please be
placed before the Hon'ble Court.

Your faithfully,
sd/-
(M.K. Jiwrajka)
Member Seretary

Copy to:
i) Mr. Harish N. Salve, Amicus Curiae in Writ Petition Civil No.
202/1995.
i) Mr. Udai Lalit, Amicus Curiae.
iii) Secretary to the Government of India, MoEF.

iv) Shri A.D.N. Rao, Standing Counsel for the MoEF.

\Y| Standing Counsel for the State of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow.

vi) Chief Secretary, Government of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow

vii) Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Uttar Pradesh Forest
Department, Lucknow

viii) Applicant/Respondents.
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CENTRAL EMPOWERED COMMITTEE

REPORT (INTERIM) REGARDING THE CLOSURE OF THE SAW
MILLS AND OTHER WOOD BASED INDUSTRIES IN THE STATE OF
UTTAR PRADESH PURSUANT TO THE HONBLE SUPREME
COURT'S ORDER DATED 01-09-2006 IN I.A. NO. 1399 AND I.A.
NO. 1569 WITH IA NO. 946.

Pursuant to this Hon'ble Court's order dated 01-09-2006 in IA No.

1399, 1569 and 946, about 3000 saw mills, which did not have a valid saw mill
licence as on 04-03-1997 have been closed by the State of Uttar Pradesh. In

addition, about 105 plywood veneer units which did not have a No Objection

Certificate (NOC) from the competent authority have been closed.

2.

M/s Hindustan Plywood Industries & Others have filed an IA (Dy. No.
3273/2006) against the closure of their units, a copy of which been filed
with the CEC pursuant to the observation made by this Hon'ble Court
when the matter was mentioned. In addition, a large number of
applications have also been filed before the CEC by the affected wood
based industries.

This Interim Report is being filed by the CEC after considering the
issue raised in the said IA and the various applications filed before the
ECE in the matter.

A meeting was convened by the CEC with the Principal Secretary
(Forests) and the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests of Uttar Pradesh
and the MoEF on 05-10-2006 to firm up the procedure to examine the
relevant details of the saw mills and the other wood based industries in
the State of Uttar Pradesh. A copy of the minutes of the meeting is
enclosed at ANNEXURE R-I to this report.

As decided during the meeting, a Committee consisting of Shri B.N. Garg,
Principal Secretary (Forest), Shri B.K. Patnaik, PCCF, and Shri N..
Bahuguna, Regional CF, MoEF, Lucknow has been constituted for the

compilation and the verification of the information about the saw mills
and the other wood based industry.
It has been decided that :
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iii)

the closed saw mills will be classified into the following four
categories depending upon the year upto which the saw mill
licence was renewed before 04-03-1997 :

Category I — licence upto December, 1996 renewed before
04-03-1997

Category II- licence upto December, 1995 renewed before
04-03-1997

Category III- licence upto December, 1994 renewed before
04-03-1997

Category IV- licence from 1993 onwards were not renewed
before 04-03-1997

the saw mills falling in each of the category will further be
sub-divided into three sub-groups on the basis of the period
during which the licence fee was deposited namely (a) licence
fee paid before 04-03-1997, (b) licence fee paid between 04-
03-1997 to 31-12-1997 and (c) paid after 31-12-1997;

As per the information complied by the U.P. Forest
Department, there are about 270 plywood/veneer units
located in the State. None of them have a valid licence issued
under the Saw Mill Rules for operating the plywood/veneer
units. These units, on the basis of their date of
establishment, may broadly be divided into four broad

categories as below:

Category I- Units established prior to 26-07-1989- till

then there was no restriction on the establishment of the
new plywood/veneer unit;

Category II- Units established between 27-07-1989 to 15-
02-1995 - during the period there was a plywood/veneer

units.

Category III- Units established between 16-02-1995 to

04-03-1997 - during this period the plywood/veneer units
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were permitted to be established after obtaining the NOC
from the Forest Department; and
Category IV- Units established after 04-03-1997- the

Hon'ble Supreme Court banned the establishment of any

saw mill, plywood or veneer unit in the State after 04-03-
1997.

iv) in the case of each plywood/veneer unit details such as SSI
Registration, NOC from the Forest Department, date of
commencement of the production, sales tax paid during the
first three years of production, machinery purchased by it,
the type and the number of the various machines purchased
by it, the type and the number of the various machines will
be complied.

\Y| the above information will be provided to the CEC at the
earliest.

As per the information made available to the CEC vide letter dated 6th
October, 2006 of the PCCF, U.P. (ANNEXURE R-II) there are 239 saw
mills falling in Category-1(a) i.e. whose licence upto 31-12-1996 were
renewed before 04-03-1997 and who had also deposited the renewal fees
for the year 1997 before 04-03-1997. Similarly there are in all 21
plywood /veneer units falling in Category I i.e. which were established
prior to 26-07-1989.

Considering that the saw mills falling in Category I(a) had valid licence
upto December, 1996 and had already deposited the renewal fee before
this Hon'ble Court's order dated 04-03-1997 and that the delay in the
renewal of the licence was not because of any fault on their part, it is
recommended that as an interim measure this Hon'ble Court may
consider permitting reopening of these saw mills. Similarly considering
that plywood/veneer units falling in Category I were established prior to
26.7.1989, when no NOC was required to be issued by the Forest
Department and they are the senior most plywood/veneer units, as an
interim measure, it is recommended that this Hon'ble Court may

consider permitting the reopening of these units also. The above
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permission for reopening of the saw mills and the plywood/veneer units
may be granted subject to the following conditions :
(i) the details of each of the saw mill will be certified under the
supervision and to the satisfaction of the State Level
Committee to confirm that their saw mill licences upto
December, 1996 were renewed before 04-03-1997 and that
they had also deposited the renewal fee before that date. The
verification of the fees deposited will be done by referring to
the original records.
(i) details of each of the plywood/veneer unit will be verified
under the supervision and to the satisfaction of the State
Level Committee to ensure that it as established prior to 26-
07-1989. The verification will be done by referring to the
documents such as the details of the sales tax paid, the
machinery purchased, electricity connection and other
reliable documents;
(iii) no forest offence related to the use of the illegal timber has
been booked against the unit;
(iv)  the unit is otherwise eligible for reopening.

8. As has been done in the case of the other States, after compilation of the
details of the saw mills, the plywood and the veneer units in the various
categories, the list will be published by the State Level Committee,
inviting objections and the final list will be prepared by it after
considering the objections.

Thereafter the list will be filed by the CEC before this Hon'ble

Court alongwith the recommendations for seeking appropriate directions.

The Hon'ble Court may please consider the report and may please

pass appropriate order in the matter.
(M.K. Jiwrajka)

Member Secretary
Dated : 09-10-2006
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 08-06-2007 REGARDING THE
FOLLOW-UP ACTION ON THE HON'BLE SUPREME COURT'S ORDER DATED
18-05-2007 REGARDING THE WOOD BASED INDUSTRIES IN THE STATE
OF UTTAR PRADESH

1. The list of the officers and the representative of the wood based
industrial units of Uttar Pradesh who attended the meeting is enclosed at

Annexure-I. After detailed discussion, the following decision were taken :

OPENING OF SAWMILL UNITS BELONGING TO CATEGORY III

2. The State Level Committee made a reference to the CEC regarding the
opening of the 128 saw mill units belonging to Category III. After
considering the recommendations of the SLC, it was decided that the 126
sawmill units belonging to Category III may be allowed to be opened
provisionally by the SLC subject to the availability of timber and subject
to any order/direction of the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India to be
passed in this matter.

MATTER RELATING TO PENDING FOREST OFFENCE AGAINST SAWMILL

UNITS OF CATEGORY I, II & III

3. The CEC had made recommendations that the sawmill units belonging to
the categories recommended for opening may be opened provided no
forest offence case is pending against the concerned wood based units.
After discussion, it was decided that the wood based units found to be
involved. In the use of the illicitly cut/procured timber from the forest
shall be closed permanently. However, units having other types of forest
offences pending against them may be allowed to be reopened by the SLC
after the final disposal of the case.

ONE TIME PAYMENT FOR GRANT OF LICENCE TO CATEGORY II & III

VENEER/PLYWOOD UNITS

4. The CEC has earlier in its report date 19-04-2007 recommended that the
veneer/plywood units established between 27-07-1989 to 04-03-1997
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may be granted licences on the payment of one time amount for
operating in violation of the U.P. Sawmill Rules. After discussion with the
SLC and the representative of the wood based industrial units of Uttar
Pradesh, it was decided that the one time amount for the different types
of units shall be 50 percent of the amount fixed for such units of the
State of Haryana. Based on the above, the following amount was decided
to be recovered from the Category II and IIl units as one time payment
before allowing operation/grant of licence to them. The units shall be
considered for the grant of licence only after the one time payment is

deposited by them.

(@) Only Veneer Units
per peeler/slicer in the unit Rs. 1,50,000

(b) Plywood Units (Including block boards, table tops & all types
of doors)
Per press in the unit Rs. 4,50,000

(Note- The plywood units having peelers and slicers along
with the press for the plywood machinery shall not pay
additional amount for the machines other than the amount
prescribed for the press)
All the receipts from the one time payments shall be deposited in a
separate bank account to be maintained in a nationalized bank as
revolving corpus of fund. This amount and the interest thereon shall be
used by the State Forest Department for wildlife and forest protecting
measures including intelligence gathering timber assessment and such
other works for which either the funds are not available or are
insufficient. This amount shall not under any circumstances or
plantation purposes. A separate Society shall be created for this purpose
preferably within a period of two months, and which shall include the
Principal Secretary (Forest) as its ex-officio Chairman, Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests, U.P. and the Chief Wildlife Warden, U.P. as
members and an officer of the rank of CCF who shall act as the Member
Secretary of the said Society. The Society shall lay down the arms and
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objectives, the procedure, modalities of expenditure, maintenance of

accounts and other related matters. As suggested by the SLC, for the

time being, this amount may be deposited in a separate account under

the existing registered society, Centre for Management of Forest, Social &

Water (CMF). Soonest the Society is created the funds collected along

with interest. if any, shall be transferred to the account of the society.

GRANT OF LICENCE UNDER SAWMILL RULES

6. It was decided that-

L.

II.

III.

the veneer/plywood units established prior to 04-03-1997
and allowed to operate as per Hon'ble Supreme Court's order
on the basis of the availability of timber shall be granted
licence under the U.P. Sawmill Rules, 1978 after the
payment of one time amount and the licence fee payable for
year 2007 onwards under the said rules. The licence fee
shall be charged from the units with prospective effect;

the SLC shall authorize the competent licensing authority
under the Sawmill Rules for the grant of the licence on
realization of the aforesaid amount and the licence fee
prescribed under the rules and after completing all the
formalities by the units such as obtaining the No. Objection
Certificate from the U.P., Pollution Control Board etc;

the closed units falling in Category II & III may be reopened
after deposition of the one time payment amount. The units
of Category Il & III which are open may be given 15 days
time to deposit the same. All the units in Category I, II & III
may be given, up to 4 months (120 days) time to comply with
all the other formalities, under the Sawmill Rules, and also
to obtain the NOC from the U.P. Pollution Control Board. In
case they fail to comply with the same in the given period,

their units are liable to be closed,;
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IV.

VL

while granting the licence, the following details of the
machinery installed by such units shall be clearly mentioned
in the body of the licence to be issued to the concerned unit-

a) Number and type (size & daylight) of press

b) Number and type (size) of peelers

c) Horizontal Band Saw (HBS) with or without trolley
with the size and the Horse Power (HP)

d) Vertical Band Saw (VBS) with size and the Horse
Power (HP) and

e) other types of saws including culture, chippers with
their respective sizes and the Horse Power (HP)

The unit shall not be eligible to add or expand the capacity of
such machines. If any unit is found to have violated the
above conditions, the licence issued in respect of such units
shall be liable to be cancelled;

Plywood /veneer units with sawmill licence shall have the
option to continue as a saw mill or as a veneer/plywood unit.
However, plywood units may be allowed to have vertical band
saw for captive conversion for its own consumption. In case
any unit requires to retain the horizontal band saw for its
captive use, it can only be allowed after obtaining the
express permission of the SLC. It is reiterated that under no
circumstances the VBS/HBS shall be used for purpose of

making veneer or plywood in the same unit.

PERMANENT CLOSURE OF WOOD BASED UNITS

7.

It was decided that to ensure permanent closure of sawmill units
belonging to category iv and veneer/plywood units established after 04-
03-1997, the SLC shall direct the DLCS to issue notices all such units
which are to be closed. The DLC shall give 30 days notice to the owners
of all such units to carry out the closure of their units failing which the
DLC shall affect the closure by disconnecting the electricity and

cancelling the various licences and registrations.
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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECISION OF THE STATE LEVEL COMMITTEE

IN RESPECT OF THE VENEER/PLYWOOD UNITS AS PER THE

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CEC

8.

As suggested by the SLC, in view of the time involved in deciding, each
case of veneer/plywood units, it was decided that the units in the
provisional list of Category III, IV and espial, whose categories have been
finalized or ill get finalized subsequently after considering the objections
shall be opened or closed as per the recommendations of the CEC
depending the category to which they are finally assigned by the SLC
without waiting for the completion of the finalization of category of all the
units. The SLC shall submit a consolidated report after the disposal of all
the objections, giving the list and the details of all such units along with

the categories to which they are finally assigned.

REGARDING RESTRICTION OF 10 K.M. FROM FOREST AREA

9.

It was clarified that pursuant to the Hon'ble Supreme Court's order re-
location of wood based units within 10 k.m. from the forest area is not
permissible. However, this restriction does not apply to the units already
existing in such area.

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks of the Chair.

(M.K. Jiwrajka)

Member Secretary

Dated 12th June, 2007
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CENTRAL EMPOWERED COMMITTEE

(CONSTITUTED BY THE HON'BLE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA)
IN WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) NO. 202/95 & 171/96)

Gate No. 31, Ground Floor, Jawahar Lal Nehru Stadium, Lodhi Road, New Delhi 110003, Fax No. 24363976
File No. 1-19/CEC/SC/2006-Pt.Xv Dated 19th April 2007

To,
The Registrar,
Supreme Court of India,
New Delhi
(Atten: PIL Section)

Sub- Report of CEC in IA No. 1399 in IA No. 946 in IA 301-302 regarding
timber availability, capacity of the wood-based industries and related
matters in respect of the State of Uttar Pradesh.

Sir,

The Report of the Central Empowered Committee on the above subject is
enclosed (six copies). It is requested that the Report may please be placed

before the Hon'ble Court.

Your faithfully,
sd/-
(M.K. Jiwrajka)
Member Seretary

Copy to:
ix) Mr. Harish N. Salve, Amicus Curiae in Writ Petition Civil No.
202/1995.
X) Mr. Udai Lalit, Amicus Curiae.

xi) Standing Counsel for the MoEF.

xii)  Secretary, Ministry of Environment & Forests, New Delhi.

xiii) Chief Secretary, Government of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow

xiv) Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Uttar Pradesh Forest
Department, Lucknow

xv)  Standing Counsel for the State of Uttar Pradesh.

xvi) Petitioners/Respondents.
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REPORT OF THE CEC IN IA NO. 1399 IN IA NO. 946 IN IA
301-382 REGARDING TIMBER AVAILABILITY, CAPACITY OF
THE WOOD BASED INDUSTRIES AND RELATED MATTERS IN

RESPECT OF THE STATE OF UTTAR PRADESH

This report is being filed by the CEC pursuant to this Hon'ble Court's
order dated 16-03-2007 in IA No. 1399 in IA No. 946 in IA No. 301-382
regarding the closure of the unlicenced wood based industries in the State of
Uttar Pradesh after examining the report dated 12-04-2007 of the State Level
Committee for the State of Uttar Pradesh (SLC). The report in respect of
Uttarakhand will be filed separately after the receipt of their response.
I. TIMBER AVAILABILITY FOR THE WOOD BASED INDUSTRIES

From trees outside forests

2. As per the details given in the report of the SLC, the Forest Survey of
India (FSI) vide its report dated 03-04-2007 has assessed the total

growing stock of wood from trees outside the forest in Uttar Pradesh

as 87.31 million cubic meter and the annual availability of wood as

55.6 lakh cubic meter.

3. The SLC has worked out the annual availability of timber for the wood
based industries using the growing stock assessed by the FSI and on the
basis of the following assumptions:

(@) While the FSI has calculated that 9.51 lakh cu.mt. of wood is
annually available from the miscellaneous tree species, the SLC
has assessed the timber availability from this category as 'nil
because no miscellaneous species timber is used by the wood
based industries;

(b) for the other species 85% of the wood is available/used by the
wood based industries. The balance 15% consists of fire wood and
small wood;

(c) plantation of eucalyptus and poplar raised by the farmers are
normally felled after eight years and six years respectively. The

rotation period of 15 years and 10 years respectively taken by the
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FSI on the basis of the Working Plan for the Government forests
needs to be modified accordingly.

The SLC has accordingly calculated the annual available of timber

for wood based industries from trees outside the forest as 53.01

lakh cu. mt.

The CEC is of the view that since all plantations of eucalyptus and poplar
raised outside the forest in U.P. are not privately owned, it would be
appropriate that for the purpose of calculating the annual availability of
timber, the rotation period is taken as the average of the rotation period
provided in the Working Plans and the number of years after which
felling is normally done by the farmers. The annual availability of timber
of eucalyptus and poplar from trees outside the forest by taking the
rotation period as 11.5 years and 8 years respectively works out to 14.69
lakh cu.mt. and 7.54 lakh cu.mt. respectively.

The species wise details of the annual yield calculated by the FSI by the
SLC and as modified above by the CE are given below:

(in lakh cubic meters)

By the FSI By the SLC Modified by the
CEC

Eucalyptus 13.48 21.48 14.69
Mango 10.30 8.75 8.75
Poplar 7.10 10.06 7.54

Misc. species 9.51 nil nil
Shisham 3.36 2.86 2.86
Babool 2.55 2.16 2.16
Neem 2.97 2.52 2.52
Mahua 2.53 2.15 2.15
Jamun 1.76 1.49 1.49

Other species 2.05 1.54 1.54

Total 55.61 53.01 43.70

Total timber availability for wood based industries
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II.

The annual availability of timber from the forest area on the basis of the
production figures of U.P. Forest Corporation has been taken by the SLC
as two lakh cubic meter. This has been accepted by the CEC. The annual
availability of imported timber has been taken as 0.6 lakh cu.mt. After
considering that there is a net export of timber and veneer from the State
of U.P. to the other, State and which more than offsets the quantity of
timber imported from the other countries, the CEC has, therefore, taken
the net availability of timber imported from other countries and States as
nil'.

Accordingly, the annual timber availability for the wood based industries

may be taken as under :

From trees outside forest : 43.70 lakh cu.mt.
From Govt. forests : 2.00 lakh cu.mt.
imported timber : NIL

TOTAL 45.70 Lakh cu.mt.

or say 45 lakh cu.mt.
INSTALLED CAPACITY NORMS AND TIMBER REQUIREMENT

For saw mills

9.

The installed capacities of the various wood based industries depend
upon the number and the type of the machines used. For the purpose of
assessing the timber requirement, the saw mills may be classified into
different categories either on the basis of the type and the number of the
horizontal and vertical band saws used by them or on the basis of the
horse power of the machines used by them. In the State of Uttar
Pradesh, the saw mills have traditionally been classified on the basis of
the horse power used by them and a reliable data base in this regard is
available with the Forest Department. Considering the above, for the
purpose of assessing the timber requirement of the saw mills, they may
be divided into (i) saw mills of 10 HP and below (ii) saw mills between 10
and 20 HP (iii) saw mills between 20 HP to 40 HP (iv) saw mills between
40 to 60 HP and (v) saw mills above 60 HP.
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10.

The SLC has taken the normative installed capacity of the saw mills as
540 cu.mt. per year. This figure has been arrived at on the basis of the
actual production figures of the saw mills operated by the U.P. Forest
Corporation till 1996 and as given in the report of the Expert Committee
filed through an affidavit dated 22-02-1997 before the Hon'ble upreme
Court. On perusal of the report of the Expert Committee constituted for
the State of U.P. it is seen that this figure is actually for the saw mills of
10 H.P. Accordingly, the narrative timber requirement of saw mills
installed with machines of higher H.P. has to be different and may be

taken as under :

i) Saw mills of 10 HP and below 540 cu.mt.
(base value)
ii) Saw mills between 10 to 20 HP 810 cu.mt.

(1.5 time the base value)

ii) Saw mills between 20 to 40 HP 1080 cu.mt.
(2 times of the base value)

iv) Saw mills between 40 to 60 HP 1620 cu.mt.
(3 times of the base value)

V) Saw mills above 60 HP 2160 cu.mt.

(4 times the base value)

For plywood/veneer units

11.

In the report of the Indian Plywood Industries Research and Training
Institute (IPIRTI), Bangalore, an autonomous body under the Ministry of
Environment and Forests, the timber requirement for peeling leth of 4
feet and 8 feet size in the plywood/veneer units has been assessed as 5
cumt. and 11 cu.mt. respectively per day on an average of 8 working
hours per day. By assuming that the peeling units work for 8 hours per
day on an average for 300 days in a year the SLC has assessed the
normative timber requirement of the peeling leth of 4 feet size in veneer
units as 1500 cu.mt. The timber requirement of the plywood units has
been taken as 'nil' on the ground that the round timber is used as raw
material in the veneer units only and that the plywood units are the
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12.

13.

14.

15.

III.

secondary users which use the veneer as the raw material produced by
the veneer units.

The CEC is of the view that the above assessment is on the lower side.
The plywood units use presses of various sizes such as 8x4x6, 8x4x12,
8x4x15, 4x4x7, 4x4x10. A 8x4x10 capacity press can produce upto 10
plywood pieces of 8'x4' size per hour whereas a 8x4x15 capacity press
can produce upto 15 plywood pieces of 8'x4' size per hour and so on. The

normative installed capacity of the plywood units will accordingly

depend upon the number and the type of presses.

This number and type of presses installed in each of the plywood unit
may be assessed and thereafter equivalent number or presses of 8x4x10

capacity may be calculated. The normative installed capacity of

8x4x10 capacity press may be taken as 2000 cu.mt. per annum, as

has been done in the case of Haryana and accordingly the total
requirement of timber for the plywood units should be calculated.
The total timber requirement for the stand alone veneer units may be

assessed by calculating the equivalent number of 4 feet leth machines

and by taking its normative installed capacity as 1500 cu.mt. per

annum as has also been done for the State of Haryana. The sum total of
the timber requirement of the plywood units and the stand alone veneer
units would be the total timber requirement of the plywood/veneer units.
In the absence of reliable data about the interstate movement of veneer,
the ease with which unrecorded/unlicenced units could be established
with a small investment and the tendency of under reporting the
veneer/plywood production by a large number of units, it would be
prudent to follow the above suggested conservative approach to calculate
the timber requirement of the plywood/veneer units. It may be
mentioned that the above approach has been followed by the CEC for
assessing the timber requiremen t for the wood based industries in the
State of Haryana and other States.
RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING THE REOPENING OF THE SAW
MILLS AND THE PLYWOOD/VENEER UNITS
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16. The timber requirement of the existing licenced wood based units may be

calculated by the SLC by using the normative installed capacity of the

saw mills and the plywood/eneer units on the basis of the norms

discussed above. After deducting the above quantity from the total

annual availability of timber as assessed above, the balance quantity of

timber available for the closed saw mills and plywood/veneer units may

be assessed.

Recommendation regarding saw mills

17. Subject to (a) availability of balance timber and (b) no forest offence case

pending against the concerned wood based unit, the following

recommendations are made.

i)

the saw mills in Category I i.e. whose licence upto the year
1996 were renewed before 4.3.1997 and in Category II i.e.
saw mills whose licences upto the year 1995 were renewed
before 04-03-1997 but the saw mill licence for the year 1996
and 1997 were not renewed as on 04-03-1997 may be
allowed to be responded. There are about 1,548 and 328
units falling in Category I and II, respectively.

In respect of a large number of saw mills the date of renewal
of licence of various years has been recorded on the licence
on a much later date than the date on which the renewal fee
was deposited by them. The CEC is of the view that since the
delay in making the appropriate entry in the licence is
attributed to administrative reasons and not because of any
fault on the part of the saw mills, it would be fair that for the
purpose of the categorization of the saw mills, the date of the
deposit of the licence renewal fee is taken as the date on
which the licence is deemed to have been renewed.
Accordingly, the category of the units presently falling in
category III and IV may be modified. On the above principles,
122 and 255 saw mills presently falling in Category III and
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ii)

IV respectively would become eligible for being classified into
Category I and II respectively.

the units falling in Category IIl are saw mills whose licences
for the year upto 1994 were renewed before 04-03-1997 but
the saw mill licence for the year 1995, 1996 and 1997 were
not renewed as on 04-03-1997. These units have been
recommended for permanent closure by the CEC in its
earlier report. During the meeting held on 13-04-2007, the
State Level Committee strongly recommended opening of the
saw mills falling in this Category also on the ground that
these saw mills were granted licence after following the due
process of law. The permanent cancellation of their licences
on the ground of delay in depositing licence fee for three
years may cause undue hardship and a lenient view may be
taken. It has also been pleased that the number of the saw
mills falling in this category after excluding the saw mills
who had paid their licence fee in time comes to only 126.
This Hon'ble Court may pass appropriate direction in the
matter after considering the views of the SLC;

the units falling in Category IV are saw mills whose licences
for the year 1997, 1996, 1995, 1994 and earlier years were
neither renewed not the licence fee deposited as on 04-03-
1997. These saw mills were closed pursuant to this Hon'ble
Courts order dated 04-03-1997 and subsequently reopened
in the garb of renewal of the saw mill licence even though in
many cases the saw mills did not have a valid licence and
were not operating for 15-20 years. These units have been
allowed to be reopened in flagrant violation of the Hon'ble
Supreme Court's order without even verify whether these
units were in existence or not, the last date on which the
saw mill was operating and other relevant details. The CEC
is of the view that it would be in fitness of things that
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18.

irrespective of the timber availability, such defaulting units
are not allowed to be reopened and are permanently closed.
As per the report of the SLC there are about 851 saw mills
which fall in this category.
It is submitted that a decision regarding the opening/permanent closure
of the saw mills may be taken on the basis of the period during which the
saw mill was working illegally without a valid saw mill licence and not on

the basis of the date of their establishment.

Recommendation regarding plywood/veneer units

19.

In the State of Uttar Pradesh, almost all the plywood and veneer units
have been established without a valid saw mill licence issued under the
Uttar Pradesh Saw Mills (Establishment and Regulation) Rules, 1978
though such units required a licence under these Rules. The State
Government Forest Department had from time to time issued circulars
but these were often not in conformity with the Saw Mill Rules. The U.P.
Forest Department had put no restriction on the establishment of the
plywood /veneer units upto 26-07-1989. Thereafter, a complete ban was
imposed by the U.P. Forest Department on the establishment of the
plywood/veneer units upto 15-02-1995. However, a large number of
units were allowed to be established between 27-07-1989 to 15-02-1995
by the Industries Department and were registered as small scale units.
With effect from 16-02-1995, the plywood/veneer units were permitted to
be established in 38 districts ever obtaining the NOC from the U.P.
Forest Department in the remaining districts the ban continued. During
this period some of the units were established with the NOC issued by
the Forest Department while the others were established without the
NOC but registered by the Industries Department. No guidelines were
issued or followed for issuing of the NOC by the Forest Department. No
authentic record of the NOC issued by the Forest Department has been
maintained pursuant to this Hon'ble court’s order dated 04-03-1997 the

establishment of new plywood/veneer units was prohibited.
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20.

21.

In the above background, the CEC is of the view that subject to the

availability of timber, the plywood/veneer units in U.P. may be

considered eligible for the grant of licence under the U.P. Saw Mill Rules

on the basis of their seniority i.e. the date of establishment. As regards

the units established between 1995 to 1997 no distinction on the basis of

the NOC issued by the Forest Department may be made as no reliable

record about the validity and the authenticity of such NOCs exists. In

any case, the NOC cannot be a substitute for a licence required under
the Saw Mill Rules.

The following recommendations are made for the plywood/veneer units
in the State of U.P.

i) a seniority list of the plywood/veneer units established upto

04.03.1997 may be prepared by the SLC. As stated in the

CEC's earlier report dated 19-01-2007, the District Level

Committees comprising of District Magistrates,

Superintendents of Police and the Divisional Forest Officers

have, after verifying the original records and taking into

account the details provided by the plywood/veneer units,

compile their category wise details. These details are verified

by the SLC after which the provisional list is drawn up and

details are displayed on the website of the Forest

Department as well as in the office of the PCCF, Lucknow.

Objections are invited after giving wide publicity through

newspapers and the final seniority list is prepared after

considering the objections received by the State Level

Committee. The above process has been completed for the

units provisionally falling in Category I and II and for others

it is in progress. Subject to the availability of timber they

may be granted licence under the Saw Mill Rules in the order

of their seniority. While granting the licence, the details of

the machinery such as press, vertical band saw and peelers

installed by such units should be mentioned on the licence
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iii)

itself. Units with saw mill licence should have the option to
continue either as a saw mill or as a plywood/veneer unit.
No expansion of the existing machineries should be
permissible;

the permission may be granted to the plywood/veneer units
established prior to 26-07-1989 without any penalty as there
was no restriction on the establishment of the
plywood /veneer units prior to this date. There are 29
plywood /veneer units falling in this category.

the units established between 27-07-1989 to 04-03-1997
may be granted licences on the payment of one time amount
for operating in violation of the U.P. Saw Mill Rules. The CEC
may be permitted to decide this additional amount in
consultation with the SLC. This amount should be payable
in addition to the normal licence or other fee otherwise
payable by such units;

the plywood/veneer units established after 04-03-1997
irrespective of the timber availability should be directed to be
closed permanently as such units have been established in
flagrant violation of this Hon'ble Court's order dated 04-03-
1997. There was absolutely no ambiguity about the
applicability of the order of this Hon'ble Court by which it
was directed that no plywood/veneer units shall be
established in the State of Uttar Pradesh after 04-03-1997.
These units have been established and have continued to
operate for the fast 10 years in spite of the clear directions
issued by this Hon'ble Court and in spite of the fact that the
issue of the wood based industries illegally functioning in
Uttar Pradesh was time and again being raised before this
Hon'ble Court.

to ensure that the plywood/veneer units are not causing

any environmental pollution, the grant of licence should
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be effected by the Forest Department only after they
obtain the NOC from the State Pollution Control Board.
The units which fail to obtain the NOC within the period
stipulated by the SLC should be liable to be closed

permanently;

The Hon'ble Court may please consider the report and may
please pass appropriate order in the matter.
(M.K. Jaiwrajka)

Member Secretary
Dated : 18-04-2007
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CENTRAL EMPOWERED COMMITTEE

(CONSTITUTED BY THE HON'BLE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA)
IN WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) NO. 202/95 & 171/96)

Gate No. 31, Ground Floor, Jawahar Lal Nehru Stadium, Lodhi Road, New Delhi 110003, Fax No. 24363976

File No. 2-7/CEC/SC/2006-Pt.Xv Dated 4th April, 2008
Sub- Minutes of the meeting held on 03-04-2008 regarding the wood-based

industries in Uttar Pradesh.

The Minutes of the meeting held by the CEC on the above subject is sent

herewith for information and necessary follow up action.

sd/-
(M.K. Jiwrajka)
Member Secretary
Distribution:

xvii) Chief Secretary, Government of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow
xviii) Principal Secretary (Forest) & Chairman, SLC, U.P. Lucknow
xix) Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & Member, SLC, U.P., Lucknow
xx)  Regional Chief Conservator of Forests, Lucknow & Member SLC, U.P.
xxi) Mr. Bipin Dahari, DIGF (SU), MoEF.
xxii) Standing Counsel for the MoEF.
xxiii) Standing Counsel for the State of Uttar Pradesh.

124



MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 03-04-2008 REGARDING THE
WOOD BASED INDUSTRIES IN UTTAR PRADESH
1. The list of participants is enclosed at (ANNEXURE-R-1).

2. The saw mills which did not have a valid licence as on 04-03-1997 have
been classified into Category, I, II, IIl and IV by the State Level
Committee (SLC) for U.P. on the basis of the last year up to which their
licence were renewed before 04-03-1997. After considering the report of
the Central Empowered Committee (CEC), the Hon'ble Supreme Court by
order dated 18-05-2007 has permitted the reopening of the saw mills
falling in Category I, II, and IIl. Subsequently, the Hon'ble Supreme
Court by order dated 27-07-2007 has directed that subject to availability
of wood, the saw mill falling in Category IV may be considered for grant
of fresh licence, subject to such terms and condition as are and/or may
be prescribed.

3. The issue regarding grant of licence to the units falling in Category IV
and other unlicenced saw mills was considered in the meeting held on
09-01-2008 with the SLC. It was decided that the U.P. Forest
Department may give its suggestion for dealing with (a) saw mills falling
in above two Categories (b) new secondary wood units (c) new saw mill (d)
new plywood/veneer units etc. Accordingly the SLC after considering the
matter in its meeting held on 31-03-2008 has given its recommendation
vide its letter dated 01-04-2008. A copy of the recommendations of the
SLC are enclosed at (ANNEXURE-R2).

4. After considering the recommendations of the SLC and after detailed
examination, the following decisions were taken:

Saw mills categorized as Category IV saw mills by the SLC may be
considered for grant of licence under the Saw Mill Rules subject to the

fulfillment of the following conditions:
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a)

b)

d)

g)

there has not been any transfer of licence after 04-03-1997
except by inheritance or succession. The units in respect of
which the original licence was transferred to others will not be
eligible for grant of licence.

it will be considered as a new licence with prospective effect
from the date of grant of permission by the competent authority
under the Saw Mill Rules.

there is adequate timber available in the State.

there is no forest offence pending against the unit as on 01-09-
2006. The decision taken during the meeting held on 08-06-
2007 regarding pending forest offence will be equally applicable
in such cases.

such units will not be transferable except by inheritance or
succession.

detailed procedure and guidelines for grant of licence to the
units will be issued by the SLC and

saw mill units falling in the various Categories will deposit one
time payment, in addition to the normal licence fee, as detailed

below:-

A. Saw mill having only vertical band Saw

a)

the licence fee up to the Year 1997 has | Rs. 10,000/-
been deposited during the Year 1997 and
thereafter the licence fee has been

continuously deposited without any break.

b)

the licence fee up to the Year 1998 has | Rs. 15,000/-
been deposited during the Year 1998 and
thereafter the licence fee has been

continuously deposited without any break.

the licence fee up to the Year 1999 has | Rs. 20,000/-
been deposited during the Year 1999 and

thereafter the licence fee has been
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continuously deposited without any break.

d)

the licence fee up to the Year 2000 has
been deposited during the Year 2000 an
thereafter the licence fee has been

continuously deposited without any break

Rs.

25,000/ -

the licence fee up to the Year 2001 has
been deposited during the Year 2001 and
thereafter the licence fee has been

continuously deposited without any break

Rs.

30,000/~

the licence fee up to the Year 2002 has
been deposited during the Year 2002 and
thereafter the licence fee has been

continuously deposited without any break

Rs.

35,000/ -

g)

the licence fee up to the Year 2003 has
been deposited during the Year 2003 and
thereafter the licence fee has been

continuously deposited without any break

Rs.

40,000/ -

h)

the licence fee up to the Year 2004 has
been deposited during the Year 2004 and
thereafter the licence fee has been

continuously deposited without any break

Rs.

45,000/ -

the licence fee up to the Year 2005 has
been deposited during the Year 2005 and
thereafter the licence fee has been

continuously deposited without any break

Rs.

60,000/~

B. Saw mill units with Horizontal Band Saw without trolley (HBS) (with
or without VBS)- Rs. 50,000/ - for each HBS.

Saw mill units with Horizontal Band Saw with trolley (with or without

VBS)- Rs. 1,00,000/- for each HBS with trolley.

I) Saw mill units who had paid licence fee regularly before 04-03-

1997 but were never granted licence by the Forest Department
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may also be considered for grant of licence under the Saw Mill

Rules subject to the fulfillment of the following conditions:

a)

b)

d)

g)

licence shall be granted in order of seniority to only such units
who regularly paid licence fee from the year 1989 onwards till
1996;

it will be considered as a new licence with prospective effect
from the date of grant of permission by the competent authority
under the Saw Mill Rules;

there is adequate timber available in the State;

there is no forest offence pending against the unit as on 01-09-
2006. The decision were taken during the meeting held on 08-
06-2007 regarding pending forest offence will be equally
applicable to the unit;

the wunit ill not be transferable except by inheritance or
succession;

detailed procedure and guidelines for grant of licence of the unit
will be issued by the SLC; and

licence shall be granted in the name of person in whose name
the licence fee was deposited or to his her legal hair in case of

his/her death;.

During the meeting it was pointed out by the Chairman SLC that there
are some cases where the saw mill has been renewed upto the year
1994 /1995 whereafter because of non payment of licence fee, the licence
of such units was cancelled and subsequently have not been included in
any category of the saw mill. It was decided that all such cases may be
considered by the SLC on merit and a decision may be taken after
verifying the details of the renewals. Such units should be categorized as
per CEC letter dated 06-10-2006 and formal orders thereon may be
issued by the SLC.

Pursuant to the transfer of Shri N.C bahuguna, who was working as

Member of the SLC, U.P. and after considering that de-facto Shri P.K.
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Verma, CCF is working as the Nodal Officer for the SLC, the SLC, U.P. is

reconstituted as under:-

S.No. Name Designation

1. Principal Secretary (Forest), Government Chairman

of Uttar Pradesh

2. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Member

Uttar Pradesh Forest Department

3. Regional Chief Conservator of Forests, Member
MoEF, Lucknow

4, Shri P.K. Verma, Chief Conservator of Member
Forests** Secretary

It was also decided that as the post of the Regional Chief
Conservator of Forests, Lucknow is presently vacant, the DGF & SS,
MoEF would be requested to nominate his representative in the
Committee till a Regional Chief Conservator of Forests, Lucnkow is
appointed by the MoEF.

7. It was clarified that the amount collected as penalty/one time payment,
which is to be kept in the interest bearing bank account, can be used
only after the Rules/Guidelines in this regard are finalized and the
permission is granted by the Hon'ble Supreme Court.

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the chair.

sd/-
(M.K. Jiwrajka)
Member Secretary
Dated 03-04-2008
** Sri C.P. Goyal Chief Conservator of Forests became Member Secretary, SLC
in place of Sri P.K. Verma by CEC letter no. 2-24/CEC/SC/2008 Dt.
30.01.2009 and UP Govt. letter no. Writ 48/14-2-2009--405(55) /2004 TC-4
dt. 02.02.2009
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Sri A.K. Dwivedi Chief Conservator of Forests became Member Secretary,
SLC in place of Sri C.P. Goyal by CEC letter no. 2-24/CEC/SC/2014-Pt. VII
Dt. 22.07.2014 and UP Govt. letter no. 3734 /14-2-2014 dt. 17.11.2014

CENTRAL EMPOWERED COMMITTEE

(CONSTITUTED BY THE HON'BLE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA)
IN WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) NO. 202/95 & 171/96)

IInd Floor, Chankyapuri, New Delhi 1100021, Tel 26884921, 26884823, 24101928, Fax No. 24101925

File No. 2-24 /CEC/SC/2008Pt.II Dated 22nd December, 2008
Sub- Minutes of the meeting held on 18-12-2008 regarding grant of

permission to the wood-based industries in Uttar Pradesh.

The Minutes of the meeting held by the CEC on the above subject is sent

herewith for information and necessary follow up action.

sd/-
(M.K. Jiwrajka)
Member Secretary

Distribution:
i) Chief Secretary, Government of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow
ii) Principal Secretary (Forest) Government of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow
iii) Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Uttar Pradesh Forest

Department, Lucknow
iv) DIGF (SU), MoEF
V) Standing Counsel for the MoEF.
Vi)  Standing Counsel for the State of Uttar Pradesh.
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 18-12-2008 REGARDING
GRANT OF PERMISSION TO THE WOOD BASED INDUSTRIES IN
UTTAR PRADESH

The list of the participants is enclosed.

2. During the meeting, the Hon’ble Supreme Court Order’s dated
21.11.2008 in IA No. 2314-15 and 2316-17 regarding grant of licences to
wood based units falling in category IV (Transferred cases) was
discussed. It was seen that the Hon’ble Supreme Court has permitted the
CEC to consider grant of licences to category IV units (transferred)
provided adequate wood is available for them after meeting the
requirement of units covered in CEC’s earlier Report dated 6.5.2008 in IA
No. 2185

3. As per the details provided by the SLC, 5.82 lakh cub meter of timber is
available in the State of U.P. after meeting the requirement of licenced
wood based industries and Category I, II, IIl and Category IV (non-
transferred) units. Out of the above 3.42 lakh cub meter timber is
required for the units pending consideration as detailed below:

i) earlier unreported plywood/ veneer 1.16 lakh cub meter
units falling in category I, II and III
(118 units)

ii) units who have filed applications 1.70 lakh cub meter
for change/upgradation of Category
(I.A. No. 2258-60, 2261-63 etc., 97
plywood /veneer units and 101 saw
mills)
iii) saw mill units whose documents 0.56 lakh cub meter
have not been forwarded by the
DLC to the SLC (about 100 units)
Total 3.42 lakh cub meter
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After setting aside the timber requirement for the pending units as

detailed above, a balance of above 2.40 lakh cub meter of timber is available.

4. It has been informed by the SLC that there are about 403 Category IV

(transferred) units. At the rate of 560 cubic meters of timber per saw mill unit

consisting of one VBS and one HBS, these saw mills will require 2.26 lakh

cubic meter of timber. After considering that adequate timber is available for

meeting their requirement, it was decided that all the Category IV (transferred)

units will be considered by the SLC to grant of licence subject to the fulfillment

of the following conditions:

i)

iii)

no forest offence related to the use of illegal timber is pending
against the unit as on 1.9.2006 i.e. the decision taken during the
meeting held on 8.6.2007 regarding pending forest offences will be
equally applicable to such units;

it will be considered as a new licence with prospective effect from
the date of grant of permission by the competent authority under
the Saw Mill Rules;

each saw mill will deposit one time penalty of Rs 1 lakh (Rupees
one lakh only) with the Forest Department. As has been done
earlier, this amount will be kept in fixed deposit (s) with the
nationalized bank (s)) and will be utilized only after the guidelines
for its use are approved by the Hon’ble Supreme Court. This
amount will be in addition to the normal licence fee payable by
such units;

the relevant Saw Mill Rules and the terms and conditions as

decided by the U.P. Forest Department will be complied with; and

V) the licence will be non-transferable except by inheritance or
succession.
5. It was decided that instead of calling applications from each of the units,

as per the details given in the Final List of Category IV saw mills,

appropriate directions will be issued to the concerned Divisional Forest

Officers for grant of licences in such cases.

6. It was also decided that
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(i) the details of earlier unreported plywood, veneer and saw mills will
be made available by the SLC to the CEC including their date of
establishment, date of starting commercial operations, documents
based on which the above dates have been determined; date of
sales tax and registration, date of registration as a SSI unit, details
of sales tax payment, year-wise details of sale/purchase of timber
and timber products for the first five years, date on which the
partnership/company was formed and other relevant details; and

(i) the State Level Committee will provide the details of the closure of
each of the Category IV plywood/veneer units including the date of
dismantling of the machines of the unit and the date on which the
electricity has been disconnected.

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair

sd/-
(M.K. Jiwrajka)
Member Secretary
18.12.2008
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CENTRAL EMPOWERED COMMITTEE

(CONSTITUTED BY THE HON'BLE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA)
IN WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) NO. 202/95 & 171/96)

IInd Floor, Chankyapuri, New Delhi 1100021, Tel 26884921, 26884823, 24101928, Fax No. 24101925

File No. 2-24 /CEC/SC/2008-Pt.II Dated 12nd January, 2009

To
The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests,
Uttar Pradesh Forest Department
Lucknow.

Sub- Regarding the Status of Category III saw mills.

Sir,

Please refer to letter No. 438/41-1 dated 16t December, 2008 of SLC on
the above subject. As per the details provided by the SLC, there is adequate
timber available in Uttar Pradesh for meeting the requirement of Category III
saw mills and other subsequently cleared saw mills. In view of the above, the

provisional status of Category III saw mill unit may be treated as cleared.

sd/-
(M.K. Jiwrajka)
Member Secretary

134



File no. 2-24/CEC/SC/2008-PL-II

Central Empowered Committee

Sub: Minutes of the meeting convened by the Central Empowered Committee (CEC) on

26.05.2009 regarding wood based industries in Uttar Pradesh.

The list of the participants in enclosed. The issues raised by the SLC/others and the
decision taken thereon are as under:

ONLY IMPORTANT ISSUES

Issue No. 2: Applications for following a vertical band saw for captive consumption have
been received from following plywood units that have been granted license earlier. This is in the
preview of SLC as per the directions issued by CEC in its meeting dated 08.06.2007 (Annexure
5 page 6 itme 6vi). All such applications were approved in the meeting of 06-01-2009. Five other
applications were received after 06-01-2009 and were considered by SLC.

It was brought to its notice of SLC that apart from demand for vertical band saw,
plywood units are also demanding peelers for captive consumption, in this regard the case of
M/s A.R. Polymer of Fatehpur and M/s Choithi Industry of Unnao are worth mentioning. The
committee deliberated on this issue at length and went through the directions of CEC in this
regard.

The CEC has directed that

"6v. The units shall not be eligible to add or expand the capacity of such machines. If
any unit is found to have violated the above conditions, the license issued in respect of such
units shall be liable to be cancelled.

vi. Plywood/veneer units with saw mill license shall have the option to continue as saw
mill or as a veneer/plywood unit. However, plywood units may be allowed to have vertical band
saw for its captive consumption. In case any unit requires to retain the horizontal band saw for
its captive use, it can only be allowed after obtaining the permission of SLC. It is reiterated that
under no circumstances the VBS/HBS shall be used for purpose other than sawing timber for
the purpose of making veneer or plywood in the same unit."

The committee decided to send the decision of SLC dated 06.01.2009 to CEC for
approval. The list of 15 such units is at item No. 4 page No. 5 Annexure No. 1 of agenda. Kind

consideration and approval of CEC is requested.

It was also decide to seek direction from CEC on following additional points:
(a) Can Vertical Band Saws be allowed to all plywood units as per their demand and

requirement or it is to be provided only to those units who were already having it?
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(b) Can peeler for captive consumption be allowed to all plywood units as per their

demand and requirement or it is to be provided only to those units who were already

having it?

The CEC may kindly give suitable directions

Decision taken during the meeting held on 26.05.2009

(a) SLC may allow the plywood units to install Vertical Band Saw subject to the

prescribed norms.

(b) Additional /new peelers cannot be permitted to installed/approved by the SLC.

Issue No. 6: Transfer of plywood/Veneer units from one party to another

Licenses have been issued to Plywood/Veneer units by respective DFO's in
compliance of the instructions issued by SLC. Now can DFO change the name of
owners on his own or will he require instructions from SLC. CEC may also decide

about the fee to be charged if any.

Decision taken during the meeting held on 26.05.2009

Issue No. 7:

Since the process of grant of verification of license is yet to be completed, no
change in the ownership should be permitted for a period of three years. The
issue will be reviewed thereafter.

Relocation of Plywood/Veneer units from one place to another:

Two units have applied for relocation after the change of original owners. CEC
may decide the procedure of relocation if has to be allowed.

Decision taken during the meeting held on 26.05.2009

Issue No. 8:

The PCCF, U.P. may permit on merit relocation within the same District without
change of ownership subject to the compliance of the order of the Hon'ble
Supreme Court and applicable Act, Rules and Guidelines.

Issue of laminating units:

Some parties have approached for permission to start melamine
paper/decorative wood veneer over plywood, or other wooden boards. They will

not manufacture plywood on their own. The approach on these maybe clarified.

Decision taken during the meeting held on 26.05.2009

Issue No. 9:

The orders of the Hon'ble Supreme Court does not prohibit/apply to laminating
units provided such units otherwise do not fall in the category of saw mill, veneer
or plywood unit.

Representations/applications received regarding guidelines issued by the SLC in

respect of eligibility criteria for grant of license to unlicensed units who have regularly deposited

license fee.
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The guidelines regarding the eligibility criteria for the grant of license to the
unlicensed saw mill who have regularly deposited the license fee were reviewed.

After detailed discussions, it was decided to revise the guidelines as under:

"The saw mills, who fulfill the following two conditions will be eligible for
consideration for grant of license (Subject to compliance of applicable Act, Rules

and Guidelines including the payment of license fee)

(a) the saw mill has deposited the license fee for one year prior to july, 1989
when the ban on grant of new license was imposed in the state of UP; and

(b) the license fee for the year 1990 to 1995 have been deposited prior to
04.03.1997

The meeting ended with the vote of thanks to the chairman

(M.K. Jiwrajka)
Member Secretary
27.05.2009
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CENTRAL EMPOWERED COMMITTEE

(CONSTITUTED BY THE HON'BLE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA)
IN WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) NO. 202/95 & 171/96)

IInd Floor, Chankya Bhawan, Chankyapuri, New Delhi 1100021, Tel. 26884921, 26884923, 24101926, Fax
No0.24101925

File No. 2-24/CEC/SC/2010-Pt.IV Dated 31st May, 2010

Sub- Minutes of the meeting regarding wood-based Industries held with
the State Level Committee, Uttar Pradesh and representative of
wood-based Industries Association of Uttar Pradesh on 26.05.2010
at New Delhi.

The Minutes of the meeting held by CEC on the above subject is

sent herewith for information and necessary follow up action.

sd/-
(M.K. Jiwrajka)
Member Seretary
Distribution:

xxiv) Chief Secretary, Government of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow

xxv) Principal Secretary (Forests), Government of Uttar Pradesh,
Lucknow.

xxvi) Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Uttar Pradesh Forest
Department, Lucknow

xxvii) Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Ministry of
Environment & Forests, Regional Office, Lucknow

xxviii) Member Secretary, State Level Committee, wood-based
Industries in Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow.

xxix) Standing Counsel for the MoEF.

xxx) Standing Counsel for the State of Uttar Pradesh.

xxxi) Uttar Pradesh Plywood Manufacturing Association
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING RERARDING WOOD BASED INDUSTRIES HELD WITH
THE STATE LEVEL COMMITTEE, UTTAR PRADESH AND REPRESENTATIVES OF
WOOD-BASED INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATIONS OF UTTAR PRADESH ON 26.05.2010
NEW DELHI

The list of the participants is enclosed at ANNEXURE.1
Timber Requirement

2. At present there are 5727 licensed units of Saw Mills in UP. The band saw wise break
up is as follows:

Only VBS 2124 units
Only HBS 608 units
VBS+HBS both 1995 units
3. The timber requirement for the Saw Mills in UP has been assessed on the basis of

Horse Power and for the saw mills VBS only has also been taken as 540 cum to 2160
cum. The timber requirement for VBS has been taken as 100 cum/VBS in Haryana
whereas in Gujarat the requirement for a composite unit (VBS+HBS or HBS Only) has
been taken as 490 cum and for VBS only it has been taken as half of 490 cum i.e. 245
cum/VBS. The SLC suggested that the timber requirement for units with VBS only as
540 cum is on the higher side and can be taken as half of 540 cum i.e. 270 cum/VBS as
has been done in the case of Gujarat. The PCCF, UP has also recommended as above
(Annexure-2). The CEC agreed to the above suggestions. Accordingly, the timber
requirement for the WBI units that have so far been allowed to operate in the State
will be as follows:

Saw Mill Units
HORSE POWER TOTAL NO OF NO. OF NO. OF TIMBER TOTAL TIMBER
CATEGORY (H.P.) | NO. OF VBS UNITS UNITS REQUIREME | REQUIREMENT
SAW BEING WITH HBS WITH NT PER PER YEAR
MILLS USED ONLY BOTH VBS YEAR (cu.mt.)
AND HBS (cu.mt.)

ONLY VBS 3124 3549 - - 270 958230

10 HP & BELOW 1679 542 1137 540 906660

ABOVE 10 TO 20 495 33 462 810 400950
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ABOVE 20 TO 40 427 32 395 1080 461160

ABOVE 40 TO 60 2 1 1 1620 3240

TOTAL 5727 2730240

Plywood & Veneer

Type of Unit NO. OF | NO OF NO. OF TIMBER REQUIREMENT | TOTAL TIMBER

UNITS PRESS PEELERS PER UNIT REQUIREMENT
PER UNIT
Press Peeler (cu.mt.)
(Tentative)
Plywood & 117 214 165 2000 0 428000
Veneer
Plywood 43 67 0 2000 0 134000
Veneer 70 0 86 0 1500 129000
TOTAL 230 291 251 691000
Timber Requirement 3421240
Timber Available 4570000
Balance Timber 1148760

Saw Mill units

4, The Hon’ble Supreme Court by order dated 30.04.2010 has granted permission in UP
for grant of saw mill license to the unlicensed saw mill who fulfill the following
conditions:

=

the sawmill was established prior to July 1989

2. the license fee for the year 1989 has been deposited with the UP Forest
Department prior to 4.3.1997

3. the license fee up to the year 1995 has also been deposited with the UP Forest
Department in one or more installments prior to 31.03.1997

4. the saw mill otherwise fulfill the relevant Saw Mill Rules and Guidelines issued
from time to time by the State Forest Department

5. no offence case pertaining to the illegal use or transportation of timber is pending
against the saw mill
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6. in addition to the normal sawmill license fee/renewal fee the saw mill will deposit
Rs.50000/- (Rs Fifty Thousands) as onetime payment. This amount along with the
amount received from other wood based industries will be kept in an interest
bearing bank account in a nationalized bank and will be utilized after the scheme
in this regard is approved by the Hon’ble Supreme Court; and

7. irrespective of the number of band saws earlier installed each of the saw mill will
be eligible for grant of license for one Vertical Band Saw (VBS) only. No permission
for Horizontal Band Saw (HBS), with or without trolley, will be granted.

5. As per the information provided by the SLC there were 1407 reported unlicensed saw
mills who have deposited the license fee for certain years but were not granted
license. Out of these, 222 units have already been granted licenses as per guidelines of
CEC. Out of remaining 1185 units who fulfill the eligibility criterion as above will be
considered by the SLC for grant of license. It was also decided that:

i. If for a saw mill license fee for the year 1989 has been received prior to 4.3.97
the unit will be considered to have been established prior to July 1989.

ii. The decision for all sawmill units falling in a division will be taken by the SLC in
one go and not in installments or on different dates.

iii. The details of 1185 sawmill along with name of owner, address, details of fee
received and other relevant details will be uploaded on the website of UP
Forest Department within three days.

iv.  All units which for any reasons are found to be ineligible due to any reason will
be given opportunity of personal hearing before taking the final decision.

Plywood and Veneer units:

6. The Hon’ble Supreme Court by order dated 30.04.2010 has permitted grant of license
to plywood and veneer units falling in category IV subject to certain conditions. It was
decided that:

i. Units be allowed permission in order of seniority and only if adequate timber is
available.

ii. Permission granted to the plywood unit should be restricted to one press only
and for veneer units to one peeler only. In addition the plywood units may be
permitted one peeler each if it had one or more peeler functional in the unit
before it was closed.
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vi.

vii.

viii.

Inter se seniority of all plywood/veneer units whose application has been
received till 28" February 2010 is to be finalized within a period of one month.

If the DLC report is not received before meeting of the SLC the decision is to be
taken without waiting for the DLC report.

Onetime payment to be deposited will be Rs.9 lakh per press (inclusive of
peeler if available with unit) for plywood units and Rs.3 lakh per peeler for
veneer units.

As all units in this category have been established after 4.3.1997 the condition
of a distance not less than 10 kms will be applicable as ordered by the Hon’ble
Supreme Court for relocation of sawmill units after 4.3.1997

Before granting permission to open a unit it will be ensured that no forest
offence is pending against that unit.

All provisionally delisted units will be given opportunity of personal hearing
before taking a final decision to delist them. The final decision for delisting will
be done after obtaining concurrence of the CEC.

The decision to grant permission for all the plywood/veneer units falling in
category IV including for delisting of units, will be taken in one go and after

obtaining concurrence/approval of the CEC.

sd/-

(M.K. Jiwrajka)
Member Secretary
31.5.2010
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CENTRAL EMPOWERED COMMITTEE

(CONSTITUTED BY THE HON'BLE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA)
IN WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) NO. 202/95 & 171/96)

IInd Floor, Chankya Bhawan, Chankyapuri, New Delhi 1100021, Tel. 26884921, 26884923, 24101926, Fax
No.24101925

File No. 2-30/CEC/SC/2010-Pt.II Dated: 18th October, 2010
To,

The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests

Uttar Pradesh Forest Department

Lucknow
Sub- Hon’ble Supreme Court order dated 29th September, 2010 in IA no.

2664 of 2009 Smt. Shahnaj Begum and others Vs UP Government

and others regarding permission for relocation of the saw mill in

areas falling within 10 km from the canal side.
Sir,

Please refer to your letter no. FUO. 330/41-1 dated 13th October,
2010 on the above subject. The Hon’ble Supreme Court by order dated
29th September, 2010 in IA No. 2664 of 2009 has granted relief in terms
of prayer b and c of the said IA, wherein exemption has been sought for
relocation of saw mills within the distance of 10 km from the Eastern
Yamuna Canal like plantations on sides of roads and railways-whether
forest or otherwise. The CEC is therefore of the view that in terms of the
above said orders, in the entire state the relocation of saw mills is
permissible within a distance of 10 km from the plantations raised in the
sides of canals, roads and railways including the plantations notified as
forests.

Your faithfully,
sd/-

(M.K. Jiwrajka)
Member Secretary
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CENTRAL EMPOWERED COMMITTEE

(CONSTITUTED BY THE HON'BLE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA)
IN WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) NO. 202/95 & 171/96)

IInd Floor, Chankya Bhawan, Chankyapuri, New Delhi 1100021, Tel. 26884921, 26884923, 24101926, Fax N0.24101925
File No. 2-24/CEC/SC/2012-Pt.IV Dated 12.11.2014

Sub- Minutes of the meeting held on 12th November, 2014 with the Uttar
Pradesh Forest Department regarding wood-based Industries in the State
of Uttar Pradesh

The Minutes of the meeting held by CEC on the above subject is sent
herewith for information and necessary follow up action.

sd/-
(M.K. Jiwrajka)
Member Seretary
Distribution:
1. Principal Secretary (Forests), Government of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow.
2. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Uttar Pradesh Forest Department,
Lucknow
3. Sh. Siddhartha Chowdhury, Supreme Court Advocate and Amicus
Curiae
. Standing Counsel for the State of Uttar Pradesh.
. M/s Jai Hanuman Plywood Industries, Haser, Sant Kabir Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh.
6. DIG (SU), MoEF

SIS
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Minutes of the meeting held on 12th November, 2014 with the
U.P. Forest Department regarding Wood-Based Industries in the
State of Uttar Pradesh

During the meeting the U.P. Forest Department was represented by
the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and HOFF. The CEC was
represented by Chairman, CEC, Member Secretary, CEC and Mr. Mahendra
Vyas, Member and Mr. Siddhartha Chowdhury, Learned Amicus Curiae was
present during the meeting.

2. In the meeting convened by the CEC on 26.05.2009 regarding wood
based industries in Uttar Pradesh it was inter alia decided that "the PCCF, U.P.
may permit on merit relocation within the same District without change of
ownership subject to the compliance of the order of the Hon'ble Supreme Court
and applicable Act, Rules and guidelines." After detailed discussion it was
decided that in partial modification of the above decision the State Level
Committee for Wood Based Industries in Uttar Pradesh may permit, on merit,
relocation of plywood/veneer units from one district to another without change
of ownership subject to the compliance of the orders of Hon'ble Supreme Court
and applicable Act, Rules and Guidelines and provided that

(a) the Principal Secretary (Forest) and Chairman, SLC and Principal Chief

Conservator of Forest and Member, SLC are both personally present in

the meeting in which such a decision is taken;

(b) the Principal Secretary (Forest) as well as Principal Chief Conservator of

Forest both agree to such a proposal; and

(c) wherever there is a difference of opinion between the Principal Secretary
(Forest) and the Principal Chief Conservator of Forest a decision will be
taken by the CEC after considering the Report of the SLC in the matter."

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the chair.

sd/-
(M.K. Jiwrajka)

Member Secretary
Dated 12.11.2014
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ORDERS
OF
STATE GOVERNMENT
OF
UTTAR PRADESH
REGARDING WOOD BASED
INDUSTRY
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3- SWFT  WeMfaal & AfdfeFd SaX U9l Uedid W U ge
WA UfEm 1990 & Wfae™l & oF=avid ulad oTqal W &ih 7 YT
g HIHA HTS H ST I SENT § TR ST HHAT -

‘ST, FHeoEiTH, oA, IH, W9A, ¥R 9 WEhA emfy
4- Ig VL VMEARYT U&AT-4311/14-3-377-76 ., a9 3TIHMI-3,
fes 25 oI 1991 & wW-I ¥ Sfeafed fa SAwet & wwry ® O
STt ®:-

1- W3 2- FeIIEY 3- TSR 4— TSTFRTTT
5- TRER 6- TAR 7- T 8- TSR
9- A 10- 11— 3TeTe 12- W

13- =t 14- o= 15- TMESTEIYL U S-SIEI
17- 18- TATHTS 19- TS 20- ThHSTES
21- <afan 22— ST 23~ fagre R 24- TS

25— 3ASTHIG 26- 27- 28- dfcta

29- TGS 30- A& 31- At 32- TR

33- SREh! 34— G 35- HEAR TR 36- HER @I
37- ZemEl 38- HLEER

5- T A & fau yere w1 omufd % wery W VA & &

SEegal el Bl S AfdRed T YHTS d YHTS SUMd 3 SEr Sy
FHeAl, T T ANHA o W ey T TR W Hed femi/eTest &
=TT e S W

6- SUUFT SENT o Rl T WO WWTE ey
50 sFMf v ud fwid fewr S wemiE S Rl SREN W
AN TEl YRS i WA dUT T Gy B W W arett dfserett & fea
FE T SE HE F SYER TR AN fAUM FN YT ST &
SFfe AT U &% UvENd @l SURIFd SEN THIEAl ki XU ®G  USieRd
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T SR 3EY UH oY At 9 oY YIS %Y Y aTel SEr T
TSfieeor ITET g TREq fopam ST owedr ©l

GRS

(3TROTHO  YTere)
fave wfee

HEM-4938  (1)/14-2-3FdieATThd

yfafaft  frafafed & 3@ faca & @y Ut 6 9 o w9 ot
Fqifaq Fa9T yaia & &t Bl e

(1)- 9q@ "fed, 9 favr, Sl Jee ImeA|

(2)- wfEa, o ST, A T LA

(3TROTHO  YTeFe)
o faa

HEA-4938  (1)/14-2-3Fdl<AiTohd

yfafafs  ffafed w1 geaed wd Aavas wraRl 7q yid|

1- U@ 99 WEH, IaR YT, Td@AS Rl TH AT & W UG
fo ymm & 3@ fofa 9 o ofusifEt &0 otaa I &
FE FHL

2- U I 99 WS H G TH AEvIS wEER! T Ul
FYAT AU AU THET  GAURIAl I AT HAT HT HE
FR

3- HEYE-Eeh, 3090 91 TmH, dEs|

4- 99 SYAM AfYSN, 3090, @S|

(3TOTHO  YTeFeT)
favre wfea
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AT —124 / 14—2—97—405(209) /96 ERAT

Y,
s ol Ha,
g e,
SR U3 I |
T H,
1— HH HUSdIgdrd,
IR U |
2—  gE RTTereRy,
IR U |

3— YUY & FHK SFUS © AR gferd 3redierd /
gfer afeflefh, Ik Uae |

ERECRRIRIEY. g%, feTidp 06 AT, 1997

fawa: Re e (Rifde) d@m—202 /1995 0T+0 TMEMEAT 99 JFRIA 3MTH
Sf0SAT g =T H f3ATd 04.03.1997 BT UIRT VR ST ST BRIAT ST |

By,

HI0 ITadq T H SR S4d oiHfed Re arfaar # & 1d 04.03.1997 &
HI0 STodH T §RT & T AR | A0 Seadd <Ted gRT = e
o T -

All unlicensed saw mills, veneer and plywood industries in the State of Maharashtra and
the State of Uttar Pradesh are to be closed forthwith and the State Government would not remove
or relax the condition for grant of permission/licence for the opening of any such saw mill,
veneer and plywood industry and it shall also not grant any fresh permission/licence for this
purpose. The Chief Secretary of the State will ensure strict compliance of this direction and file a
compliance report within two weeks.

(2) 3 o0 AT & Sad MY & URYeT H Ig IMRId fhar e © &
RUIT Yo H HAE IR ASAGYET IR, AT Tor wiggs Se o1 doblel
g B QT SR | RUAT SHB! AU M WG & a1 [T Bl o

11.03.1997 TP IUALS PRI & S Tlfs q0 Ieacq <ATITAT DI AT b JUTAT
H B T BrRIarE | FEiRT FHAEtd & WA Tad HRET ST T & 9D |

T,
80,/ —
CNEAED))
g g

155



T STIRTE—124(1) / 14—2—97—adfaifed
1—  ufdfei v afE, sienfie e fTrT @ 59 e 9 ufva f& S+
gRI HUAT Y8 debldd GHARAd dx o SR b R, fafad den wiggs
SN DI Bl T ARAT /IAFAT T8I AT IRAT iR T & RIS T
A T Sgs SR & Widl SIM & T H AT/ dAsdd U B e
& for FiRd fe=sl 1 wral &1 gern/Rifde fbar S| g9 faen | &d
DHRIATS! | AHA & g9 [T BT &b 11 A/, 1997 b IATd HY fadm S
dife #o JeAdH AITAT Bl M@ & AUTAT H dha briael | FEiiRd
FHITES & HIOR AT HRIAT ST b |
2— yfafafa = &1 s A<y & 91 uia {5 910 Ssadq [T & SRl
B Bl W AU GEREd BT SR Ud Hd HRART | AR Bl dchlal
3T HRIAT SR—

() THXT 9P 99 ARETH, 3090 |

(@) T g 99 GReTd, SO |

(M) v e, Sovo 99 fH, S0Y0, TGS |

(&) e, SERT fa9nT, Jovo, BIHYR |

TS 9,
80/ —

(Moveto gf+ram)
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TE&AT- 3949/14-2-2000-405(55)/2004

LR
T TR AE,
T |,
Sl TR, IME |
Tar H,

o o [al

1- HEA TSIATEh T, 3l U<IT |
2- U g gfaw erefias/qfaw oreftee, Sak Wl |
3- IR YUFE TRSe/4YTriE o, Sl YT |

99 ITENI-2 fedieh, @S, 11, 3T, 2006

fawa- smetet wd faf/wmige shEal & ey B Sgou0 [0 1399, 1569

Td 3TE0W0-0 946 H I=udH IR g UG AT ek 01-09-2006

hl \’)‘lj“llﬂ"l r°h"4| ST |
T,

SEFq fawge TTEARET W®A-3130/14-2-2006-405(55)/2004,  TaAiR

08-09-2006,  IMEARYT  W&A-f@  660/14-2-2006-405(55)/2004  fedAih

13-09-2006, QAT TMEARYT  T&AT-3653/14-2-2006-405(55)/2004, Tt

03-10-2006 1 X STMUHT =AM SMHE & gL G MH I8 Hed &1 Fewn

g ® fF Joworeed sNW WRd WK qdT 3F HHSl HOWOo  Seedd
e g Tfed Ued THEE $HS 4 W0 STAadH ARl & SRyl e
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01-09-2006 & HH W TFT H o< HA TR ARHIMA T WIS THEA &
gy T fEER wEaEl we & R @
(- 415 G O

(1) fedi 04-03-1997 & 59 =it & wgw TaHigad T o

% Freger =R gfer o fawerq fear s o@-

goit-1: T emumeid S azdw feaie 31-12-96 9% Hi qafy &
fau fedis 04-03-97 & Ud W FoHiRd o TE I9 1997 & fAU @MEEH H

n_0

e feqier 04-03-97 & &€ T T -

(@) R e oo Yo fedf 04-03-97 & g Wi TR

™ R,

() omEefe fSMer FeeR o Yo feAiR 05-03-1997 § 31-12-1997

% T W fRAT T © e

(V) oumefs 91 Foller Yok 31-12-97 & A& S fRAr TN

d
gofi-11: TR 9 o 1995 T & wRed fodiw 04-03-97 & T
JAHRd O W 99 1996 TE 1997 & faAU AREE w1 AR feAiw
04-03-97 & TUv=rq fRar T B 3@ goft w1 ot frm W oS gftrer #

faveq o/ ST © -

(W) omme e oo Yok faAih 04-03-97 & U w1 fwan

™ R,

(@) smrRfe fSme e Yo feAl® 05-03-1997 § 31-12-1997

F T WO fRA T ® e
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() smumefe f9eh Felieor Yosh 31-12-97 & o1& ST foRam T

J
goit-111; W ey o asdg fegwR, 1994 d% @1 Sei-ishio
feAfh 04-03-97 & qd fwam 1 o Ug I9 95, 96 TAT 97 W IR
SH® W% gl 39 ot Wi oft T i osu SfeEr @ faverd feer s @ -
(W) omme e ooy e 04-03-97 & 9@ s e

™ R,

() ommRi e e 3o fadid 05-03-1997 | 31-12-1997

& Heg S| feRar TEm € e

(V) oumefs 9 Foller Yok 31-12-97 & A& S fRar TN

2l
Ui-IV: (371 o0 WeiF) 3@ ovft W SWied & oIfafed gwed Ut
SREf wnfra eF fe ¥ 1993 & AR % ARS™ &1 AEHew fAiw
04-03-97 & Yo &I TN o T0oh T=-Y H 04-03-97 & o for@ auf o

SO-9d ARHE e fRY T 4 @l 04-03-97 & Q@ oifaH WR 5

Y ATTEYE W GG R TR of 98 ot 9 e ST o

2) UE U WM % WEY H ITh O K1 M, Hifae

TH, THEEA B W F A YA THRiAd HL SAR]  HATH

IERIS I
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(3) o I(@), [(@) 1@ w& @) § s o wofd & g s
F TR dEdE wE & e g@ afveel ¥ oW I
Rl a9 oy # faw 7 3 & off gfe wwl SR |
2- wsgs/fafER R & Ty # -

(1) Zo%0 & wAE faf/wge soeal & fFeger =) gfmr o

faved fear SEAT-

gofi-1: feaim 26-07-89 ¥ Ud TAfqd THEA- SFA AT TR W
fafer/<Ege shedl & TAIA W wE Uk TRl et |

gofi-11: faAiR 27-07-1989 ¥ 15-02-1995 & WeA TAMUG ThA- 39
sEafy § T wige/fafR hEal & T W qu gfaerd el

gofi-111: faAfR 16-02-1995 ¥ 04-03-1997 & WA ToTfud Shisdi- 3H
safy W a9 fauam ¥ oFmfa WU U W W wisge/fafR swrsa @i
TG & 1 AAfa off |

goi-1V: fAis 04-03-1997 & &% TofUud SHIsAi- WO S<Udd  ~Amamerd
50 f&iR 04-03-1997 & g fRdl oft e/ <mEge/fafer sweal &

TN W gfqery o & = o |
2) STWeFagER dfifd wEge/faferR & T gt & fau s
oifeeh 1 AW 9 TM OWEl UG €, % WE-EY  FEER
o, o1 (T) ITR1T WfasIa THOTHOSE0 Tsieheur (sf) XAre
THOWHOATZ0 Usiiehtwr (¥t) aa fawmm 9§ sFmf@ wmmor o (I)
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AR TR W w fafy () T ¥E 'W % wgw oW auf #

3 U T T AR R (TH) HE %I i fdfy T
foawor (<) emmefR w1 wedw Ak @ oW S faeRwm ()
Fo wge/fafrr & ofaferd smef ot dwnfaa &t w1 @
g (o) faRm wR W dod/emed w o den (W) fafe
THR & YHE H @ e, Hevfold i SRA |

(3) iosoE0 FW SWEFA Fad F Thad TH HATT K HE  HIA
¥] Y@ 9f¥E, 99, TH@ 91 WEH, 090 W & a9 WEH
(ag) wafeRer W S9 HATe™, YRd @R & gimfq nfed @t
T R Wl w 3@ e e ovadn (Auid e wd feer o
g fge w1 TN H Yhad TS AW & faw oF HT
ARFR 2

2-  oF: Y 3N e feemRm=g @ fvfw famr mm € fF dododio =
SWFd 9T & o ue ' Y® SIS W SUUFd  gEN & USRI,
Yhod T TAMH T fIamusrd & oemear ¥ afs gferd  orefterss/gferd
Feflers W FUTE oAl i UH WA Tied i S IFd WiElA 5

Tageg das 9 9 wrdaret gerfed i SRE-

ARl & ey o
-  TI% A WA % WY HO3Te TIYAT T T, Oifdsh

H A, THEA hl G F T FANE Hhfad HT TR

T fwar s
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2- gt (@), [(&),II(@) wd II(sh) @ o ameft wRidr & §
SH @ TR ARdE ®mE & gt ga el § &I
Jor I fFE o9 oy ® faw gW & oft gfe o

AT ST |

SWFT gadl G| WEY-1 H owiafa & 9 Sse g
TEATARE/ TN #d g Yg@ 99 WEH, IaX YT B UG HI OSRAT |
L5 K L s 1 5 O K s MO
e /fafeR sohEdl & Werg H e R Sdhed U@ 9|
FH HE TAER I ® ATHER H dAESFAl H aRs g™
sflgen/gferd  oteflereh, YYNE oAT¥eRrd &1 IqUSd g Tk
SRAT | 3HH HEIERde fSfell SO e U9 AR HY ARSI

H fdfed W8 & ®I H W@ TN SWFd o Had

TEY-2 # Wi & |l wee g gEefa/ydig #d gC

Y@ 91 WEH, S TS H U w SRR |
3= 9t Iwd & s ws sof-1 we [ wige/ffeR wia &
gaod & RO fauifd gedt o SWerdERr fed afafa yg@ 9 We,
SaR YT I faerredn feAie 20-10-2006 T IUSSY AT gHAFEd wE
4-  goit [IIw@ IV® srmeiat w@ gof- [l wd [V wge/fafer serEat
% g & o o gy o SWeaar fed 9fifd THE 99 e,
SAR YSYT HI faerredn faAie 30-10-2006 T IUCSY AT GHFEd wE
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5_

foenfaerd &1 ereamar ® Tfed WHfd g0 W&\ @ & g SAferdt

¥ e Smrm qan wfafa oot fuid ¥ SHe gaaud 9fa Wi e W
Y@ 99 &, Sa U hl Ufha wEn |

T,

g0/~

SEIEEEE SEE)
e 9fad |

T&- 3949(1)/14-2-2006-405(55)/2004 agf&ifera |

yfafafa frafafad & goard @ sTavas SraR 'q Uitd-
y@ gfed, R/AEE HeIfeeTe, S0W0 H W W™ § Ui fw 4
HUAT ITGFA SAIM H I TRy WM TG IR Jfaw AR/ gfaw
ek, 090 1 I TR W Frdw 9w e ww el |

Y@ afad, @ I, I0W0 IMEA T@Fs B W WE 9§ U fF A

SFqd fRer & ogEv wiufd g oWfdd ged doRial SUeed Al
gHyed & SFd & oifaied TS &1 steAsar W Tfed
gEfq wf off o Iuae" wH T oY oty wEfud el &
<loTA0  S0sTE0E0 &I a9 ®R ¥ fesr SR & &1 e HL |

Y@ gfed, SAMR #, 090 IMEE, TE@IS & 39 W™ o Ufa fe 9
A STefiRy Ty et & SR #X SIHeRIREl H ITEFATER
FREE TG U TR ¥ 9T W wH @ FR HL |
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4-

Y@ 99 &, SaR UST], d@ds 39 AR § Ut w3 faet
¥ gy e ol Hafad & H00E0 g NSd FHA Kl ST
ETpl

SHSA HYsAdlderd, Sy '9%:3'[ |

3T W,

(Sfowio )
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UTTAR PRADESH
ESTABLISHMENT
AND
REGULATION OF SAW MILLS
RULES 1978

(with amendments)
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Il TSYT TIH

T ITATT-3

TEA-4321/14-3-32/73-HT-16/1927-F1-1978

@G : T ¢ 01 3T, 1978

ST

pPeawi

o bo fH0-67
aRAE oF  eifufrem, 1927 (tfufmm €@ 16, 1927) & oW 51-%

gue (%) & o viFd w1 TN wh ToOda Efated e s
%,3?94'&[:—

I YT ANTHA i T AR fafram frEmmeed, 1978

(v a9 eifufEd, 1927 &1 O 51- & 3fEd)

A TH

- (1) T feHeet SR W o faw & Tomgar ek SR wm

.o ~ N forear &R
fafrerma frammEett, 1978 gl ST |

T
(2) o1 foeR wel SR Wew W e |

(3) I® W TS H YRR T & fAR 9 wgw@ s

2- W % Hed & or¥en omufea 4 ® z@ fEwmeet H.... afese

(@) ‘o fodr” &1 dqd RG] AREl R A Al
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FHe, A AT IY THGT W URANdd B AT AEEII HEAT B
yared fagm wiferd, Sem wiferd o S wifed W wem 9
et =i @ @ T ok oW Swiwd of wfmfad @

(@) “omu i w1 TE THE W 25 T WER ® o A

s foedlt 9T &% U9eE WHs WTWW (38 YRR 65 B

TR & T w1 STM HE Gl A0 A w3 TEE &
THRE HHA ST
LA™ T
A o w1 fafeme ok SHet T

3- foret oRfag o §fdd s w W@ § oo e Wi §
80 forcliex & EX H ki AfeFd Trag YATME o AR

Y AEdE grw feu for, SARdl @eEl 3R el I gietdq
HE F HET H fAT T A HE MUMEA W WA Tefuq
FHAM, 7 W @M IR T R admm e faa @ weied
W FARA |

4- HE AAfFqd w1 Tt o0 e & Twife@ w e AW @
R O fEd TdEm omu fow w1 W@ Ww® @ A® ™
fifis o899 & & fau Sweg Y9Tig o i
W fomEedt ¥ ¥ gt W ¥ ™ ™ oyud A
SEARA-T5 < |

5- M 4 % S SERA-T W@ BM W §EEE aq
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A STkt Afireeiepfa &M SR daaverd U W wam
St o7 3faa wum ok frefafed adt & W g STa

Y & & WA 39 EMee # oderd oyEt a1 A
& T guE § AnEEs W
(%) & WeER & FeEw ® od ok ema= ww & H

g9 gfg & afaoea e fomr gearfaq oo fia & oW W

fafy Tma oAt g0 onfdd URWTHT W TURA! del SUTTsH
g,

@) f& oomw 7 drdw ¥ fofie @l & o9gER, s
et o 3R wem & fau stavas &3 ol X faam @
o affa we oW feafy § 7,

(@A) f& oomew & oMEvEs WA, foEm wifed ek

AW ® AT A YA M K GEIEA T,
(AR) f& emocw 7 oW fid W R wem % fod wwis
e Afieee 9 ‘‘ermafa IO W' U W) faEn @

IR JUEE a1 Ay T HHIEAE A ¥ @ 98
ATSH-T I STEARR HT Tohal € |

6- fom 5 & o1efiw fem o= fm 7 & o welleq

Y6 ARHd TH Holvel af O W0 Ry W AW qde s &

fr = S wwEmadt 31 fewmer, 9% % sty & fou
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fafy A2 wm |

7- fom 5 & oA = ¥ T dREE % T & fod
e A o9 e wl SERA-UH & W qE 3k
Tt 3@ ety i M Y gL W Wehar ®, fEs wq

3G TeteRTor foRam AT B/
I e AR 3Fq foAiew w S & qd ased
FHT AAHO A H IRa wWdr oA R dRdg % oI

fid = & fau vrdE o= Afufem, 1927 &1 9/ 77 &
3ER JUE HT T FAM |

8- Udadt fmi # fFdt s@ & T gL A, T gErE
a9 offuskrdl, i S¥ favea®@ W # FRwm @ R #E
AREEE W el % Syl 1 A AZHE HI ¥@H R

SCEEM HIH oMU e Wel W O® A AREEHM o TR
% fea & vfoma *@f & @m T, o% AREEE™ ® gIawE
FH AW I H TWEE FEE-5 & oA ¥ ™ oW frm 7
& refA ehd AEHE w1 RS wHE qfaEueT Y Hhdr R

9- @ HEg YN 99 AR dAREd ST wE Al

TaRd ® W THR HY A1 UfaEgd H, T8I g€ SHHI BRI

TAM TU, IARAM, ToREw a1 ARHIAIR Hl SHDH! o T

169

AEET FT

AHE w

fd G



10- =9 9 & oA Y9 o9 e & SRyl W
Hfgq e AfFd, SH W ARY A fmd 99 & feaes 9

30 A & i 9@g SRUIUe @ oTfiel &Y ghdT ®l

IOIUTA, qRUd YUTHE ad  eAfuerdl eiv/ar  adienef W

gIETR H STIH A ® v AUS &1 fafwem wem T

o

faffe=a sif-am B |

AT W 3ROIITA T

11- W89 ™ I IS TR & fau sTaeew)
(AredEHiEl) g TR o fha w1 ufd s & faw 250
QY aIfter B <F BEN ST a9 Mm% TSR H RN
IAF H HeH § ouif| e 11389 % S S W
SRAf |

12- 39 framEel &1 #E o SN S i A ofe] I9H W

3 TEEY &A% GH Hded W AR T e |
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T,

TN -

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

I i am/Eafad & fod sTeRa-ud ...

1-  37O%® 1 AW SR YT T |

2- A & AW W e e @ Swem

3- oW foad & fad erifere Wi o fag wifra enfe

3Ty B |

4-  gEarad A &t SR gHAT |

5- TS wfsee w1 sEmfa gHO-u |

6- I AN, uE HE B

ooooooooooooooooooooo

AMEATH & TEIER

.....................
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LSS
SO ThE! @l wred A ufEfdd & & foa oo fyer wenfaq &, ovm
AN =em & T gy w1 99

o

SARA! AHhS!  gRafdd H/FRT & ol T v,

............... (FER TIF & QU @) H ANfHa wifid sO/Am/AAT &

.................... (@ war) 59 o oeSEu %El T ® W SaR We o
AT Ygfd & ey W 9HE-OHd W AOTERNYG vRdE aq eAfufred, 1927
(aAfufm g= 16, 1927) R 3@ o1efH M T SUSH & offiH WA U
AR frefafes waf W TqEg @edy fear @ § oetefd -

wrd
T= TG TTZTEH e, 197, H Y BT AN ...
......... 197.cccveennen. B GO B ATE A & TS Tg@ W@

2-  TREHYR ARG @l HI UREfdd wE/ERT & T e e

..................... (FER-¥H H qU AT Sfeatad wifsw) § e fia
TIT HO/SMRRT A Jaad o0 i =@ |

3- RS9 gEg YriE 99 Ifgerl e fafed @ oger ww fed
forr, oifia &1 TOH T/ Skerm |

4- TEEEEE tE SRR o afuc @ iR W faeRw wgd &
ST gumiE oF et fafed w9 @ few € SR ewam R WW W
T faam & fed gfved @ wHE o % e W femw @

7T 9&d O |
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5_

AEEAY Ig gHfvaa &won e -
(1) om fod @1 To@ S99 e TARdl el 90 gt AR
dHel AR &w uHEl & e & fod wmw off wiwfad ®, wgfaa

®eRl W goFd wigr § R €,

S o

(2) UHE T ERAT AwEl, A0 gl TRt AwEl @R 8w oAl
H AT U YT aq oIfuerd AW 39e g1 39 e wifereRa
FHA & F 999 I W Y T STREN & oER TR S|

(3) =W = ufEfid &6 & fou sadl dwel & a9 d% @ieR |
o ST W& 9% W W wwfm faw T @ g SR 98 o ueTE-u
I I IO G, I AR kgl & GRER A1 SHe fRE o
faar #1 Wik & = T Sl &l

(4) U ARG AHRST W S IWYFA a 5(3) H AR H TIET
J B, yREfdd & & fad wer T fea wm ik U guRdt el

% ey ¥ fafed g a9 faum & fedt Sy wer @1 fasedn
T AR H T & 9,
(5) oMUHA T A & -TRIs § TR ARGl adel o

faam & fedt sfvs o1 5@ WM & fou fgeq a9 fawmm =

FHA a1 & Rl weem W gfew SutiEs & W § st feR

gferm siferaert o1 fordt mfeede g fieror & faw @t 999 gay @i
(6) SHFa (5) # Sfeafaa frdl WY g0 A & W AEEd

AR e gETa sfverm e % o weqa R W,
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(7) dEHE SRUiE B SR SRl W oowfa fRwr W @i
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MR} izns’k ljdk|
ou VugHKkkx&?2

la[;k&3401@14&2&2010&343Y4,yY2@2001
y[kuA % fnukad 20 vDVwcj] 2010

vi/klwpuk

lk/kkj.k [k.M vf/kfu;e&1897Vavf/kfu;e la[;k& 10 lu~ 1897% dh
/kKkjk 21 ds IkFk ifBr HKkjrh; ou vf/kfu;e 1927 Vavf/kfu;e la[;k&16
lu~ 1927% dh /kkjk&51 d ds [k.M %d¥% ds v/khu ‘kfDr dk iz;ksx
djds jkT;iky mRrj izns’k vkjkfey dh LFkkiuk vkSj fofu;eu fu;ekoyh]
1978 dk la’kks/ku djus dh n'f"V Is fuEufyf[kr fu;ekoyh cukrs gSa&

mRrj izns’k vkik fey vkSj izdk”B vk/kkfjr vU; m|ksxksa dh

L Fkkiuk vkSj fofu:eu¥s praFkZ la’kks/kul~ fu:ekoyh&2010

Lkaf{klr 1& Y41Y% ;g fu;ekoyh mRrj izns’k vkjk fey dh LFkkiuk

uke : , , :

iZKiEHK vkSj fofu;eu YaprqFkZ la’kks/kuz fu;ekoyh 2010
dgh tk;sxhA

Y42 ;g xtV esa izdkf'kr gksus ds fnukad Is izo Rr

fure&l1l dk 9ksxhA

la'kks/ku 28  mRyrj izns’k vkjkfey dh LFkkiuk vkSj fofu;eu
fu;ekoyn&1978] ftls vkxs mDr fu;ekoyh dgk x;k
gS] esas uhps LrEHk&1 easa fn;s x;s fo|eku
fu;e&11 ds LFkku ij LrEHk&2 esa fn;k x;k fu;e j[k
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fn;k tk;sxk] vFkkZr~ %&

LrEHk&1 LrEHk&2
foleku fu:e rn~Ykjk izfrLFkkfir fu:e
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11- vykblsal nsus VvkSj

uohuhdij.k ds fy:s

‘kaYd%&  vkblsal ds
uohuhdj.k gsrq #i;s ikWp
gtkj vkjkfey dh izfr bdkbz
,0a IquZLFkkiuk gsrq
#i;s nl gtkj okf’kZd ‘kqYd
vkosndksa@ykblsal
/kkjdksa }kjk ns; gksxkK]
tks Vastjh pkyku ds ek/;e
Is ou foHkkx ds jktLo ds
#i esa izkflr ‘kh”kzd
"M0406&01&800&03**
esa tek fd;k tk;sxkA

11- ykblsal nsus vkSj uohuhdj.k ds fy,
Qhl%& ykblsal nsus vFkok uohuhdj.k
ds fy, izfr bdkbZ okf’kZd Qhl fuEukuglkj
vkosndksa@ykblsal/kkfj;ksaa }kjk ns;
gksxk%&

bdkbz okf’kzd ‘kgYd

vkjkfey #0 25]000@ & izfr
bdkbZ

fofu;j #0 25]000@& izfr
bdkbz

lykbZogM #0 50]000@& izfr
bdkbz

fofu;j ,0a | #0 75]000@& izfr

lykbZogM bdkbzZ

vkosndks@ykblsal/kkjdksa 1kjk
fuEukuqglkj iqu% voLFkkiuk ‘kqYd izfr
bdkbZ ns; gksxk%&

izLrkfor iqu% | ‘kqYd

voLFkkiuk LFky

xzkeh.k {ks= #0
50]000@&

ftyk eq[;ky; #0
1]00]000@ &
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e.Myk;qDr #0
2]00]000@&

egkuxj {ks= #0
5]00]000@&

VKKK Is]

g0@&
Yapapy dgekj frokjhyz
izeq[k Ifpo

mRrj izns’k ljdk]
ou vugqHkkx&2
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la[;k&2232@14&2&2013&84Y4th2@2012
y[kuA] fnukad 26 flrEcj]2013

vi/klwpuk

lk/kkj.k [k.M vi/kfu;e&1897vavi/kfu;e la[;k& 10 lu~ 1897% dh
/kkjk 21 ds IkFk ifBr HKkkjrh; ou vi/kfu,e 1927 Yavf/kfu;e la[;k&16
lu~ 1927%2 dh /kkjk&51 d ds [k.M Yad%2 ds v/ikhu ‘kfDr dk iz;ksx
djds jkT;iky mRrj izns’k vkjkfey dh LFkkiuk vkSj fofu;eu fu;ekoyh]
1978 dk la’kks/ku djus dh n'f"V Is fuEufyf[kr fu;ekoyh cukrs gSa&

mRrj izns’k vkik fey dh LFkkiuk vkSj fofu:eu Yaape

la’kks/kuYs fu:ekoyh&2013

Lkaf{klr uke 1& Y.1Y% ;g fu;ekoyh mRrj izns'’k vkjk fey dh
vkSj LFKkkiuk vkSj fofu;eu Yiape la’kks/kuYz
iZkiEHK fu;ekoyh 2013 dgh tk;sxhA
Ya2% ;9 xtV esa izdkfkr gksus ds fnukad Is
1zo Rr gksxhA
lf“jlflf‘?kdk 28& mRYj izns’k vkikfey dh LFkkiuk vkSj fofu:eu
a KKS/KU fu;ekoyh&1978] esas uhps LrEHk&1 easa fn;s
X;s fo|eku fu;e&6 ds LFkku ij LrEHk&?2 esa fn;k
X;k fu;e j[k fn;k tk;sxk] vFKkZr~ %&
LrEHK&1 LrEHK&?2
foleku fu;e In~IKik izfrL EKKfir fu;e
6& fu;e 5 ds v/khu fn;k x;k | ykblsal dh|6& fu;e 5 ds v/khu fn;k x;k ;k
'k  fu;e 7 ds v/khu |foflkekU;rk | fu;e&7 ds v/ikhu uohuhd'r izR;sd

uohuhd'r izR;sd ykblsal
tkjh djus ;k uohuhdj.k djus
ds fnukad Is rhu 0"kZ ds
vukf/kd ,slh vof/k ds fy;s
fof/kekU;  jgsxk  tSlh
ykblsal esa fofuZfn"V dh

dh vof/k

ykblsal tkjh djus ;k uohuhdj.k
djus ds fnukad Is ikWp 0"kZ Is
vukf/kd ,slh vof/k ds fy, fof/kekU;
jgsxk  tSIh  ykblsalh esa
fofufnZ"V dh tk;sA

ijurg ;g fd fu;e 5 ds ijurqgd ;k
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tk;SA fu;e 7 esa fofufnZ"V ykblsal dh
jurgd fu;e 5 ds n'kk esa fof/lkekU;rk dh vof/k

jurqd ;k fu,e 7 esa IkWp 0"kZ gksxhA

fufnZ"V ykblsal dh n'kk

esa fof/kekU;rk dh vof/k

rhu 0"kZ gksxhA

vkKK Is]

oh0,u0 xxZ
izeq[k Ifpo

In cxercise of the powers under Clause (a) of section 51-A of the Indian
Forest Act, 1927 (Act No. XVI of 1927), the Governor is pleased to make the

following Rules, namely:

THE UTTAR PRADESH
ESTABLISHMENT AND REGULATION OF
SAW-MILLS RULES, 1978

CHAPTER I
PRELIMINARY

1. Short title, extent and commencement- (1) these rules may be called
the Uttar Pradesh Establishment and Regulation of saw-mills Rules 1978.
(2)  They shall extend to whole of Uttar Pradesh.
(3) They shall come into force with effect from the date of their
publication in the Official Gazette.
2. Definitions-In these Rules, unless the context otherwise requires,-
(a) “saw mills” means and includes any mechanical devices
whether operating with electric power, fuel-power or man-power for the
purpose of cutting, sawing or converting timber and wood into pieces or

the like acts.
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(b) “One unit of saw-mill” shall be taken as equivalent to 25 H.P.

engine or any part thereof (Thus a saw-mill using 65 H.P. engines

will be deemed as equivalent to 3 units.)

CHAPTER II

Regulation and Establishment of Saw-Mills

3. Licence of
Restriction of
Establishment of
Saw Mills

(Within the limits of any reserved or protected forests and
within a radius of 80 Kilometers of such limits No person
shall establish, errect or operate any saw mill or
machinery for converting or cutting timber and wood
obtaining a licence from the Divisional Forest Officer

concerned.*

*Substituted by Notification No. 1117/XIV-3-32-73 dated June 6,1990

4. Application for

obtaining licence

Any person desiring to establish, erect or operate any
existing saw mill shall make an application in that behalf
to the Divisional Forest Officer concerned for obtaining a
licence in the form given in the Schedule I appended to

these rules.

5. Grant of Licence

On receipt of an application under rule 4, the Divisional
Forest Officer shall acknowledge the same and thereafter
shall make such enquiries as he may deem fit and after
satisfying himself with regard to following factors, grant
the licence in the form given in Schedule II appended to

these rules:-

(i) that the required quantity of timber through
legitimate means would be available at the
proposed venue of the Saw Mill without causing
any damage to the tree growth in the forests
under the control of the Government and the
adjacent rural areas;

(i) that the applicant has acquired or is in a

position to acquire necessary area for erecting
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and running a saw mill in accordance with the
conditions specified in the licence;

(ii) that the necessary machinery, power etc, is
available or is likely to be available to the
applicant,

(iv) that the applicant has obtained a "No objection
Certificate" from the District Magistrate
concerned for erecting and running the saw mill,

In case the Divisional Forest Officer is not satisfied he

may reject the application.

6. Period of validity

of licence

Every licence granted under Rule 5 or renewed under Rule
7 shall remain one calendar year or for a period not
beyond 31st day of December next following the date of
issue or renewal. *( valid for such period not exceeding
three years from the date of issue or renewal as may be

specified in the licence.)
*Substituted by Notification No. 1117/XIV-3-32-73 dated June 6,1990

7. Renewal of

licences

On an application made to the Divisional Forest Officer
concerned for renewal of the licence granted under Rule 5,
he may renew the same indicating thereon the period for
which it has been renewed.

Failure to get the licence renewed before the expiry of the
date, will make the licencee liable to punishment in
accordance with section-77 of the Indian Forest Act 1927

for operating the saw mill without licence.

8. Revocation of the

licence

Notwithstanding anything contained in the foregoing
rules, the Divisional Forest Officer concerned may where
he has reason to believe that a licencee is operating the
saw mill in contravention of the provisions of these rules
or conditions of licence or the licencee is involved in
activities prejudicial to the interests of forest conservancy

at any time, after giving revoke the licence granted under
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rule 5 or renewed under rule 7.

9. Proedure of
renewal non-
renewal or

revocation of licence

Where the concerned Divisional Forest Officer refuses to
issue or renew the licence, he shall send intimation
thereof to the applicant or the holder of the licence, as the

case may be giving reasons therefor.

10. Appeal against
refusal to issue or
renew or reoke

lcences

Any person aggrieved by an order of the Divisional Forest
Officer under rule 9, may within 30 days of the service of
the order on him, appeal to the concerned Conservator of
Forests. The Conservator of forest there upon shall decide
the appeal after giving the Divisional Forest Officer and or
appellant, an opportunity of being heard. The decision of

the Conservator of Forest on such appeal shall be final.

11. Fees for grant

and renewal of

An annual fee of Rs. 250 per unit * (Rs. 1000 per unit) of

saw mill for grant or renewal of licences shall be payable

licences by the applicants/licencees which will be credited to the
reenue of the Forest epartment through a treasury chalan
under the receipt head "113-VAN"
*Substituted by Notification No. 1117/XIV-3-32-73 dated June 6,1990
12. Savings Nothing contained in these rules shall apply to the
ordinary operations of domestic carpentary or to other
similar works on small-scale.
SCHEDULE I
To,

The Divisional Forest Officer,

............ Forest Division.

Subjects : Application to erect/establish a saw mill

1. Name and full address of the applicant ...............
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2. Name of the place where the saw mill is to be errected................

3. Whether machinery and power etc. required for the Saw Mill is
available. ............oooviiiiinn.

4. Production capacity of the proposed mill.......................

5. No Objection Certificate of the District Magistrate........................

6. Other details, if any.......ccoevviiiiiiininnn..

Place :

Date : Signature of the applicant

SCHEDULE II

Form of Licence to establish, erect and operate Saw mills for cutting or

converting of timber

Licence is hereby granted to Sri ..o, S/o
...................................... resident of ... (full  address)
(hereinafter called Licence) to establish/erect/operate saw mill for
converting/cutting timber at ..................... (full adress of the place of business)
subject to the provisions contained in the Indian Forest Act, 1927), as amended
from time to time in its application to Uttar Pradesh and the rules made

thereunder and on the following conditions namely.

CONDITIONS

1. This licence shall remain in force for the period commencing on
............................... and ending 0N ......cccoeeviieiiniinenn...

2. The licencee shall establish/erect/operate the existing saw mill required
for converting/cutting of timber at ................. (mentioned full address of
the place of business).

3. The licencee shall not alter the location of the saw mill without obtaining

prior permission in writing of the Divisional Forest Officer concerned.
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4. The licencee shall maintain such register and records and submit such

returns as may be directed in writing by the Divisional forest officer and

when required produce them for inspection by any officer or member of

staff of Forest Department.

5. The licencee shall ensure that :-

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(9)

(6)

(7)

The site of the saw mill including the yard for storage round
timber, and waste wood is enclosed within a fence fitted with
proper gates;

All the round timber, sawn timber and wood-waste is
propertly stocked according to the instructions that may be
issued from time to time by the Divisional Forest Officer or
the staff authorised by him in this behalf;

Timber for sawing or conversion is not accepted unless it
bears property marks and is covered by a forest transit pass
or other documentary evidence such as receipt from the
timber merchant or any other seller thereof;

Timber which does not confirm to the requirement of
condition 5(3) above, is not excepted for conversion and so
intimation in wriiting in respect of such timber is forth with
given to any forest staff available or to nearest forest officer;
The saw mill as well as the timber stored within the premises
of the saw mill are open to inspection at all times by any
officer of the Forest Department or any member of the forest
staff appointed for this purpose or by any police officer not
below the rank of Sub-Inspector of Police or by any
Magistrate;

The licence and all relevant records are produced for
inspection on demand by any of the authorities mentioned in
(S) above,

The licence shall be transferable and where it is transferred,

the transferor shall, forthwith inform the Divisional Forest
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Officer concerned of such transfer and the transferee shall

hold the licence for the period specified therein.

Dated .............. 19 Signature of the Divisional Forest Officer
(Seal)
By, order
N.P. TRIPATHI,

Sachiv

The Governor is pleased to order the publication of the following English
translation of notification no. 4219/XIV-2-98-405(209)-96 T.C. II, dated June
26, 1998 for general information:

No. 4219/XIV-2-98-405(209)-96 T.C. 11
Dated Lucknow, June 26, 1998

In exercise of the powers under clause (a) of Section 51-A of the Indian
Forest Act, 1927 (Act no XVI of 1927), read with section 21 of the General
Clauses Act, 1987 (Act no. X of 1897), the Governor is pleased to make the
following rules with a view to amending the Uttar Pradesh Establishment and
Regulation of Saw Mills Rules 1978:

THE UTTAR PRADESH ESTABLISHMENT AND REGULATION OF SAW

MILLS (SECOND AMENDMENT) RULES 1998

Short title and 1. (1) These rules may be called the Uttar Pradesh
Commencement Establishment and Regulation of Saw Mills (Second

Amendment) Rules, 1998.

(2) They shall come into force with effect from the date

of their publication in the official Gazette.
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Amendment of 2.

Rule 2

In the Uttar Pradesh Establishment and Regulation

of Saw Mills Rules, 1978 hereinafter referred to as
the said rules in rule 2, for the exiting clause (a) set
out in column-1 below, the clause (a) as set out in
column-2 below shall be substituted, namely;

Column-1

Existing rules

(a) “saw mills” means and includes any
mechanical devices whether operating
with electric power, fuel-power or man
power for the purpose of cutting,
sawing or converting timber and wood
in the pieces or the like acts.

Column-1

Rules as hereby substituted

(a) “saw mill” means and includes any
mechanical devices whether operating with
electric power, fuel-power or man power for
the purpose of cutting, sawing or converting
timber and wood into pieces or the like
acts, but shall not include such mechanical
devices whose engine power is upto 3 H.P.

3 . In the said rules, for the existing rule 5 set out in column-1 Amendment of
below the rules as set out in column-2 shall be substituted,

namely :-

Grant of
licence

Column-1
Existing Rules

5. On receipt of an
application under rule 4 the
Divisional Forest Officer
shall acknowledge the same
and thereafter shall make
such enquiries he may
deem fit and after satisfying
himself with regard to
following factors, grant the
licence in the form given in
Schedule II appended to

these rules :-

(i) that the required
quantity of timber
through legitimate means
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Rule 5

Column-2

Rules as hereby substituted

Grant of 5. On receipt of an application

licence

rule 4 the Divisional
Forest Officer shall
acknowledge the and
thereafter shall such
enquiries as he may deem fit
and after satisfying himself
with regard to following factors,
grant the licence in the form
given in Schedule II appended
to these rules :-

under

same
make

(i) that the required quantity of
timber through legitimate



would be available at the
proposed venue of the
saw-mill without causing
any damage to the tree-
growth in the forests
under the control of the
Government and the
adjacent rural areas ;

(ii) that the applicant has
acquired or is in a
position to acquire
necessary area for
erecting and running a
saw mill in accordance
with the conditions
specified in the licence;

(iii)that the necessary
machinery, power etc. is
available or is likely to be
available to the
applicant;

(iv)ithat the applicant has
obtained a "No Objection
Certificate" from  the
District Magistrate
concerned for erecting
and running the saw-
mill;

In case the Divisional
Forest  Officer 1is not
satisfied he may reject the
application;
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means would be available at
the proposed venue of the
saw-mill without causing
any damage to the tree-
growth in the forests under
the control of the
Government and the
adjacent rural areas ;

(ii) that the applicant has
acquired or is in a position
to acquire necessary area for
erecting and running a saw
mill in accordance with the
conditions specified in the
licence;

(iii) that the necessary
machinery, power etc. is
available or is likely to be
available to the applicant;

(iv) that the applicant has
obtained a "No Objection
Certificate" from the District
Magistrate concerned for
erecting and running the
saw-mill;

In case the Divisional
Forest Officer is not satisfied he
may reject the application
within sixty days of its receipt:

Provided that, in case the
said application is not disposed
off with in sixty days from the
date of the receipt of the
application by the Divisional
Forest Officer, the licence shall
be deemed to have been
granted to the applicant under
this rule on the terms and
conditions as laid down in the
schedule II appended to these



Amendment of 4.

Rule 6

Period of
validity of
licence

rules with effect from the expiry
of said sixty days and in that
event the acknowledgement
shall be adequate proof of the
licence :

Provided further that
aforesaid proviso shall not
apply to saw mills situated
within ten kilometer area of any
existing forest.

Explanation :- In this rule
existing forest shall not include
trees situated on either side of

the roads and the railway

tracks.

In the said rules, for the existing rule to set out

in column-1 the rules as set out in column-2
shall be substituted, namely :-

Column-1

Existing rules

6. Every licence granted Period of
under rule 5 or renewed Vvalidity of
under rule 7 shall remain licence

valid for such period not
exceeding three years from
the date of issue or
renewal as may be
specified in the licence.
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Column-2
Rules as hereby Substituted

6. Every licence granted
under rule 5 or renewed
under rule 7 shall remain
valid for such period not
exceeding three years from
the date of issue or renewal
as may be specified in the
licence.

Provided that, in case of a
licence referred to in the
proviso to rule 5 or rule 7 the
period of wvalidity shall be



Amendment of 5.

Rule 7

Renewal
of licence

three years.

In the said rules, for the existing rule 7 set

out in column-1 below the rule as set out in
column-2 shall be substituted, namely :-

Column-1

Existing Rules

7. On the apllication made Renewal
to the Divisional Forest of licence

Officer concerned for
renewal of the Ilicence
granted under rule 5 he
may renew the same
indicating thereon the
period for which it has
been renewed.

Failure to get the licence
renewed before the expiry
of date, will make the
licenses liable to
punishment in accordance
with Section 77 of the
Indian Forest Act, 1927 for
operating the saw mill
without licence.
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Column-2
Rules as hereby substituted

7. On the apllication made to
the Divisional Forest Officer
concerned for renewal of the
licence granted under rule 5
he may renew the same
indicating thereon the period
for which it has been
renewed. The renewed
application for licence shall
be disposed off within sixty
days of its receipt.

Provided that in case the
application is not disposed off
within sixty days, from the
date of the receipt of the
application by the Divisional
Forest Officer, the licence
shall be deemed to have been
renewed for a period of three
years:

Provided futher that
afosesaid proviso shall not
apply to saw mills situated
within ten kilometers of any
existing forest.

Explanation- In this rule
existing forest shall not




include trees situaned on
either side of the roads and
the railway tracks.

Failure to get the licence
renewed before the expiry of
date, will make the licensee
liable to punishment in
accordance with Section 77 of
the Indian Forest Act, 1927
for operating the saw mill
without licence.

6. In the said rules, after rule 11, the following rule Insertion of Rule

shall be inserted namely:-

11-A

11-A. Where the State Government is satisfied that the Power of exempt from
operation of the timber based industries, such as, Plywood the provision
mill, Veneer Mill, Katha industries, Paper and Pulp Rules

industries and Cooling towers manufacturing industries
and like industries whose final product is not timber and
also the machinery used as saw mills are integral parts of
their production process, is not possible due to application
of all or any of the provisions of these rules, the State
Government may, by notifications, for reasons to be
recorded, exempt such industries from the operation of
such rules subject to such conditions, as it may deem fit,
for the conservation of the tree-growth in the forests under
the control of the Government and in the areas adjacent
thereto.

By order,
T. GEORGE JOSEPH
Pramukh Sachiv
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Uttar Pradesh Shasan
Van Anubhag-2

The Governor is pleased to order the publication of the following
English translation of notification no. 1007/XIV-2-2004-343 (L)/2001,

dated June 14, 2004 for general information:

Notification

No. 1007/XIV-2-2004-343 (L)/2001
Lucknow, Dated, June 14, 2004

In exercise of the powers under clause (a) of section 51-A of the Indian
Forest Act, 1927 (Act no XVI of 1927), read with section 21 of the General
Clauses Act, 1897 (Act no. X of 1987), the Governor is pleased to make the
following rules with a view to amending the Uttar Pradesh Establishment and
Regulation of Saw Mills Rules, 1978:
THE UTTAR PRADESH ESTABLISHMENT AND REGULATION OF SAW

MILLS (THIRD AMENDMENT) RULES, 2004

Short title and 1. (1) These rules may be called the Uttar Pradesh

Commencement Establishment and Regulation of Saw Mills (Third
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(2)

Insertion of Rule, 5A 2.

Re-location of Saw

Mills, 5A

Amendment of rule-11

Column-1
Existing Rules

11- Fees for grant and
renewal of licence- An annual
fee of rupees one thousand per
unit of sawmill for grant or
renewal of licences shall be
payable by the applicants/
licencees which will be credited
to the revenue of the Forest
Department through a treasury
chalan under the receipt head
“113-VAN”

Amendment) Rules, 2004

They shall come into force with effect from the date

of their publication in the official Gazette.

In the Uttar Pradesh Establishment and Regulation
of Saw Mills Rules, 1978 herein after referred to as
the said rules in after 5, the following rule shall be
inserted, namely;

The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Uttar
Pradesh, on an application and after such inquiry
as he deems fit, may order for relocation of an
existing Saw mill from one place to another within
the State.

3. In the said rules, for the existing rule 11 set
out in column-1 below the rules as set out in
column-2 shall be substituted namely:-

Column-2
Rules as hereby substituted

Licence and 11- Fees for grant and renewal

reallocation of licence- An annual fee of

fee rupees five thousand per unit of
saw mill for grant or renewal of
licences and rupees ten thousand
as relocation fee shall be payable
by the applicants/ licencees which
will be credited to the revenue of
the Forest Department through a
treasury chalan under the receipt
head “0406-01-800-03”

By Order,
Surjeet Kaur Sandhu

Principal Secretary
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la[;k&3633@14&2&2010&343Y4,y%>@2001

1zs"kd]

jke fdadj feJ]

vuq Ifpo]

mRrj izns’k ‘kkluA
Isok esa]

la;qDr funs’kd]

jktdh; egnz.k ,0a ys[ku lkexzh]

,s'kckx] y[kuAA
ou VuqHKkx&2 y[kuA] fnukad 20
vDVwcj] 2010
fo’k;% mRrj izns’k vkjk fey dh LFkkiuk vkSj fofu;eu YaprqFkZ

la’kks/kuz fu;ekoyh] 2010 fnukad 20&10&2010 ,0a mRrj izns’k

bekjrh ydM+h vkSj vU; ou mit dk vfHkogu YaprgFkZ la’kks/ku¥z

fu;ekoyh] 2010 fnukad 20&10&2010 ds izdk’ku ds laca/k esaA
egksn;]

mi;qZDr fo’k;d vi/klwpuk
la[;k&3401@14&2&2010&343Y4,y>2@2001 fnukad 20&10&2010 ,oa
vi/klwpuk la[;k&3460@14&2&2010&343%4,yY>2@2001 fnukad
20&20&2001 dh fgunh] vaxzsth izfr layXu dj izsf’kr djrs gq, eg>s ;g
dgus dk funsZ’k gqvk gS fd d’i;k bUgsa vik/kkj.k xtV ds fo/kk;h ifif’k"V
Hkkx&4 ds vad esa izdkf'kr djrs gq, izdkf'kr vi/klwpuk dh 1000&1000
1zfr;kW ‘kklu dks rRdky miyC/k djkus dk d"V djsaA

Hkonh;]

g0@&
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Yusjke fdadj fedv
vuq Ifpo
la[;k o fnukad rnSoA
izfrfyfi fuEufyf[kr dks layXud dh Nk;k izfr Ifgr IwpukFkZ ,oa vko’;d
dk;Zokgh gsrq izsf’krA
1& leLrizeq[k ou laj{kd] mRrj izns’kA
2& leLr eq[; ou laj{kd] mRrj izns’kA
3& leLr izHkkxh; oukf/kdkjh@izHkkxh; funs’kd] mRrj izns’kA
4& leLr e.Myk;gDr] mRrj izns’kA
5& leLr ftykf/kdkjh] mRrj izns’kA
6& leLr eq[; fodkl vi/kdkjh@vij ftyk eftLVasV Yifodkl¥2] mRrj izns’kA
7& izeq[k Ifpo] jktLo foHkkx] mRrj izns’kA
8& izeq[k Ifpo] d'f’k foHkkx] mRrjizns’k ‘kkluA
9& izeq[k Ifpo] xzkE; fodkl] mRrjizns’k ‘kkluA
10& d'f’k funs’kd] mRrj izns’k] y[KuAA
11& izcU/k funs’kd] mRrj izns’k ou fuxeA
12& Iwpuk funs’kd] mRrj izns’k] y[kuAA

VKKK Is

g0@&
Yisjke fdadj fedv2
vug Ifpo

Uttar Pradesh Shasan
Van Anubhag-2

The Governor is pleased to order the publication of the following English
translation of notification no. 3401/XIV-2-2010-343(L)/2001 dated October 20,
2010 for general information.

Notification

NO. -3401/XIV-2-2010-343(L)/2001
Lucknow, Date, October 20 ,2010

In exercise of the powers under clause (a) of section 51-A of the Indian Forest Act, 1927 (Act
no. XVI of 1927), read with section 21 of the General Clauses Act, 1897, (Act no. X of 1897), the
Governor is pleased to make the following rules with a view to amending the Uttar Pradesh
Establishment and Regulation of Saw Mills Rules, 1978
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THE UTTAR PRADESH ESTABLISHMENT AND REGULATION OF

SAW MILLS (FOURTH AMENDMENT) RULES, 2010

Short title and
Commencement

Amendment of
Rule 11

Column-1
Existing Rules

(1)

()

These rules may be called the Uttar Pradesh Establishment
and Regulation of Saw Mills (Fourth Amendment) Rules, 2010.

They shall come into force with effect from the date of their
publication in the official Gazette.

4. In the Uttar Pradesh Establishment and Regulation of

Saw Mills Rules, 1978 hereinafter referred as said
rules for the existing rule 11 set out in column-1 below
the rule as set out in column-2 shall be substituted,
namely:-

Column-2
Rules as hereby Substituted
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11- Fees for grant and renewal of
license- An annual fee of rupees
five thousand per unit of sawmill
for grant or renewal of licenses
and rupees ten thousand as
relocation fee shall be payable by
the applicants/ licensees which
will be credited to the revenue of
the Forest Department through a
treasury chalan under the receipt
head “0406-01-800-03”

11- Fees for grant and renewal of license- An annual
fee for grant or renewal of licenses per unit shall be
payable by the applicants/ licensees as below:-

Unit Annual fee
Saw Mill Rs. 25,000/- per unit
Veneer Rs. 25,000/- per unit
Plywood Rs. 50,000/- per unit
Veneer & Plywood Rs. 75,000/- per unit

A relocation fee per unit for transfer of saw
mill/veneer/plywood unit shall be payable by the
applicants/ licensees as below:-

Propose relocated site Fee
Rural area Rs. 50,000/-
District Headquarter Rs. 1,00,000
Commissionery Headquarter Rs. 2,00,000
Mahanagar area Rs. 5,00,000

By Order,
Sd/-

(Chanchal Kumar Tiwari)
Principal Secretary
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Uttar Pradesh Shasan

Van Anubhag-2
In pursuance of provision of clause (3) of Article 348 of the Constitution, the
Governor is pleased to order the publication of the following English translation of
notification no 2232/14-2-2013-84(G)/2012, dated September 26, 2013 for

general information.

Notification

No. 2232/14-2-2013-84(G)/2012,

Lucknow, dated September 26, 2013

In exercise of the powers under clause (a) of section 51-A of the Indian Forest Act, 1927
(Act no. 16 of 1927), read with section 21 of the General Clauses Act, 1897, (Act no. 10 of 1897),
the Governor is pleased to make the following rules with a view to amending the Uttar Pradesh
Establishment and Regulation of Saw Mills Rules, 1978 :-

THE UTTAR PRADESH ESTABLISHMENT AND REGULATION OF SAW MILLS

(FIFTH AMENDMENT) RULES, 2013

Short title and 1. | 1- These rules may be called the Uttar Pradesh Establishment
Commencement and Regulation of Saw Mills (Fifth Amendment) Rules, 2013.

2- They shall come into force with effect from the date of their
publication in the official Gazette.

Amendment of Rule 6 2- | In the Uttar Pradesh Establishment and Regulation of Saw Mills

Rules, 1978 for the exiting rule 6 set out in column-1 below, the
the rule as set out in column-Il shall be substituted, namely;

Column-1
Existing Rules

Column-2
Rules as hereby Substituted

6-_Period of validity of licence
6- Every licence granted under rule 5 or
renewal under rule 7 shall remain valid for
such period not exceeding three years from
the date of issue or renewal as may be
specified in the license.

Provided that in case of a licence referred
to in the proviso the rule 5 or rule 7 the
period of validity shall be three years.

6-_Period of validity of licence

6 - Every license granted under rule 5 or renewed
under rule 7 shall remain valid for such period
not exceeding five year from the date of issue or
renewal as may be specified in the licence.

Provided that in case of a licence referred to in
the proviso to rule 5 or rule 7 the period of
validity shall be five year.

By Order,

(V.N. Garg)
Principal Secretary
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ANNEXURE-E

DEPARTMENTAL

ORDERS

FOR

RELOCATION

OF SAW MILL/

VEENER/PLYWOOD UINITS
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Departmental Orders for Relocation of Saw Mills
YUY g1 AREP, S0Y0, AT, |
I3 HE&1—365 / 41—1(310H0), &S, A1, RIdHR 17, 1997
ar H,
HHET I eI,
3090 |

fuer: IRMR & geReITuAT |l U |

gg <@+ H I %@l © [P IRMAAI & YARAUAT =Y Sl UK 59 PRIy H
OIS B Y2 © S9H By BiAAl I8 B © | ARl B GRATUAT & YR ol & oy
foreT Aruevs /9e aiRd e o w@ €

Relocation @ SURTI T WM WR IIRMAA I1fUd fhar ST uReifad &1 981 &
R gAIEIRAT / vl Fewrel gR1 g8 ghlad fear Ser emawds 2 b s9
gfehar 3 |10 IeadH AT & QL BT &R T B |

1- R 599 o W giifid f6 S &1 e 7, 98 &F f9eme (Radial
Distance) a9 &5 (ST fh A0 STgad <T@ & AR fAAid 12121996 H
g fsar ar 8) & 10 fdhoo @) aRfSr (Radial Distance) @& 3T7=R 1 T &7 |

2- 0 AR & Wl b favg a9 IR BT HHAT Affed T 8|

3- YIId IRMINA “Sovo IR fafges fHaErdgel 19787 & R 6 9 7 B
ITTAR ARG a9 1997 T -dIiad |

4-gerd JIRMAAT BT greenfid fBy SF 3§ "0 Soaad [T’ & AR B
Seetei A 8l Y8l & |

SIRIGT AT BT JATOT T3 Y0do310 /e & Wk I foar oy | 399 9 wR
@ IMABRY BT YA U, AT -1e] BN | SWRIad aR fIgell § & g dwn—2 9 3 &
JHIOT 99 99 YT d1EaR) gRT fear S, e &5 9 JIRTAS RIEIRT &l
S B B dAT fdvg WAT— 1, 2 G 4 BT YHIO) UF S YNTIE gAEeN) g fear
STRATT, RTad & § AR & SURTT RIS WITfUd BRI ST UI1fdd 87 |
80/ —
(Growo iramd)
UG I ARETD,
3090, RIS |

U3 AA1—365 /e
gt AH SiFel g0 99 GRefd, J0U0 dl ol Ud e HRIAE! Bg
M |

g0,/ —
(CICRIVEICINSE))
UG I ARETD,
J0Y0, TS, |
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CADIRE 999 94 '\':l'?&:IT:E, J0Y0, ¥ |
Uh—345 /41—1 MM0F0 aTh g, faawR 7, 1998
et #,
1. FHE 99 GY&P,
2. I W Me9rd / aHTerd,
3090 |

a9y AT Hdiea <A & AR &P 07.05.1997 & AUTAT H ATSH4
YaT IR & GHRATIAT B AIGUS] T {eiRoT |
JeH: 39 ST & U @365 /41—1(3MH.) & 1d 17.09.1997

SWIFd Hafid Ry H 371 Hees $HRd gY A1 Fared =g &
3meel & 07.05.1997 & JAJUTAT H ASHA YaT ARMAA BT U W d G
I UR YRATIAT &g 1 AMgus FEiRd f6d o 5:—

AU Hh0—(1)

IRFRIA R WM W GARIUAT {6 M &1 A9 © 98 I ued
geTgferdl Ud Yeld ollg= gerdfordl &l ©isd gU WY [Jeme a1 &= (S #10
STaH Tl @ QY &P 12.12.1996 H uR¥If¥d far 1 8) | 10 fdo#io
BT UR & =R T 37T B |

HAUSUS 50—(2) ()

RIS & Wl S9d! Ui (3rerar ufey ot ft Rerd 81) vd ArarferT g
P faog BIs Ahs! D MAY Held TAT AU Hel dbel & R A TR qTH
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dk:kZy; izeg[k ou laj{kd] mQiz0] y[kuA

i=kad&oOmOv0&917 @41&1 fnukad] y[kuA] vizSy 26
12011

Isok esa]
leLr eq[; ou laj{kd ¥s{ks=h;¥2 mO0iz0
leLr ou la{kd@{ks=h; funs’kd Ys{ks=h;%2 m0iz0

fo"k;%  kfpdk  YihY2  la[;k&202@1995 esa  vkbZ0,0
la[;k&2968&2970 YavkbZVe la[;k&302Y2 esa ekO loksZPp
U;k;ky; ds vkns’k fnukad 14-03-2011 ds }kjk vkjke’khuksa o
ogM osLM b.MLVant dh b.MLV?2h;y ,fj;k o uxj fuxe {ks= esa
iqu% voLFkkiuk esa ou {ks= Is 10 fdOehO dk izfrcU/k gVk;k
tkukA

lanHkZ% InL; Ifpo] jKT; Lrjh; Ifefr] mOizO dk i=kadé&,l0,y0lhO
2548@41&1 fnukad 08-04-2011
egksn;]
vo/k IkWfeY! vksuj ,lksfl,’ku] y[kuA] lykbZogM eSU;qQSDplz
osyQs;j ,lksfl,’ku] mO0izO ‘kkgtgkaiqj ,0a vo/k IlykbZogM
eSU;qQSDpfjax ,lksfl,ku] mo0iz0] y[kuA Ikjk nk;j vkbz0,0
la[;k&2968&2970 YavkbzZVe la[;k&302% esa ekO loksZPp U;k;ky;

ds vkns’k fnukad 14-03-2011 }kjk fuEukuglkj vkns’k fn;k gS%&

“Item No. 302

In view of the recommendations of C.E.C. dated 07.09.2010 and in the light of
our earlier order, these applications are ordered directing the respondents herein to
consider the applications of the applicant for relocation of saw mills and other wood
based industries in
(b) industrial areas notified by the U.P. Government/Government of India and (b)
Nagar Nigam Area (Municipal Corporations) Areas irrespective of the distance of such
areas from the nearby forest in the State of Uttar Pradesh.

This clarification is in furtherance of this Court’s order dated 08.05.1997 made in
I.LA. Nos. 171 and 897 of 1996.

These applications are, accordingly, ordered.”

ekO mPpre U;k;ky; ds mijksDrkuglkj vkns’k fnukad 14-03-
2011 ds wvuglkj uxj fuxe ,oa b.MLV@nh;y ,fj;k esa LFKkkfir
vkjke’khuksa ds iqu% voLFkkiuk LFky dh ou {ks= Is 10 fdOehO
nwjh dk izfrcU/k leklr dj fn;k x;k gSA vr% bl dk;kzy, dh i=
la[;k&345@41&1 vk0eO fnukad 07-12-1998 dks rn~uqlkj la’kksf/kr
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fd;k tkrk gSA bl funsZ’k dk ikyu gsrq v/khuLFk izHKkkxh;
funs’kdks@izHkkxh; oukf/kdkfj;ksa dks vius Lrj Is izlkfjr djsaA

Hkonh;]
g0@&

%aMhO,u0,10 Igeu?2
izeq[k ou laj{kd] mQizO0]

y[KUAA

Iqu% voLFKkKiuk izLrkoksa ds fy;s psdfyLV

vkike'khuks dh iqu% volL Fkkiuk gsrg ekin.M ,0a

viHkyslkksa dk izs"k.k

ekien.M&
1& vkjkfeuy ftl LFkku ij iqu% voLFkkfir fd;s tkus dk izLrko gS og
jsyos ykbu ,0a ugj o {kkjksi.k
o {kkofy;ksa vkSj mQ0izO ‘kklu@HKkkjr ljdkj }kjk uksfVQkbM
b.MLVah;y ,fj;k ,0a uxj fuxe {ks= Y4E;qfuliy dkjiksjs’kUI¥2 dks
NksM+rs gq;s ‘ks’k foleku ou {ks= Is %itSlk ek0O mPpre
U;k;ky; ds vkns’k fnukad 12-12-1996 esa ifjHkkf’kr fd;k x;k
gS% nwjh 10 fdOehO ifjf/lk ds vUnj ugha vkrk gS ftldh
th0in0,I0 la;a= Is ekih x;h nwjh fuEukuqlkj gS%&

2&

3&

4&

LFky iFk o'{kkofy;ksa]

izLrkfor iqu%

fudVre ou {ks=

thOih0,I0 jhfMax

voLFkkiuk LFky dh dh th0ih0,10 ds vuqlkj dgy
th0ih0,10 jhiMax jhfMax nwjh
1 2 3

iz'uxr ,0a izLrkfor vkjkfey ds ekfydks@Ilk>hnkjksa o mudh iRuh
YavFkok ifr tSlh Hkh fLFkfr gks¥2 ,0a cPpksasa ds fo#} dksbZ

Hkh ou vijk/k yfEcr u gksA

iz'uxr vkjkfey “m0iz0 vkjkfey dh LFkkiuk vkSj fofu;eu fu;ekoyh
1978 ds fu;e 6 o 7 ds vuqlkj v|kof/kd #i Is uohuhd'r gksA

1z'uxr vkjkfey dks iqu% voLFKkkfir fd;s tkus Is ekO mPpre U;k;ky;
ds vkns'kksa ,0a IsUV3y bEikoMZ desVh ds funsZ'kksa dk

mYy?kau ugha gksxkA
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5&

1&

1Iz’uxr vkjkfey ds iqu% voLFkkiuk ds izHkkxksa esa la[;k de ;k
?kV tkus ds dkj.k dksbZ izfrdwy izHkko ugha iM+sxkA

mDr ekin.Mks ds vfrfjDr fuEu vfHkys[k Hkh layXu djsa%&
Yad20rZeku ykblsal la[;k] ykblsal/kkjd dk uke o irkA

Ya[kY2 orZeku vkjke’khu LFkkiuk LFky dk irk %av|kof/kd

ykblsal dh izekf.kr izfr layXu djsa’2A

2&

3&

4&
5&

6&

1&
8&

ewy ,0a mRrjksRrj ¥sewy ykblsal ,o0a orZeku ykblsal ds e/;Y2
ykblsal laa[;k] tkjh gksus dh frfFk ,0a tkjh djus okys ou izHkkx
dk uke Vsewy vykblsal dh izekf.kr izfr ,oa blds ckn tkjh
ykblsalksa dh izekf.kr izfr layXu djsa¥2A

;fn iz’uxr vkjke’khu dh iwoZ esa iqu% voLFkkiuk gqvk gks rks
izeq[k ou laj{kd ds vkns’k la[;k dh izekf.kr izfr rFkk rnksijkUr
izHkkxh; Lrj ij ykblsal dk ukekUrj.k ggvk gks rks ukekUr.k
vkns’k dh izekf.kr izfrA

izLrkfor vkjke’khu ykblsal Lokeh dk uke o irkA

izLrkfor iqu% voLFkkiuk dk LFky ds IykV dk xkVk la[;k Ifgr
iw.KZ irk o fooj.kKA

vkjke’khu dk uohuhdj.k 0’kZ 1997 gsrq fnukad 04-03-1997
ds iwoZ fd;k x;k gS rks mldk izek.k i=A iqf’V esa 0’kZ 1997
dh bZ&3@dS’kcqd dh izekf.kr izfrA

@srk dk vkosnu i= dh izekf.kr izfrA

@srk o fodsrk ds uke fod; dk ‘kiFk i= dh izfr@fod;ukek dh
izekf.kr izfrA
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9&

10&

11&
12&

13&

fdjk;s dh Hkwfe ds Lokeh dk ‘kiFk i= ;k Lo;a dh Hkwfe dk [kljk
[krkSuh Vaftl ij xkVk la[;k dk Li"V mYys[k gksY2z dh izekf.kr
izfrA

izLrkfor LFky dk [kljk [krkSuh@ijftLVMZ cSukek dh izekf.kr
izfrA

izLrkfor iqu% voLFkkiuk LFky dk utjh uD’kk dh izekf.kr izfrA
izLrkfor vkjke’khu Lokeh ,oa izLrkfor iqu% voLFkkiuk LFky
gsrg ftykf/kdkjh }kjk fuxZr vukifRr izek.k i= dh izekf.kr izfrA
Ya,d gh ftys ds vUrxZr Lo;a ds uke Is iqu% volLFkkiuk ds
izLrko esa iwoZ esa vkjke’khu Lokeh ds uke Is fuxZr
ftykf/kdkjh dk izkekf.kr izek.k i= layXu djuk gksxkY2

orZeku vkjke’khu Lokeh Is fdlh vU; ds uke Is iqu% voLFkkiuk
gksuk gks rks izLrkfor vkjkfey Lokeh ds uke Vaftl izHKkkx }kjk
vkjke’khu iqu% voLFkkiuk gsrq izLrkfor gS% }kjk ukekUrj.k
vkns’k dh izekf.kr izfrA

ftu iqu% voLFkkiuk izdj.kksa esa vUrjo Rrh; LFkkukUrj.k gks

jgk gks rks ftl o'Rr Is LFkkukUrj.k izLrkfor gS] ds ou laj{kd@{ks=h;
funs’kd }kjk izLrkfor o'Rr ds ou laj{kd@{ks=h; funs’kd dks izLrko
izsf’kr djsaxs] tks iw.kZ dk;kZy; izeqlk ou laj{kd] mO0izO dks
HkstsxsaA izLrko ds |IkFk Hksts tkus okys leLr i=ksa] izi=ksa ,0a
viHkys[kksa dh QkVks izfr;ka izekf.kr gksuk vko’;d gSA

mijksDr IHkh fcUnqvksa dh iwfrZ@ikyu gksus ij gh iqu%

voLFkkiuk izLrko bl dk;kzZy; dks lanfHkZr djuk Igfuf'pr djsa vU;Fkk

izLrko ewy esa okil dj fn;s tk;saxsA
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dk;kzy; izeq[k ou laj{kd] m0iz0] y[kuA
i=kad&o0OmOv0& @41&1@fo0fi0@iqu% volLFkkiuk
fnukad] y[kuA] fnlEcj 12014
Isok esa]
leLr izHkkxh; oukf/kdkjh@izHkkxh; funs'kd]
mRrj izns'kA
fo"k;%  ekO mPpre U;k;ky; ds vUrfje vkns’k fnukad 07-05-1997
ds vuqikyu esa fofu;j@lykbZogM bdkbZ;ksa dh iqu%
voLFkkiuk gsrg funsZ'kA

ekO mPpre U;k;ky; ds vkns'k fnukad 18-05-2007 ds Je esa
fofu;j@1YkkbZogM bdkbzZ;ksa ds Js.kh&i, 1 o m ,0a ekO mPpre
U;k;ky; ds vkns’k fnukad 30-04-2010 ds Qe esa
fofu;j@IYkkbZogM dh Js.kh&iv bdkbZ;ksa dks mRrj izns'k vkjkfey
LFkkiuk ,oa fofu;eu fu;ekoyh ds vUrxZr fu/kkZfjr izfrcU/kksa ds
IkFk ykblsal dh vugefr iznku fd;k x;k gSA

mOiz0 esa fofu;j@lykbZogM bdkbZ:ksa ds iqu% voLFkkiuk ds I[EcU/k
esa%&

fofu;j@lykbZogM bdkbZ;ksa ds iqu% voLFkkiuk ds [EcU/k
esa IsUV3y bEikoMZ desVh dh cSBd fnukad 26-05-2009 esa
fuEukuqlkj fu.kZ; fy;k x;k Fkk%&

"The PCCF, U.P. may permit on merit relocation within the same District without change
of ownership subject to the compliance of the order of the Hon'ble Supreme Court and
applicable Act, Rules and Guidelines."

iqu% fofu;j@lykbZogM bdkbZ;ksa ds iqu% voLFkkiuk ds
IEcU/k esa IsUV2y bEikoMZ desVh dh c¢cSBd fnukad 12-11-2014
esa fuEukuglkj fu.kZ; fy;k x;k FKkk:
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"After detailed discussion it was decided that in partial modification of the above
decision the State Level Committee for wood based Industries in Uttar Pradesh may permit, on
merit, relocation of plywood/veneer units from one district to another without change of
ownership subject to the compliance of the orders of Hon'ble Supreme Court and applicable
Act, Rules and Guidelines and provided that........ the Principal Secretary (Forest) as well as
Principal Chief Conservator of Forest both agree to such a proposal;.........

vi% mDr fu.kZ;ks dks /;ku esa j[krs gq;s fofu;j@IlykbZogM
bdkbzZ;ksa dk iqu% voLFkkiuk dk izLrko IEcfU?kr eq[; ou laj{kd
Yae.Myh;%2@ou laj{kd ds ek/;e Is layXu ekin.Mksa ds izek.k i= ,0a
vfHkys[kksa ds |IkFk izsf"kr djuk Igfuf'pr djsaA
layXud& mijksDrkuglkjA

g0@&
YaMkO #id MsY2
izeq[k ou laj{kd] mQizO0]
y[KuAA
I= la[;k&o0mOv0& Yalls@lefnukafdr
izfrfyfi leLr eq[; ou laj{kd Ya{ks=h;@e.Myh;*2@IeLr ou laj{kd
Yu{ks=h;%2 dks lwpukFkZ ,oa vko';d dk;Zokgh gsrq izsf'krA
g0@&
YaMkO #id MsY2
izeq[k ou laj{kd] mQizO0]
y[KuAA
fofu;j@lykbZogM dh igu% volL FkKiuk gsrq ekin.M ,0a

viHkyslkksa dk izs"k.k

ek0 mPpre Uk;ky; ds vkns'k fnukad 18-05-2007 ds ckn

fofu;j@1YkkbZogM bdkbZ;ksa dks fu/kkZfjr iqu% voLFkkiuk ds fy;s

izLrkfor fofu;j@IlykbZogM ds ykblsal ,0a iqu% voLFkkiuk LFky dk

laf{klr fooj.k nsrs gq;s fuEu ekin.M dk izek.k i= ,oa izekf.kr

vfHKkys[k nsuk Igfuf'pr djsa%&

ekien.M&

1& fofu;j@lykbZogM bdkbZ ftl LFkku ij iqu% voLFKkkfir fd;s tkus
dk izLrko gS og LFky iFk o'{kkofy;ksa] jsyos ykbu ,0a ugj
0 {kkjksi.k o'{kkofy;ksa vkSj mO0izO ‘kklu@HKkkjr ljdkj }Kkjk
uksfVQkbM b.MLV2h;y fj;k ,0a uxj fuxe {ks= YiE;qfuliy
dkjiksjs’kUIY2 dks NksM+rs gq;s ‘ks”k foleku ou {ks= Is Y4tSIk
ekO mPpre U;kky; ds vkns’k fnukad 12-12-1996 esa
ifjHkkf’kr fd;k x;k gS% nwjh 10 fdOehO ifjf/k ds vUnj ugha
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vkrk gS ftldh thOih0,I0 laj;a= Is ekih x;h nwjh fuEukuglkj

g9S%&
izLrkfor iqu% fudVre ou {ks= | th0ihO0,l0 jhfMax
voLFkkiuk LFky dh dh th0OihO0,I0 ds vuqlkj dgy
th0ih0,l0 jhfMax jhfMax nwjh
1 2 3

2& iz'uxr fofu;j@lykbZogM bdkbZ ds ekfydks@lk>hnkjksa o
mudh iRuh YavFkok ifr tSIh Hkh fLFkfr gks%z ,0a cPpksasa ds
fo#} dksbZ Hkh ou vijk/k yfEcr u gksA

3& iz'uxr fofu;j@lykbZogM bdkbZ ~m0iz0 vkjkfey dh LFkkiuk
vkSj fofu;eu fu;ekoyh 1978 ds fu;e 6 o 7 ds vuqlkj v|kof/kd #i
Is uohuhd'r gksA

4& iz’'uxr fofu;j@lykbZogM bdkbZ dks iqu% voLFkkfir fd;s tkus Is
ekO mPpre U;k;ky; ds vkns'kksa ,0a IsUVay bEikoMZ desVh
ds funsZ'kksa dk mYy?kau ugha gksxkA

5& iz’uxr fofu;j@lykbZogM bdkbZ ds iqu% voLFkkiuk ds
izHkkxksa esa la[;k de ;k ?kV tkus ds dkj.k dksbZ izfrdwy
izHkko ugha iM+sxkA
mDr ekin.Mks ds vfrfiDr fuEu vfHkys[k Hkh layXu djsa%&

Yal1YoYadY2 fofu;j@lykbZogM bdkbzZ ds ykblsal la[;k] ykblsal ds

Lokeh@lk>hnkjksa dk uke o irkA
YalkY2 fofu;j@lykbZogM bdkbZ ds LFkkiuk LFky dk irk

Yav|kof/kd ykblsal dh izekf.kr izfr layXu djsa¥%2A

Ya2%2;fn iz’uxr  fofu;j@lykbZogM bdkbZ dh iwoZ esa iqu%
voLFkkiuk gqvk gks rks izeqlk ou laj{kd ds vkns’k la[;k dh
izekf.kr izfrA

Ya3%2izLrkfor iqu% voLFkkiuk LFky ds IykV dk xkVk la[;k Ifgr iw.kZ
irk o fooj.kA

YudYoewy Lokeh vFkok leLr Ik>hnkj dk la;qDr vkosnu i= dh izekf.kr
iZfrA

Y.5%fdjk;s dh Hkwfe ds Lokeh dk fdjk;s ij miyC/k djkus dk ‘kiFk i=
dh izekf.kr izfrA

Ya6Y2izLrkfor LFKy dk [Kljk [krkSuh@jftLVMZ cSukek Vaftl ij xkVk
la[;k dk mYys[k gksY2 dh izekf.kr izfrA

Ya7Y%izLrkfor iqu% voLFkkiuk LFky dk utjh uD’kk dh izekf.kr izfrA
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Ya8%sizLrkfor fofu;j@lykbZogM bdkbZ ds Lokeh ,oa izLrkfor iqu%
voLFkkiuk LFky gsrq ftykf/kdkjh }kjk fuxZr vukifRr izek.k i= dh
izekf.kr izfrA

Ya9%izLrkfor fofu;j@lykbZogM bdkbZ ds Lokeh ,oa izLrkfor iqu%
voLFkkiuk LFky gsrq iznw"k.k fu;a=.k cksMZ }kjk wvf/kd'r
vi/kdkjh Is fuxZr vukifRr izek.k i= dh izekf.kr izfrA

ftu iqu% voLFkkiuk izdj.kksa esa vUrZo Rrh; LFkkukUrj.k
gks jgk gks rks ftl o'Rr Is LFkkukUrj.k izLrkfor gS] ds e.Myh; eq[;
ou laj{kd@ou laj{kd@{ks=h; funs’kd }kjk izLrkfor e.My@o Rr ds
e.Myh; eq[; ou laj{kd@ou laj{kd@{ks=h; funs’kd dks izLrko izsf’kr
djsaxs] tks iw.kZ izLrko dk:kzy; izeq[k ou laj{kd] m0iz0] y[kuA dks
HkstsxsaA izLrko ds IkFk Hksts tkus okys leLr i=ksa] izi=ksa ,o0a
vfHkys[kksa dh QksVks izfr;ka izekf.kr gksuk vko’;d gSA
mijksDr IHkh fcUngvksa dh iwfrZ@ikyu gksus ij gh iqu%
voLFkkiuk izLrko bl dk;kZy; dks lanfHkZr djuk Igfuf'pr djsa vU;Fkk
izLrko ewy esa okil dj fn;s tk;saxsA
g0@&
izeq[k ou laj{kd] mQizO0]
y[kuA
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ABBREVIATIONS USED

1 F.S.L - | Forest Survey of India

2 LA. - | Interlocutory Application

3 C.E.C. - | Central Empowered Committee

4 D.L.C. - | District Level Committee

5 S.L.C. - | State Level Committee

6 W.P. - | Working Plan

7 H.P. - | Horse Power

8 [.LP.R.T.L - | Indian Plywood Research and Training Institute
9 N.O.C. - | No Objection Certificate

10 G.M. - | General Manager

11 D.F.O. - | Divisional Forest Officer

12 T.T.O. - | Trade Tax Officer

13 P.C.C.F. - | Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
14 S.C. - | Supreme Court

15 H.C. - | High Court

16 W.P. - | Writ Petition

17 MoEF - | Ministry of Environment and Forests
18 P.I.L. - | Public Interest Litigation

19 W.B.I. - | Wood Based Industry
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20 C.W.L.W. Chief Wild Life Warden

21 C.M.F. Centre for Management of Forests

22 Adv. Advocate

23 I.O. Interim Order

24 C.F. Conservator of Forests

25 D.M. District Magistrate

26 D.I.C. District Industries Centre

27 H.B.S. Horizontal Band Saw

28 L.F.A. Indian Forest Act

29 O.T. Official Translation

30 U.P. Uttar Pradesh

31 W.B. West Bangal

32 C.B.L Central Bureau of Investigation

33 F.C.A. Forest Conservation Act

34 U.O.1. Union of India

35 D.O.C. Date of Commencement

36 S.P. Superintendent of Police

37 S.S.P. Senior Superintendent of Police

38 L.T. Income Tax

39 P.C.B. Pollution Control Board

40 F.U.O. Forest Utilization Officer

41 F.R.O. Forest Range Officer

42 F.S.0. Forest Settlement Officer
LEGAL TERMS USED IN THE BOOK

1 abject - | T, fHar=, gdicTe

2 adjudicate - | Afafote =

3 absurd - | o, TTEETEDR, wiefd, frefw
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4 accused sAfagerd, gfdare]

5 acquit fageFd hTAT, IATHFA Kl

6 adhoc RECH

7 addenda gy

8 advisory committee qete  gfafg

9 amendment LIS uyfg, gureh

10 | amicus Curiae =g 74, 98 O W e & ey
faferer foma # orRer @1 © oteen fReh
AETIF: T HI G T T

11 apology &HT ATeAT

12 appeal AfdER e, qEfdER g e

13 appellant EFI%‘IT et

14 application e, yrefr-u, [SID BT

15 authority gy, Wi, wror, favree

16 | aver gedl | el

17 | averment RIfFd, WhoH, THRTHIA

18 avow T h{{dl, Yhd Rl

19 | award fofg, ofkfofa, 9_M &, ERT

20 | axiom g 1w, wEfdsg

21 axis 4, %ﬁ

22 | bail ST, SHMG W BT
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23 bonafide E‘LTIHTJf, H{‘Lllq'\l, S EIEL
24 bond T, IHIH

25 bring to notice & 3hE hl

26 burden of proof Id 1 ¥R, JHIU ¥R, TafgvrR
27 business house AR T

28 bye-law Iufafy

29 cancellation ©E hl, GUed

30 capacity Tmed, eTHan

31 catechu HedT

32 cattle pound FHiSE, Y] A

33 cessation fowm, garfa

34 claim QCl, <MET hTl

35 closure g, o, I Bl

36 co-accused HE-ANIFd

37 commencement TR, IR

38 committee gfafa

39 compensation g, &qﬁr{ﬁf

40 compoundable qaSid & arE, Ay, sider
41 contempt STHME, AYHM, AT

42 contradictory Y faen, o

43 counter affidavit gfasay 93
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44 datum =, oAl foag

45 de-jure fafyr srgER

46 de-novo AfTaaar, ¥ f 9
47 decree AfE, STeT

48 defendant gfqar<t

49 deforestation FA-ATYE, AR
50 density T

51 deposit money STHIYH, 3THTAA

52 | detrimental sfgaepd, JIHhh
53 dismissed {\iqlvgcl, q<=4d

54 due diligence JIC Tl

55 e.g. Sargunef

56 earmark faviw waem & fau W@
57 elaborate Tﬂ'fé?f[, J&H, 1%|"V_CFT
58 eligibility qrAdl, I

59 encompass AT, ufEfed
60 encroachment CIREX: LI

61 fact qel, =, aEqeafd
62 facto T

63 formulated AT, *1'”\*'“

64 | forthwith FAfaetrl, dehtd, T
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65 forum =ITATTERTOT,  SAfEreh 0T
66 habitat qIep s, Glehiden o4
67 hereinafter A IR, THS AN
68 hereunder TUh A, Tk 3T
69 herewith Eeeclies | )

70 hirer ‘I-TI@;?T{

71 horizontal &t

72 horse power 39T I

73 ibid 34T M W

74 illegal 31y

75 | implead IR AT, STIRET B
76 | imported AT, S forar gem
77 imprisonment EAUEIEH He

78 in contravention = qﬁ@

79 in default of 9 0 W

80 in due course J9T 9HY

81 in exercise of + T OH

82 in fact T

83 | in initio TRET o

84 | in lieu of % e #

85 in so far as STel dh, fSa-t A 9@
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86 | incognito SRITETEl, T@ed i, 3R
87 incompatible AT, SHA

88 incurred fear T, SurTd

89 indemnity arfagfd

90 infructuous LNl

91 interim AT hIeAM, HeFadl, TH
92 | interlocutory T TCAH, ATR-FIe(H, STaaR
93 interlocutory application qre-FTeqd  3q19<H

94 interlocutory orders FEHTAT 3ATRIT

95 interpretation fref=m, vmaiaor

96 interrogators PEECY

97 inter-se ATIH f[, qIE

98 intervolves S = SIGIH

99 intra vires vifeFa 31=a(d

100 |invalid s, fware, fafefea, fafuemr=
101 |irrelevant fggTa, s1dds

102 |issue of fact T HT 9949

103 |issue of law fafyr <1 g9qa

104 | judgment fofe

105 | leading 3, Y@, G, TR
106 | liable to punishment <€ HT I
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107 | licence A, STIRT-T

108 | licence holder STATHT

109 | lien TrY, AR, TRUIMTHRTT
110 | litigant qeheHars], aTaTeft

111 | malafide sTagyTet, guferguf
112 | mala fides 3T, g&T&:[

113 | manpower LG RIS

114 | matter of fact e &l &, deAHS
115 | matter of law fafy fauy

116 | memo RIE

117 | memorandum I, FEE-1=

118 | mine ECIE]

119 | moharrir IEED

120 | mutation 3T, ATHTO]
121 | non-transferable STREAT=L0NH

122 | notwithstanding UL FL&H, & BId 8T ol
123 | oath IT9Y

124 | offence TqUY

125 | onus IR, Tfaea

126 | petition ST, AreATas, Arfaent
127 | plaintiff Gl
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128 | plea IfFa, q AfahdH, HIRO
129 | preamble TEATIAT

130 | presume SAFATT h{Al, UM h{Al
131 | pretext EREI

132 prima facie U TRA1, JoI&d:

133 | procedural Law gfear fafya

134 | public nuisance qreSieh  STGIaET, Aesih IR
135 | quarrying 3T, W

136 | quash AfvEfred T

137 | quasi AT, hed, Ffqerfad
138 | registration IREECE M SIDE]

139 | regular frafha, feaeie, o«
140 | reject SRR T

141 | relaxation f%?l‘l‘s‘, Torfereran

142 | relevant Id, YEd, YrEHTeh

143 | representative UIGIGIE)

144 | restoration REHESIEEH JeTed

145 | review Eﬁ'ﬁ?ﬁm, e

146 | revision TR0, HIMEA

147 | revocation gfade<or, @ued

148 | saving clause qre @<, fddres, dATFAs
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149 | security LIS

150 | silviculture CECLE

151 | simple imprisonment YO hHIam9

152 | sinecure Y, S RCHEED

153 | sleeping partner Ay 9rer

154 | status quo 'e:[qucLEf feofg

155 | suspend feafeq &, Tofia &
156 | ultra vires e ¥ M

157 | ab initio A o

158 | ad interim A HICH, HATA
159 |ipso facto w9 &, ST 9 g
160 |locus standi ag feafy

161 | raison-de-etre AfedT FR

162 | sine qua non aafer™ gfqe

163 | subjudice I qEAeE & fa=raei
164 | genuineness tﬁfam'[) YHTIOTRdT

165 | machinery I3

166 | illegally Y ®Y

167 | re-opened T Qe T

168 | garb SATIOT

169 | recommendation H'{-_gﬁf
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170 | paragraph TEIX

171 | details foreqa forerm

172 | renewal ECIRIC T

173 | cross verified gfd 9HronRTor

174 | basis 3TE

175 | electric ﬁgﬁﬁ'q

176 | connection Ty, AT, TFeh
177 | delay ICRLE]

178 | administrative CNIECIBED

179 |lapse T, I

180 | owner TTHl, HTfeteh

181 |learned fagm

182 | counsel IR EE I

183 | aforesaid qﬁa‘fﬁq'—cr’ 113‘ EARGI
184 |ensure gHT=d e

185 | operate EEIGEC TG

186 | file TME HET

187 | accepted TR T

188 | receipt i

189 | deposited NG G

190 | delay foersl, foormal o
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191 | assessing TR, TAaiRor &
192 | availability R REGI

193 | timber JhTSS, THIAT CTohel
194 | grant AS{ AT, Tipd ]
195 | unit ECAES

196 | respective mﬁﬁ

197 | permitted \ﬂ:y-lrd qred _IHl

198 | officials sttt

199 | responsibility RGEHIPRE

200 | wood Based Industry T3S Aemfa ST
201 | considered ICEECIG

202 | difficulty EAGEIE

203 | violation AfqeRAT, ATTIR

204 | plywood qLASR CTehg |

205 | veneer g0, qd, HAHI
206 | banned fafvg, gfqafea

207 | constitute gefed @, GEAfyd wE
208 | expert ICHLE

209 | affidavit MAY TA, AR
210 | submit TeA w4, faamad TR &
211 | particulars fafyTeeamd, foasor
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212 | supply EEER ‘Ir?f, T

213 | including qftgfad #d gu, INHA Hd Y
214 | alternative g

215 | directed ey fear, fwr fe=n

216 | comply Tretd s T

217 | minor Forest Produce GLECE LS

218 | tribunal S BHRE XA

219 | imposed ] oh T, T

220 | proximity H, 9, el

221 | compliance AT
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